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EDITOR’S BIT
At the moment it feels as though spring is on the way with bulbs just
showing fresh shoots above the ground and birds singing in the morning,
but flood waters are still running off the fields from the latest of many
storms and severe wintry weather is forecast. This bulletin covers the
period of last winter which was quite a challenging time with the AGM
postponed due to snow, but we were still out and about enjoying and
recording the wildlife of our lovely county, with subjects of interest
ranging from veteran trees to pond life and from birds to lichens; in
countryside with wonderfully named features such as Clusterbolts Wood
and Sally Rainbow’s Dell. One of the attractions of BNA, besides good
company, is that it is active all round the year always finding there is
much to see even in the depths of winter.
Laura Gravestock who has contributed so much to the walks and as a
committee member is moving to Hampshire because of her work, but at
least she should becoming back regularly and keeping in touch, so
hopefully we will not have to say a complete farewell to her. We are also
missing Gerald Salisbury has not been able to come out because of health
but hope to enjoy his knowledge and company soon.
Finally, once again, thank you all for your contributions and support.
AH

PONDS AT THE COMMONS LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Saturday 29th September
The Commons Nature Reserve was designated a Local Nature Reserve in
1998. The reserve covers 15 hectares and is set within the urban fringes of
Welwyn Garden City. The main habitat types include oak woodland,
calcareous fen, improved and unimproved grassland, water courses and an
arable crop. The calcareous fen should be noted, especially in Hertfordshire,
as a nationally scarce and declining habitat.
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The two main objectives for the day were firstly the sampling of two ponds
within the North and South Fen and a small spring-fed temporary pond
(adjacent to the Fen); secondly to enable members to observe invertebrates
under the microscope, with special emphasis on water beetles and bugs.
Permission to gain access to the reserve was granted by the warden, Peter
Oakenfull, who also accommodated areas for microscopes and the sorting
out of organisms.
During the morning, members sampled the temporary pond (TL258108). This
spring fed pond was nothing more than a puddle but produced a wide
diversity of water beetles.
Water Beetles: Gyrinus substriatus (Common Whirligig), Haliplus lineatocollis,
Colymbetes fuscus, Hydroporus palustris, Hygrotus inaequalis, Helochares lividus,
Laccobius bipunctatus, L. ytenensis (first Herts. record! ).
Other Beetles: Stenus brunnipes
Water Bugs: Gerris lacustris (Water Skater), Velia caprae, Sigara limitata (M.G.).
Molluscs: Radix (= Lymnea) peregra (Wandering Pond-snail), Galba (= Lymnea)
truncatula.
Dragonflies etc.: Libellula sp.
(larva), Ischnura sp. (larvae)
Others species: Common Frog,
Gammarus pulex (Freshwater
Shrimp)
(list: mostly T.J.)
Sigara limitata belongs to the
Corixidae family. The micro- photo
shows the flat front of the head,
which forms a cavity and is one of
the diagnostic features used to
identify males. The position of the
cavity is a helpful diagnostic
feature for the identification of
species, in this case very high on
the head. The front of the head of
a female is convex.
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The anterior tarsus (pala) of a male has rows of pegs. The different patterning of the
pegs is a diagnostic feature of species. The female pala is devoid of pegs.

The second pond sampled is in the South Fen (TL259112). This was very
anaerobic and full of sediment and vegetation. It turned out not to be very
productive.
Water Beetle: 1 ♀Helophorus minutus, Haliplus ruficollis agg.
Water Bug: 2 ♂Hesperocorixa sahlbergi
Others: Asellus aquaticus (Water or Hog Louse), Ischnura sp. (damselfly larva).

The third pond sampled was the North Fen Pond (TL259113). During 2011 a
sewer pipe in the North Fen became blocked and sewage spilled out,
contaminating the fen habitat. The sewage sludge was cleared and a pit was
excavated in order to access the pipe. A pond slowly filled the pit with spring
and rain water. During 2012 the new pond was studied for the colonisation
of water beetles and bugs. This pond was found to be much more
productive.
The day was very sunny, encouraging many curious dragonflies, mainly
Southern Hawkers (Aeshna cyanea) and a few Common Darters (Sympetrum
striolatum). These dragonflies were hawking very close to members. Were
they possibly potential food?
The surrounding vegetation and emergent plants had been encouraged to
grow by the disturbance of the soil.
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Water Beetles (T.J.): Rhantus suturalis (1), Ilybius fuliginosus (1), Hydroporus
palustris (many), Hydroporus angustatus (1), Hydroporus planus (1),
Ochthebius minimus (2), Helophorus minutus (several), Anacaena limbata
(few), Hydrobius fuscipes (agg.) (1), Hygrotus impressopunctatus (1), Hygrotus
inaequalis (many), Hyphydrus ovatus (1), Haliplus immaculatus (1), Haliplus
ruficollis (agg.)(2), Laccophilus bipunctatus (1), Laccophilus ytenensis (1)
(again!).
Other beetles (T.J.): Stenus latifrons, Psylliodes chrysocephala.
Water bugs (M.G./T.J.): Corixa panzer (1♀), Sigara dorsalis (4), Hesperocorixa
sahlbergi (3), Notonecta glauca (Greater Water Boatman) (several), Gerris
lacustris (Water Skater)(1).
Dragonflies etc.: Aeshna cyanea (Southern Hawker), Sympetrum striolatum
(Common Darter), Ischnura sp. (larvae).
Others animals: Leech (sp.), Mayfly larvae, Smooth Newt efts (several).
Plants (T.J.): the pondweeds Potamogeton natans (Floating Pondweed) and
P. berchtoldii (Small Pondweed) were recorded here as well.
One of the water courses, Fen Brook, was quickly sampled by Trevor James
but only produced a freshwater shrimp (Gammarus pulex) and Hog-lice
(Asellus aquaticus)
After lunch and freshly brewed tea (bliss!), the organisms were sorted out
and observed under the
microscope.
General bird list:
Wood Pigeon, Great
Spotted Woodpecker,
Green Woodpecker,
House Martin, Blackbird,
Robin, Blackcap, Chiffchaff,
Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit,
Long-tailed Tit, Dunnock,
Nuthatch, Treecreeper,
Grey Wagtail, Jackdaw,
Jay, Chaffinch.

BNA sorting and identifying
(Photo June Crew)
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Other Insects: Comma, Red Admiral, Migrant Hawker (Aeshna mixta), 24spot Ladybird, 7-spot Ladybird (1 only).
Merle Gwyn

ASHRIDGE ESTATE
Saturday 13th October

4 members

Four of us met for this ramble. Apart from two small showers of rain it was a
bright autumn day, though on the chilly side.
We met at map ref. SP970119. Near the car park we heard Nuthatch and
Goldcrest, and this was before we had gone anywhere! We crossed over the
Aldbury Road and made our way towards Old Copse. On the way we heard
more birds: Wren, Robin, Chaffinch and Great Tit. Five Fallow Deer were on
Berkhamsted Common and we saw a Grey Squirrel and heard and saw more
birds: Wood Pigeon, Coal Tit, Blackbird, Blue Tit and Jay. Before we reached
the cottage by Old Copse we looked closely at an almost dead beech tree.
Removing some of the bark Trevor James found a beetle Carabus
problematicus which exuded “blood” (really, digestive juices) when it was
handled. Brown Tree Ants Lasius brunneus were also seen under the bark.
There were many holes made by woodworm beetles, with ‘frass’ on the trunk
that had been passed out by the larvae within. Part of the trunk was
blackened, so we guessed the tree must have been struck by lightening. A
Bonnet fungus was growing nearby. A Treecreeper called and also a Green
Woodpecker.
We entered Old Copse. Trevor explained that Aldbury Common,
Berkhamsted Common and Northchurch Common were contiguous and that,
although there had been few trees on the open commons, there had been
some copses which had been protected from grazing animals by banks and
Page - 9
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fencing around the outside. Old Copse was one such example. However the
copse was not the original woodland and has now been re-planted. We
walked through the Beech woodland where there was hardly any ground
flora. (In the spring there is a wonderful display of Bluebells to be seen here).
Then we came to an area of ash trees. Here there was a lush ground flora,
with Tufted Hair-grass, Ground Ivy, Wood Sorrel and a violet. Ash trees
produce more calcareous leaf litter than beech trees. Towards the
escarpment we looked at a depression in the ground and wondered if flints
had been extracted here - we saw several pieces of flint on the ground
nearby. We continued once more under the canopy of beech trees growing
with Sweet Chestnuts. The lush ground flora layer continued and there was
Bracken, Broad Buckler-fern and more Wood Sorrel. Someone spotted a
Harlequin Ladybird down in the grass. We looked at an old Sweet Chestnut
tree and, where one of the two trunks had fallen away, we found internal
(adventitious) roots running down from above ground from the standing
trunk with more roots on the fallen trunk at the point where the two had
been joined.
We emerged onto Aldbury Common and made our way east in the direction
of Thunderdell Cottages. We found a beetle, Abax parallelepipedus (a
species found in ancient woodland) under an old tree stump. Nearby were
the fungi Mycena inclinata and M. galericulata (Bonnet Cap). The beetle
Cerylon fagi was found under the bark of a dead beech tree. We passed by
felled log piles of Sweet Chestnut, these, according to a notice, being the
result of coppicing “to provide the Estate with fence posts and other
products”. Near one of these wood piles we found a fresh specimen of Eggyolk fungus Bolbitius vitellinus. Leaves of Yellow Pimpernel and of Field Mint
were identified next to one of the log piles and Hairy Curtain-crust Stereum
hirsutum was growing on some of the logs. A carrion beetle Silpha atrata
was found under the bark of one Sweet Chestnut log.
We came to a junction of five rides marked by three Swedish Whitebeam
trees. On one of these rides was a puddle of water with Common Water
Starwort and Brooklime growing there. We spent some time by an old Silver
Birch tree on which there were prominent but somewhat old fruiting bodies
of what might have been Pleurotus pulmonarius. Within the fungus were at
least three species of beetle [Catops fuliginosus, Lordithon trinotatus, and
Proteinus brachypterus – T.J.]. The life cycle of some of these is incredibly
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quick: from egg to adult, Trevor explained, takes just two to three weeks and
the beetles seek out the same species of fungus in order to lay their eggs. A
harvestman posed beautifully for us on the silvery trunk of the birch, lit up by
the sunlight and creating a shadow of a perfect replica of itself. Our cameras
were busy! Small flies walked up and down on the trunk of a Wild Cherry
tree in the sunshine (the next day my scalp was covered with insect bites). A
Treecreeper called. We passed by a Yew tree with galls at the ends of its
leaves. These could have been ‘artichoke’ galls caused by a tiny midge called
Taxomyia taxi. A little further on we passed a Box tree, then another old Yew
(without any galls this time) and a Rhododendron, all close to one another.
As we approached Thunderdell Cottages a Fallow buck was groaning from the
field to our right (the rut had just started in Ashridge) but we couldn’t see it.
We crossed over the B4506 road and then became engaged in conversation
with Emily Smith, a National Trust ranger to whom we promised a report of
our ramble.
We turned south now and made our way into Thunderdell Wood. There
were old brackets of Chicken-of-the-Woods Laetiporus sulphureus on the
ground by an Oak tree (it causes red rot in the centre of a tree) and Glistening
Inkcap Coprinus micaceus was growing on a tree stump nearby. We found
Porcelain Fungus Oudemansiella mucida too. Passing by a small plantation of
fir trees, there were Goldcrests calling, and we heard Magpie, Great Tit,
Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Coal Tit as well. Peter Alton found
Deer Toadstool Pluteus cervinus. On the trunks of trees was the orange alga
Trentepohlia. We saw a scrape in the ground, a sign of a Fallow buck having
marked his territory.
We had our lunch in Thunderdell Wood, by the edge of open meadowland. A
herd of Fallow Deer in the field included three mature bucks with palmate
antlers quite close to one another, and all throwing their heads back and
groaning, while several (about eight) does stood nearby. It seemed as if this
rutting stand was being shared! Every now and then a buck would run
quickly after a doe. Two of the does were of the menil colour variety but the
rest were dark. Two more mature bucks were nearby, one standing almost
motionless in a small copse. It started to rain, and two people crossed the
field, which made the deer run off into the woodland. We walked on and
saw in the woodland another buck groaning while 25 does and a pricket (a
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young male deer) stood nearby. Another mature buck was groaning in the
field while lying down! I have never seen that before.
We made our way round the field and admired the Sulphur-tuft Hypholoma
fasciculare and more slimy brackets of Porcelain Fungus growing on the trunk
of a large fallen Beech tree. Trevor removed a piece of bark and underneath
were three larvae of the Black-headed Cardinal Beetle Pyrochroa coccinea!
Jackdaws called as they flew overhead. Approaching Woodyard Cottages, we
looked again in the field to our right and this time saw a large herd of 35
Fallow Deer, including two mature bucks.
We passed Woodyard Cottages and emerged onto Berkhamsted Common.
Trevor cut open the fruit body of a Common Earthball Scleroderma
aurantiacum and found a beetle inside- Cryptophagus lycoperdi [they are
almost invariably inside these when mature- T.J.]. Other observations before
we reached Coldharbour Farm were of a Mountain Ash (Rowan)tree, and
Water Pepper growing in standing water on the ride. We also spotted a
Muntjac deer.
A dead Oak tree near the Aldbury road had the same orange alga on the
trunk that we had seen before (Trentepohlia). Trevor extracted a minute
tree-fungus beetle of the genus Cis from under the bark [Cis bidentatus –
T.J.], also a flat bark beetle- Uleiota planata [in another tree nearby – T.J.].
Two Leopard Slugs were found under the bark of this tree too.
We crossed the B4506 road and walked west to the south of the road
towards Aldbury, passing alongside the straight bank with its line of mature
trees marking the edge of Rail Copse. Under the bark of a nearby old Beech
tree (not along the boundary of Rail Copse) Trevor found a Violet Ground
Beetle (Carabus violaceus) within a small excavated cavity, a hibernation
chamber. Also found under the bark were three more larvae of the Blackheaded Cardinal Beetle.
We got back to the cars rather late (about 5 p.m.). It had been a most
enjoyable day.
Michael Demidecki
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[Just a few extra things that I made a record of, to add to Mike’s very full
account:
To add to the interesting list of beetle records, it is worth noting that we
actually found several specimens of the ground beetle Carabus problematicus
that day, in several places. The Ashridge area is its stronghold in Herts. I also
identified the following extra species: Bisnius fimetarius (a rove beetle, in the
Pluteus cervinus fungi), Gabrius splendidulus (another rove beetle, in rotten
oak near the main road), Abdera flexuosa (a scarce Melandryid beetle, under
oak bark also, new to the Ashridge area, and one of only about three known
locations in the county), and Phloeostiba plana under oak bark on the
boundary between Aldbury and Northchurch Commons – the first record of
this rove beetle in Herts for many years. I also came across several more
specimens of Uleiota planata after the first two, which is interesting, as this
was a nationally scarce species until not that long ago. Ashridge is wellknown for its rare beetle species, but these show that new records can easily
be made, even now. T.J.]

BRAMFIELD WOODS
Saturday 27th October

7 members

We met in the Bury Lane car park at Bramfield on a bright but very fresh
morning. Having decided to make a change in the usual Bramfield Woods
route by doing it in reverse (rather than backwards!), we set off northwards
through the village. The day was programmed for fungi and we must have
looked a bit odd to passers-by as we dawdled along inspecting hedgebottoms and grass verges!
We turned off on the lane to Stapleford and after a brief foray in a little
spinney on the right hand side of the road we took the bridleway left towards
Bramfield Woods past Sally Rainbow’s Dell. Here some thinning and felling
had taken place creating a large sunny clearing. This will be worth a visit in
the spring time to see in flower the hundreds of foxgloves that had
regenerated. Exploring for fungi where we could off the main forest track,
we eventually turned south to find a convenient spot for lunch with a nice
view overlooking a house called Greenhill – obviously a popular spot because
several convenient logs were left around to sit on. Then on we went through
Page - 13
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Basil’s Park to a cross path where Trevor hoped to find a path marked on the
map but not as a right of way ( does this sound familiar?!) leading straight on
into Nicholson’s Wood and then to Brickground Wood. Sure enough, we did
come out to more or-less where he thought we should even if we never did
find a path! Recent felling in Brickground Wood had created clearings which
might also be worth a visit at other times of the year. Our route then
proceeded southwards along the lane towards Queen Hoo Hall. Although
offering fantastic views towards Hertford, the track across the large field
south of the Hall could be very exposed on a bad day - we walked it fairly
briskly taking a few moments to admire what we could see of this stunning
Elizabethan house - not a lot of scope for fungi on the ploughed ground
either side.
Back in the woods once more – this time in Bramfield Park Wood – we took
the usual route following the southern perimeter and back up to Bramfield.
Quite a good variety of fungi were found but not in very large numbers – a
total of just over 70 species, a few of which were not positively identified.
Gilled Fungi: Russula ochroleuca, R. atropurpurea, R. mairei, R. fragilis,
Lactarius subdulcis, Mycena galopus and var. candida, M. galericulata, M.
inclinata, M. alcalina, M. pura, M. leptocephala, Hemimycena lactea,
Clitocybe nebularis, C. geotropa, C. metachroa, C. phaeopthalma,
Pseudoclitocybe cyathiformis, Melanoleuca polioleuca, Armillaria mellea,
Laccaria laccata, L. amethystina, Tricholoma fulvum, Collybia butyracea,
Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca, Lepiota cristata, Amanita citrina, Lepista nuda, L.
flaccida, Pluteus cervinus, Cortinarius sp. (possibly hemitrichus), another
Cortinarius (unident.) Gynopilus penetrans, G. junonius, Hebeloma
crustuliniforme, Inocybe geophylla, Inocybe sp., Kuehneromyces mutabilis,
Hypholoma fasciculare, Agaricus xanthoderma, Psathyrella (possibly
conopilus), Coprinopsis sylvaticus, C. lagopus, Coprinellus disseminatus,
Pleurotus cornucopiae, Crepidotus variabiis.
Boletes: Boletus cisalpinus, B. pruinatus.
Bracket fungi & crusts: Grifola frondosa, Ganoderma australe, Stereum
hirsutum, Trametes versicolor, Chondrostereum purpureum, Daedaliopsis
confragosa, Heterobasidion annosum, Bjerkandera adusta, Phellinus
ferruginosa.
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Puffballs & Earthballs: Lycoperdon perlatum, L. pyriforme, Scleroderma
citrinum.
Cup Fungi, Jellies, and others: Clavulina cristata, Calocera viscosa,
Auricularia auricula-judae, Dacrymyces stillatus, Ascocoryne sarcoides, Otidea
onotica, Rustroemia firma, Xylaria hypoxylon, Nectria cinnabarina, Hypoxylon
fragiforme, Diatrype disciformis.
Chris James

NOMANSLAND COMMON
Saturday 10th November

6 members, 1 visitor

The last time I was here there were weather warnings and the winds were
roaring through the trees. This time after a very wet start, we were luckier!
The rain eased and it was a reasonable day. However, I had to go home at
midday: I have led walks from Nomansland three times and three times I
have had to leave early. I put it down to the curse of the Wicked Lady - I am
afraid that if I spend too much time hunting for lichens I might stumble upon
her ghostly hideout!
Anyway, to get back to the walk, we had not strayed far from the car park indeed we had not left it at all - before we were peering at lichens on the
posts surrounding it. We then left the open and windswept southern part of
the common to cross the road and enter one of the relatively sheltered pits
on the north side and thence into the trees, beneath which were a variety of
fungi.
Though this woodland is secondary it is relatively old and many of the trees
are multi-stemmed, indicating they were formerly coppiced. Many of the
lower branches and trunks of the trees, where the light was reasonably good,
had a good covering of foliose lichens and we looked at an oak on the
margins of this wooded area which supported a particularly impressive array
of lichens, among them Parmelina tiliacea, a rare lichen in Hertfordshire,
notable for the brown-tipped, finger-like projections (isidia) which grow from
the centre of it.
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For a time, we left the cover of the trees and entered an area of short acidic
grassland. Growing on the barer areas was the lichen Cladonia rangiformis.
There was also some of the cup lichens Cladonia fimbriata and Cladonia
chlorophaea growing direct on soil or on old stems of Gorse strewn on the
ground. However, compared with some sites in Bedfordshire, Nomansland
has a restricted range of heathland lichens.
We entered the woodland again and looked at the one plant of Intermediate
Polypody Polypodium interjectum to be found on Nomansland. It is found
towards the base of an oak tree, just beneath where the tree forks.
Rainwater flowing down the stems of the Oak is naturally channelled into this
area, which has a humid microclimate and is covered with moss, but there is
still no obvious reason why the fern is not found on other trees where
conditions are apparently similar.
Lunch was taken at the heath area and the botanically richest area of
Nomansland. Some old tree stumps had a beautiful covering of the
varicoloured brackets of Turkey-tails fungus Coriolus versicolor and lichen
Cladonia chlorophaea. It was at this point that I left the party and Trevor
took over, leading the remainder of the party afterwards into Heartwood
Forest, where beetles took precedence - an especially interesting oak tree in
Pudler’s Wood, whose lower branches are covered in lichens, was left for
another day.
Paula later emailed me: “If I had known about the Wicked Lady I wouldn't
have lingered until dusk on Nomansland Common! A mist started to rise just
before we left which would have added to the atmosphere if I had known
about the Wicked Lady then!”
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Lichens
Amandinea punctata
Arthonia radiata
Bacidia cf. adastra
Caloplaca arcis
Caloplaca cerina
Caloplaca cerinella
Caloplaca phlogina
Candelariella reflexa
Candelariella vitellina
Cladonia chlorophaea
Cladonia coniocraea
Cladonia fimbriata
Cladonia cf. ochrochlora
Cladonia rangiformis
Dimerella pineti
Diploicia canescens
Evernia prunastri
Flavoparmelia caperata

Fuscidea lightfootii
Hypogymnia physodes
Hypotrachyna afrorevoluta
Hypotrachyna revoluta
Lecania cyrtella
Lecanora albescens
Lecanora carpinea
Lecanora chlarotera
Lecanora dispersa
Lecanora expallens
Lecanora hagenii
Lecanora muralis
Lecidella elaeochroma
Lecidella stigmatea
Lepraria incana s. str.
Lepraria lobificans
Melanelixia glabratula
Melanelixia subaurifera
Parmelia saxatilis

Parmelia sulcata
Parmelina tiliacea
Parmotrema perlatum
Phaeophyscia orbicularis
Physcia adscendens
Physcia aipolia
Physcia caesia
Physcia tenella
Physconia grisea
Placynthiella icmalea
Punctelia jeckeri
Punctelia subrudecta s. str.
Ramalina farinacea
Ramalina fastigiata
Trapeliopsis flexuosa
Usnea subfloridana
Xanthoria parietina
Xanthoria polycarpa

Andrew Harris

It’s not quite true that beetles took over in the afternoon! We in fact carried
on with fungi more than these, and also adding to the bird list. Our route
took us out to Pudler’s Wood on the higher ground, then through this wood,
before returning alongside Pismire Spring to the boundary hedge at the
western side of the Heartwood area, returning via the valley bottom to
Round Wood and the Common, noting the extensive recent tree-planting on
the slopes, where also great swathes of rough grass from former arable are
also being retained. By now the sun had come out and it was a splendid
evening.
However, it is true I did record a few insects, but none of them were very
remarkable, I am afraid. The best were probably the several specimens of
Violet Ground Beetle Carabus violaceus under logs in Pudler’s Wood, giving a
good indication that it is a productive site.
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Fungi (to the best of my limited abilities):
1. Nomansland Common: Mycena alcalina, M. leptocephala, M.
galericulata, M. rosea, Cuphophyllus russocoriaceus, Clitocybe nebularis,
Pluteus cervinus, Piptoporus betulinus, Laccaria amethystea, L. laccata,
Lepiota rhacodes, Lepista nuda, Lepista [=Clitocybe] flaccida, Rhodocollybia
butyracea, Lycoperdon spadiceum [= lividum?], Scleroderma areolatum,
Amanita muscaria, Boletus sp., Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca, Rickenella
swartzii, Clavulinopsis fusiformis, Clavariadelphus pistillaris, Tremella
mesenterica, Hypholoma fasciculare, Nectria cinnabarina, Russsula
ochroleuca, Russula sp. (red cap, peppery), Armillaria mellea, Trametes
versicolor, Crepidotus mollis, Galerina sp.
2. ‘Heartwood Forest’ (all Pudler’s Wood): Calocera cornea, Hypoxylon
fragiforme, Coprinus micaceus, Stereum gausapatum, Daldinia concentrica,
Auricularia auricula-judae, Laetiporus sulphureus, Xylaria hypoxylon,
Lycoperdon perlatum, Amanita rubescens, Lepiota procera, Clitocybe
nebularis, Ramaria stricta (agg.).
Birds:
1.

Nomansland Common: Wood Pigeon, Green Woodpecker (1), Great Spotted
Woodpecker (1), Skylark, Mistle Thrush (1), Robin, Goldcrest (6 in bushes,
later p.m.), Great Tit, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch (1), Treecreeper (2),
Dunnock, Carrion Crow, Magpie, Jay (1), Chaffinch, Goldfinch (c.3), Siskin (1
over), Redpoll (2 over).

2.

‘Heartwood Forest’ (Pudler’s Wood etc.): Kestrel (1 calling loudly nearby),
Skylark (large flock), Mistle Thrush (1), Redwing (small party), Blackbird,
Goldcrest, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Yellowhammer (c.3).
Beetles (all Pudler’s Wood): Carabus violaceus (4), Loricera pilicornis, Nebria
brevicollis, Quedius lateralis, Cis bilamellatus.
Other insects: Cynips quercusfolii (Cherry Galls on Oak)(Nomansland
Common).
Trevor James
Page - 18

BNA BULLETIN 128

BEANE VALLEY
Sunday 25th November

7 members

Saturday had been a day of incessant rain, continuing a prolonged spell of
wet weather, and during the night a wind from the north-east got up. It
seemed doubtful that the outing would take place, but in the event Sunday
morning was bright, though chilly, and seven members arrived for the walk.
On the way down towards the River Beane from Watton the first feature of
interest was an immense Oak tree, six pairs of outstretched arms being
needed to surround its trunk. A large hard bracket on it with an uneven
lower surface was identified as Oak Mazegill, and in the leaf litter around
there were other common fungi. Coming towards the lake in the Woodhall
estate formed by damming the Beane, we had wonderful views of a pair of
Red Kites cavorting at low level above it while on the water six Little Grebes
were watched with amusement as they bobbed up and down.
The Beane was in full spate, foaming over the weir, a most unusual sight,
given the degree of extraction by Water Authorities further upstream. The
stone bridge over the river was an attraction for lichen-seekers, with a variety
of different species on offer. Growing on the bridge was Rustyback Fern,
with many orange globules attached to the fronds. They were presumed to
be caused by insects.
From there the walk followed the river to Stapleford, passing an array of
Spindle berries, before reaching Clusterbolts Wood for lunch. As we sat, a
light-coloured Cream-spot Ladybird (Calvia 14-guttata), a flying insect
(possibly Lymexylon navale?), and a day-flying moth visited and aroused
speculation.
The way back to base involved walking through Stapleford, where a roof,
conveniently located low down close to the pavement, caused some
excitement for the number and variety of lichens on it. Farther on, near the
end of the walk, a shelterbelt wood supplied a few fungi.
Birds : Little Grebe, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Wigeon,
Mallard, Mandarin Duck, Kestrel, Buzzard, Red Kite, Mistle Thrush, Song
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Thrush, Redwing, Fieldfare, Blackbird, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Blue Tit,
Long-tailed Tit, Starling.
Fungi : Bolbitius vitellinus, Clitocybe nebularis, C. rosea, Collybia confluens,
Coprinus disseminatus, C. atramentarius, Crepidotus variabilis, Daldinia
concentrica, Daedalia quercina, Hypoxylon xylaria, H, fragiforme, Mycena
galericulata, M. rosea, Stereum rugosum, Pholiota squarrosa, Polyporus
badius, Russula ochroleuca, Trametes versicolor.
Andrew Gilchrist
Lichens : The most interesting lichen of the day was Candelaria concolor,
which was growing on moss on a roof tile in the middle of Stapleford. It is a
species that is increasing as SO2 levels decline and may also be affected by
global warming. Another lichen that was noted by our group was Diploicia
canescens, with the lobes that give it the common name of the Brain Lichen.
Paula Shipway

FISHERS GREEN, LEA VALLEY for Birds
Sunday 9th December

7 members, 3 visitors

After a week of freezing temperatures, it was quite mild when ten of us
gathered in the car park at Fishers Green. Grey skies were forecast with sun
breaking forth at about the time we would be removing our boots, but we
were fortunate to have blue sky from the start. A cold wind reduced the
temperature but we were mostly sheltered from this as our route lay
between trees and hedges.
Due to the leader’s failing sight, hearing, cognitive power and sheer lack of
bird identification skills, she was very relieved that William had turned up,
since birds it was to be today. The only insect (and no we didn’t go probing
rotting tree trunks) was a fly that landed on Paula’s lunch box. We peered at
it and all came to the conclusion that it was definitely a fly.
We *dipped out of any Bitterns at the Bittern Watchpoint. But we looked
across the 100 acre lake at numerous ducks, gulls and Cormorants
interspersed with Coots, Mute Swans and Great Crested Grebes. Leaving the
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hide, we walked north along the path alongside the River Lea (as opposed to
the Lee Navigation) (where we also *dipped out of the two Kingfishers that
had been seen disputing territory the previous week) eventually finding our
way to the Grebe Hide. The eponymous bird glided behind an island and was
never seen again but there were fifty plus Tufted Ducks and two Common
Gulls.
We wandered to the end of a narrow spit from where tall ivy and guanocovered trees could be seen at the end of a lagoon. The trees are usually
frequented by nesting Cormorants and Grey Herons. One tree seemed to
have disappeared and only a single heron was visible, but Shoveller, Gadwall
and Wigeon swirled around the lagoon. A Goldcrest was identified in nearby
scrub by its *jizz and yellow crest. We ate lunch back at the car park when
Jean and Andrew came to say ‘hello’. They had arrived late having taken a
circuitous route, visiting many villages on the way. They did not stay as Jean
was suffering from a nosebleed. After lunch we walked east towards the
farm and café, where we were denied coffee as the café was closed for
winter. In the fields beside the farm roadway were flocks of Greylag, Canada
and Egyptian Geese and a black, melanistic Pheasant. Velvet Shank grew on
the trunk of a scrubby hedge tree (species not recorded). We *dipped out of
the Yellow Hammers we had hoped to see in the farm hedges and returned
by a different path. At the top of a small grassy hill, that had been closely
cropped by Rabbits, tiny puff balls grew in the grass. A lichen growing on the
ground by a bench was identified by Paula as Diploschistes muscorum.
Meandering along a narrow path we encountered a series of ‘mini habitats’,
a mini meadow, alongside a chalk bank and a dry stonewall, through a wood
to Norman’s Pond whose surrounds had been cleared of all vegetation.
Fingers crossed that the Purple Loosestrife, Meadow Sweet and orchids
would spring up again come May. The pond was still fairly choked with
Lesser Reed Mace. By the end of the day we had seen a few dandelions in
pathetic flower and a few flowers of gorse - but you know what they say
about that… At the next stop we identified elder flower champagne, tea,
toasted scones and strawberry jam.
List of birds generously provided by William Bishop but no *ticks *lifers or
*firsts or even *plastics for William this time
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Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Mute Swan,
Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Egyptian Goose, Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal,
Mallard, Shoveler, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Buzzard,
Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Lapwing, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Feral
Pigeon, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Robin, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Redwing,
Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Jay, Magpie, Jackdaw, Carrion
Crow, Starling, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Siskin, Water Rail
To dip out (or dip): To miss seeing a bird which you were looking for.
First: A first record of a species (in a defined area, such as a county
first).
Jizz: the overall impression given by the general shape, movement,
behaviour, of a species rather than any particular feature.
Experienced birders can often identify species, even with only
fleeting or distant views, on jizz alone.
Lifer: A first-ever sighting of a bird species by an observer; an
addition to one's life list.
List: a list of all species seen by a particular observer (often qualified,
e.g. life list, county list, year list, etc.). Keen twitchers may keep
several lists, and some listers compete to amass longer lists than
their rivals.
Plastic: Adjective used to indicate a bird which has escaped from
captivity, rather than a genuinely wild bird.
Tick: An addition to a personal list (sometimes qualified as year tick,
county tick, etc.). Life tick and lifer are synonymous. A tart's tick is a
relatively common species added to one's list later than might be
expected.
June Crew
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Boxing Day Ramble

HITCH WOOD, PRESTON
Wednesday 26th December

11 members

Along with several other Boxing Day walkers, we gathered at the small car
park at the north-east corner of Hitch Wood, shoe-horning our cars in where
we could! It was a bit of a grey old day but this did not dampen the spirits of
BNA members for whom the Boxing Day walk is now a well-loved tradition.
Before setting off on the walk, members looked in Hill End chalk pit, a very
small long-disused pit tucked away off the track up to Hill End Farm. The pit
is nationally important for fossils but the exposure where these were
discovered has been carefully covered up to protect the site from
unauthorised diggers. It was great to have Jack Doyle with us to tell us about
the geology of the pit. In winter, the botanical interest of the grassland was
less obvious (and badly over-shaded by scrub!) so we recorded only signs of
Rabbits (lots), Fox and Fallow Deer, along with the shells of Round-mouthed
Snail Pomatias elegans and Kentish Snail Monacha cantiana. Birds heard in
the vicinity were Wren, Robin, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Great Tit and
Jackdaw. Chris also spotted some very large specimens of Candlesnuff
fungus growing on a stump.
Our route continued on the track leading north to towards Chapelfoot. On
the way we passed Minsden Chapel, now a ruin hidden in the edge of
Minsden Chapel plantation. Formerly a chapel of ease for parishioners at
Preston and Almshoe, it fell out of use in the late 17 th century before being
pillaged for its stones and timbers. Now known locally as the site where the
ashes of Reginald Hine, Hitchin’s historian, were scattered, it is a sad and
overgrown place. Naturally though, Herts Branch lichenologists went to work
looking for species of interest on the flints and Trevor recorded Long-tailed
Tits, Blue Tits, Goldcrests, Pheasants and Carrion Crows.
We eventually extracted people from the ruins and continued on downhill,
admiring the extensive views. More birds were added to the list, including
Skylarks and a flock of about 20 Yellowhammers. At Chapelfoot, we followed
the B656 briefly before turning on to the field path leading south-west to
Poynders End. What goes down usually goes up again (even in
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Hertfordshire!), and our path climbed steadily to a high point of almost 150
metres. By this time, the weather had brightened up considerably, the sky
was blue and the views north, east and south-east were pretty good. A day
out in Hertfordshire nowadays usually includes sightings of Red Kite and
Buzzard – and we were not disappointed! Both were flying together to the
north of us. We added Linnets to the farmland bird list, along with Song
Thrush and Dunnock.
At Preston, nearly everybody was attracted to a wonderfully photogenic brick
wall crusted with mosses and lichens. Quite a time was spent here admiring
colours and structures before we set off again towards Hitch Wood, following
the old lane into the wood at Lady Grove. Chris found several fungi growing
on the lane banks: Butter-cap Collybia butyracea, Tawny Funnel Lepista
inversa, Velvet Shank Flammulina velutipes, Scurfy Twiglet Tubaria
furfuracea, Russet Toughshank Collybia dryophila, Stump Puffball Lycoperdon
pyriforme and Jelly Ear Auricularia auricula-judae.
Our route through Hitch Wood was one of Trevor’s ‘specials’, although it did
follow paths! As it was winter, the wood was fairly quiet but Nuthatch,
Treecreeper, Marsh Tit and Great-spotted Woodpecker were all heard or
seen, along with a small family party of Goldcrests and two Jays. Beautiful
clumps of Jelly Ear and Velvet Shank were found on trees near the road just
before we found ourselves back at the cars.

Jelly Ear Fungus

Velvet Shank Fungus
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A very good Boxing Day lunch was enjoyed at the Rusty Gun pub at Chapel
Foot before we parted for our homes after another very enjoyable day in the
Hertfordshire countryside.
Chris James

SARRATT WINTER TREE IDENTIFICATION
Sunday 5th January 2013

14 members

Fourteen members, including a lovely surprise visit from our Vice-president
Bryan Sage and his wife Audrey (who, as many of you know, live in Norfolk
but were visiting locally), met on a misty morning. While we were all
gathering, Trevor mentioned that there had been a recent sighting of a Great
White Egret in the locality. Now, if only the mist would clear…!
The route started off along Dawes Lane before heading south through Dawes
Common, following the Chiltern Way path to the church. From the church
we took the south-west footpath, past Goldingtons to walk along the River
Chess, before hopping over the county border to have lunch in the shelter of
Mount Wood, a beech woodland typical of the Chilterns. Following lunch the
route took us back over the river (and in to Hertfordshire!) towards Sarratt
Bottom, retuning along Dawes Lane and the northern section of Dawes
Common.
We were off to a good start recording fifteen tree / shrub species in Dawes
Common, including: a Hazel Corylus avellana with twisted stems, formed
where Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum had previously wound its way
around the stem and constricted the stem growth; Ash Fraxinus excelsior;
Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum; Holly Ilex aquifolium; Cherry Prunus
avium; Elm (most likely Smooth-leaved Elm Ulmus minor); Silver Birch Betula
pendula; Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur; Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus,
where we looked at the difference between this (green buds) and Norway
Maple (red-brown buds); Common Alder Alnus glutinosa – identified from its
hairless brown shoots and mauve club-shaped buds (the Grey Alder has hairy
shoots and the Italian Alder has a variable bloom and bright green shoots);
Elder Sambucus nigra, Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna; Cherry Plum Prunus
cerasifera – similar to Blackthorn but in the former the twigs are green rather
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than grey/brown as in the latter; and a willow that caused a bit of head
scratching at first but as there were striations under the bark of second year
old stems it was identified as Grey Willow Salix cinerea.
As we struck out from the common, Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris, Common
Lime Tilia x europaea, and Hornbeam Carpinus betulus were also recorded.
In the churchyard Yew Taxus baccata and planted Silver Maple Acer
saccharinum were added to the list. Some of the group also spent time
examining a deciduous Magnolia tree, but with over 80 species in this genus
(not including varieties and hybrids) it is no surprise we were unable to
confidently identify this one!
On our walk past Goldingtons a mature Holm Oak Quercus ilex was noted and
down by the river, red-stemmed maples (narrowed down by David and Mike
to possibly one of the Snake-bark Maples).
Along the river were a number of different willows, including Crack Willow
Salix x fragilis. We did not linger too long at these as we would probably
have still been there come nightfall! Nearby we paused near to a large patch
of whorled grass Catabrosa aquatica for a warming drink and photo
opportunities of the group (and grass)! – Whorled grass is shown in Trevor
James’ Herts Flora as having a rather limited distribution in the county, but
seemingly doing well along the Chess Valley.
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There were no new records (not counting the Beech Fagus sylvatica trees in
Mount Wood, Buckinghamshire) until we returned back along Dawes Lane
where we noticed Grey Poplar Populus x canescens (a hybrid between White
Poplar and Aspen), Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, Blackthorn Prunus spinosa,
and Spindle Euonymus europaeus, with its squareish green stems that allow
the plant to continue to photosynthesise after it has shed its leaves.
Through the north of the
common Andrew Harris
came across an Apple
Malus pumila, Trevor
identified a possible cross
between Grey and Goat
Willow Salix x reichardtii
(having intermediate
characters and only faint
striations under the
bark), and Downy Birch
Betula pubescens,
although as this tree was
growing beside a Silver
Birch it could also have
been the hybrid between
the two birch species
Betula x aurata. Close by
was a Silver Birch with a large gall growth (c. 90 cm around) on the bole
trunk. The growth had been partly damaged and rot had set in, forming its
own micro-ecosystem! After some internet searching it appears to be crown
gall disease Rhizobium radiobacter (Agrobacterium tumefaciens) a
pathogenic bacterium that can cause growth anywhere on a plant’s stem or
roots but particularly where the stem and roots join.
Conspicuously absent from our list were any Sorbus species, such as Rowan S.
aucuparia, known to occur in Dawes Common; Wayfaring Tree and Guelder
Rose; also no sightings of the Great White Egret! Ah well, not a bad day with
24 native/naturalised tree/shrub species (and hybrids) identified, as well as
several planted exotics.
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Other Records:
Birds (the compilation of the list below was largely from TJ and BS):
Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Blackbird, Magpie, Dunnock, Great Spotted
Woodpecker (2), Kestrel (1) (Dawes Lane)
Carrion Crow, Treecreeper, Jackdaw (Dawes Common)
Redwing, Goldfinch (south-east edge of Dawes Common)
Starling, Wood Pigeon (churchyard)
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Collared Dove, Chaffinch, Little
Egret (4), Pied Wagtail, Buzzard (1), Red Kite (1), Wren (along River Chess)
Moorhen, Mallard, Mute Swan (River Chess)
Jay, Long-tailed Tit, Goldcrest (Mount Wood)
Mammals: Mole (dozens of mole hills in a field adjacent to the River Chess,
north of Sarratt Mill House), Rabbit and Fox (those with a more sensitive nose
in the group smelt Fox along Dawes Lane).
Laura Gravestock

BRANCH AGM
(postponed to 23rd February due to snow!)

WINTER WEEKEND in North Norfolk
Friday 1st February – Sunday 3rd February

16 members

This was a classic ‘east coast in winter’ weekend, remembered for biting
winds, sleety squalls, bright skies, loads of birds and good company. We
were based at Wells-next-the-Sea on the north Norfolk coast, where our
Vice-president Bryan Sage has lived for over 30 years. Bryan & Trevor
arranged the programme, which included walks at Holme, Titchwell, Cley and
Salthouse Heath.
On Saturday morning, the party drove west along the coast road to Holme.
Keeping our eyes open for birds on the way, we spotted flocks of Wigeon and
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Lapwing on the marshes at Holkham and a large mixed flock of Fieldfares,
Redwings and Starlings at Burnham Market. Cars were parked in the Dune
car park at the west end of the village. From here we walked out towards
Holme Observatory and we didn’t have to wait long to feel the force of the
wind blowing from the NW and bringing the first squall! At first we recorded
birds typical of village edge – Magpie, Dunnock, more Starlings, House
Sparrow and Wood Pigeon but as we reached the more open ground behind
the dunes we had Meadow Pipits and Skylarks and then the gulls – immature
Great Black-backs over the sea, along with Herring Gulls, Black-headed Gulls
and a few Common Gulls. There were also some Kittiwakes.
On the seaward side of the dunes, although barely able to see through
watering eyes (or keep binoculars still!), we found large flocks of Sanderling
feeding on the shore as well as a few Knot, a small flock of Turnstones, about
100 Oystercatchers, one or two Grey Plover, some Dunlin and a few
Redshank. Continuing eastwards (with the wind pushing us along) we found
Reed Buntings and a flock of about 20 Twite foraging along the shore. A belt
of pine trees around the observatory offered some shelter for a time (and a
Great Tit) but we were soon out into the wind again on the dunes - but in
beautiful sunny conditions. Chris spotted an interesting fungus and very
soon others began to find lots more. It was obviously just the right time and
place to find Winter Stalkball Tulostoma brumale – a rare member of the
puffball family that favours calcareous dunes!
Water birds on the inland pools were Mute Swan, Mallard, Shoveler, Teal,
Wigeon, Pochard, Tufted Duck, both Little and Great-crested Grebes and
Coot.
Each member found a sheltered spot
tucked in to a clump of Marram
grass on the dunes facing the sun to
enjoy their picnic lunch – it was
almost possible to believe there
wasn’t a gale blowing as long as you
didn’t stand up!
(Photo: Shirley Bell)
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Our return across the inland marshy fields gave us more birds: about 100
Curlews, another 50 or so Lapwings, a couple of Shags, 300 Brent Geese flying
towards the west, quite a few Shelduck and one Little Egret.
On the return drive along the coast, a Marsh Harrier flew over the road and a
Barn Owl was also seen. We couldn’t pass the RSPB reserve at Titchwell
without at least taking a brief look to see what was about and we were
rewarded with excellent views of a Spotted Redshank feeding very close to
the path and a couple of Avocets. Also here were loads more ducks including
Pintail and Gadwall, two more Little Egrets, Black-tailed Godwits , another
Marsh Harrier, more gulls, as well as some very noisy Coots. Out on the
shore were thousands more gulls of various species and hundreds of
Oystercatchers, Sanderlings and other wading birds – all but impossible to
focus on properly!
Saturday evening’s supper took place at the Edinburgh pub and we probably
all slept well after a day’s exposure to so much very fresh air.
On Sunday morning, everyone gathered at Cley Nature Reserve, along the
coast east of Wells. A rather grey day beckoned and the wind was still
blowing! After a while spent in the visitor centre putting off the inevitable,
we set off along the East Bank. This raised walkway led past a series of
marshy pools but in contrast to the previous day, birds were rather thin on
the ground (or in the water!) with one or two only of most species seen on
our way down to the shore. The species were similar to those seen at Holme,
with the addition of a Purple Sandpiper. There were good views of this and a
few Golden Plover seen feeding in the grassy meadows. Turnstones were
feeding on the shore and, out at sea, there was a small ‘raft’ of Common
Scoter and regular movements of all the gulls – but no great numbers of any
of them. We added Pied Wagtails to the list at the shore car park but sadly,
no Shore Larks.
On our way back through Cley, single birds of the usual garden / village
species were seen and back at the visitor centre, we enjoyed our second
good view of a Marsh Harrier.
After lunch, it was decided to go inland for a change of scene and perhaps
some shelter from the wind! From Cley we continued east for a short way
and drove uphill to Salthouse Heath, a large area of mixed oak & birch
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woodland with open heather / gorse clearings. Trevor’s notebook says: “Very
silent, except for persistent wind. Very few birds of any kind” - Blackbird (a
few), Robin (1), Dunnock (1), Wren (1), Blue Tit (2 or 3), Chaffinch (small
party), Yellowhammer (2 flying over), Green Woodpecker (calling), Wood
Pigeon (a few), Woodcock (1 flying over), Buzzard (1), Kestrel (1), Carrion
Crow”. From Salthouse, BNA members went their separate ways home after
another enjoyable, if windy, weekend on the Norfolk coast. Although we had
not seen birds in vast numbers and were perhaps a bit late in the year to see
the huge flocks of geese for which the area is well-known, the bird list
totalled 80 species.
Chris James

DANEMEAD AND HODDESDON PARK WOOD
for Lichens
Saturday 16th February

10 members & 2 visitors

As this was a meeting devoted to lichens the walk from the car park to
Danemead Nature reserve took some considerable time, with several
distractions on the way. We spent what was remaining of the morning
wandering around Danemead, which at first did not seem to have that much
of interest until we came to the trees on the eastern edge, which had low
spreading canopies ideal for lichens and within easy reach of the observer.
The lichens were mainly of the large leafy type and included species which
like rather nutrient poor acidic bark, now rather uncommon and localised in
the enriched environment of Hertfordshire. These included Hypogymnia
tubulosa and Parmelia saxatilis. Trevor drew attention to the fine grove of
Aspen on the opposite side of the reserve, commenting that as Aspen did not
set seed in our current climate the rootstock would have persisted there for
eight thousand years since the last glacial interlude.
By lunch we were still only a few metres from the cars, but after lunch we set
off in a more determined fashion, following the meandering stream on the
margins of Hoddesdon Park Wood. The Hornbeams included many fine
examples of relict coppice on the banks of the gently flowing channel and
several had extensive encrustations of Graphis scripta, known as
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Scripturewort due to the rune-like pattern of its fruiting bodies. Close
inspection of the Oak standards revealed the tiny buff fruiting bodies of
Dimerella pineti. These trees were a hybrid between Pedunculate and Sessile
Oak and were even-aged. This, and the earthworks of a one-time moated
lodge we passed, was evidence that Hoddesdon Park Wood would not have
always been the woodland we saw today, though, as wood pasture, had
some continuity of tree cover and ancient woodland species.
We finally left the stream as we neared the eastern end. Here a few oaks had
Lecanactis abietina, but a search for Thelotrema lepadinum was in vain again,
showing there was not the long continuity of woodland here as there is at
neighbouring Wormley Wood. There was a fine old Hornbeam pollard on the
boundary of Highfield Wood. Most of the trunk had rotted away so one
could imagine just leaning on it too hard and that would be that. Paula found
Pertusaria hymenina, rare in Hertfordshire.
Andrew Harris

BRANCH AGM
Saturday 23rd February
24 members
Our postponed AGM at Digswell Village Church Hall was well attended as
usual and it was good to welcome new members Julie Wise and Christine
Lees to a very enjoyable afternoon of essential business, wildlife reports, an
excellent tea and a slide show. Chairman Trevor James, Treasurer David
Shipway and Committee Member Laura Gravestock were re-elected and a
bank balance of almost £467.00 had been carried forward from the previous
year.
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COTTERED AREA
Sunday 3rd March

14 members

Writing this a week later, while snow is falling and a bitter wind is blowing, I
cannot believe the lovely day we were blessed with. Thirteen of us set off
from Cottered Village Hall in sunny mild conditions. Spring was here, so we
thought.
Walking along the road towards Brook Ned, Trevor spotted a different
bramble leaf. Unable to name it at this time of year, a return visit in the
summer is planned, possibly a new bramble for Hertfordshire. I pointed out a
few common micro-fungi on old nettle stems, namely the orange pulvinate
cushions of Callorina neglecta and the black tear drop perithecia of
Leptosphaeria acuta.
The start of a muddy footpath led us down towards Burymead Lane. The
lane itself is lined with a lot of Hazel bushes and on examination of the fallen
nut shells it was discovered some had been eaten by Dormice. Arum and
Dog’s Mercury leaves were in evidence and as we crossed a grassy field, a
flock of Fieldfares rose from sunning themselves in an Oak tree.
Our footpath led us on to the moat, a potentially interesting plant site that
has been neglected and become overgrown. In summer many Common
Spotted Orchids and a variety of sedges grow. With some clearance the area
could be made a lot better. Several abandoned straw bales produced nice
large discs of Peziza vesiculosa and the dainty bell-shaped cups of Coprinopsis
lagopus (=Coprinus). On old Juncus stems swarms of Lachnum apalus
(=Dasyscyphus) raised their tiny fringed cups on short stalks, easy to miss if
you are not expecting to see them growing there. Just outside the moat is
the most massive stack of straw bales, some standing as tall as a house.
Taking a random look for insect life, it was sad to find nothing among the
straw. No wonder there are no birds, man has sprayed and sterilised the life
out of everything.
Heading for a small spinney, mostly Ash and a few large Cherry trees, fallen
branches were in abundance. Trevor picked up a few beetles and I found a
couple of Ash-associated fungi: firstly little white urn-shaped cups, about
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0.2mm in diameter which in fact belong to the basidiomycete family and
called Episphaeria fraxinicola; the other, a jelly fungus Eichleriella deglubens
looking a bit like Stereum rugosum.
Now back on Spring Lane, Cottered Warren, we headed across a field to Back
Lane on the Roman Road, sitting to have our lunch in Drinkwater Wood. The
lane produced a few fungi, Enceolia furfuracea found by Paula on Hazel who
impressively remembered the name from a previous walk; and Tapesia fusca,
looking rather like Mollisia cinerea but with blue-grey discs and sitting on a
hairy subiculum. On an old umbellifer stem grew Trichopeziza mollissima
(=Dasyscyphus). This is stalkless, with whitish discs surrounded by yellowish
brown hairs and is common during the spring months. In a sheltered spot,
Primrose leaves sprouted from the banks along with leaves of a violet and
Barren Strawberry.
Leaving the lane we opted for a grassy path on the opposite side of the
hedge, the footpath having been churned up by horses. We followed the
road past the noisy dog kennels and then joined another nice lane leading us
back along the Ardeley brook. We stopped to admire a few old Ash trees and
wondered whether they would survive the expected outbreak of Chalara
fraxinea, Ash die-back disease.
Back at the cars, a happy but very tired dog thankfully sat down. We had all
had a good day in favourable weather. I couldn’t have ordered it better
myself.
Kerry Robinson
Coprinopsis lagopus (=Coprinus) on straw bale
Hypholoma fasciculare
Tubaria furfuracea
Bjerkandera adusta
Bysomerulius corium
Coniophora puteana
Dendrothele acerina
Episphaeria fraxinicola
Hyphodontia sambuci
Peniophora incarnata on Field Maple
Peniophora quercina
Phellinus tuberose on Prunus spinosa
Radulomyces confluens
Schizopora paradoxa

Tremella mesenterica
Ascodichaena rugosa on Oak
Callorina neglecta on old nettle stems
Daldinia concentrica
Diatrype stigma
Diatypella quercina
Encoelia furfuracea
Hypoxylon confluens
Hypoxylon fuscum
Hypoxylon perterinae
Lachnum apalus on old Juncus stems
Leptosphaeria acuta on old nettle stems
Mollisia cinerea
Nectria episphaeria
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Stereum hirsutum
Stereum rugosum
Trametes versicolor
Trechispora farinacea
Vuillemina comedans
Auricularia auricula-judae
Eichleriella deglubens on Ash
Exidia plana (=E. glandulosa)
Exidia nucleata (=Myxarium)
Stypella dubia

Orbilia auricolor
Peziza vesiculosa on straw bales
Trapesia fusca
Trichopeziza mollissima (=Dasyscyphus
mollissimus
Trochila cratenerium on old Ivy leaf
Trochila laurocerasi
Marchandiomyces corrolinus
Puccinia lapsanae on Nipplewort leaves
Metatrichia floriformis

For the record, I made out the following lists of observations on the day:
Birds: Buzzard, Kestrel, Pheasant, Tawny Owl (near Little Osbournes),Wood
Pigeon, Collared Dove, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Fieldfare, Song Thrush, Blackbird, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit,
Nuthatch, Dunnock, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Starling, Pied Wagtail,
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow.
Mammals: Dormouse (opened hazel nuts, with characteristic round holes
showing tooth marks diagonally outside the holes)) (old green lane near
Flanders Green), Wood Mouse (sp.) (also opened nuts), Fallow Deer (slots),
Rabbit (burrows), Fox (scent), Mole (hills at Little Osbournes).
Beetles: Harmonia axyridis (Harlequin Ladybird), Psylliodes chrysocephala (a
flea-beetle), Anchomenus dorsalis (ground beetle, common under stones),
Anotylus rugosus (a rove beetle), Pterostichus madidus (‘The Clock’, a ground
beetle), Pterostichus vernalis (a ground beetle – relatively uncommon),
Leistus spinibarbis (another ground beetle), Nebria brevicollis (and another
ground beetle), Loricera pilicornis (ground beetle, specialising on feeding on
spring-tails), Dorcus parallelepipedus (Lesser Stag Beetle – holes in dead ash
trunk), Scolytus multistriatus (Lesser Elm Bark Beetle).
Plants: Viola odorata(Sweet Violet) var. praecox (at village hall car park),
Daphne laureola (Spurge Laurel) (Cottered Warren), Iris foetidissima (Stinking
Iris) (Flanders End).
Trevor James
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UNDERSTANDING OUR BEETLES
th

Saturday 16 March
I am probably a bit biased (!) but this was a very interesting and informative
talk about the many and varied aspects of beetles in Hertfordshire. I found
out all sorts of things about beetle recording in the county even though I live
with the man who gave the talk! We heard a little about the men who had
recorded beetles in the past (why not women I wonder?), we got our eye in
to the wonderful variety of shapes, sizes, colours and appendages of beetles
and the kinds of habitats we might expect to find them and we were told why
some beetles seem to be so relatively hard to find. As always, you learn
much more as a result of questions asked by members which always seem to
lead down other ‘alleyways’ of information.
Thank you, Trevor, for another excellent talk.

Chris James

GREAT GADDESDEN and the Gade Valley
Saturday 30th March

11 members

It was 2°C when we met at Great Gaddesden
and we were to find patches of snow still
present on the hills above the Gade valley
and to experience flurries of snow too. We
parked by the school and, as we assembled,
house sparrows, a blue tit and a magpie
were seen. Overhead there was a buzzard
and a red kite.
We set off south eastwards following the
course of the river Gade, pausing to look in the ponds alongside. The water
level was higher than usual. In the water meadows one or two specimens of
Lesser Celandine and Dandelion were in flower. There were mole heaps in
the water meadows and a rabbit was seen. On the river there was a Coot on
the nest, Mute Swans and a Moorhen. The last pond before the footbridge
was fringed with clumps of Tussock Sedge, a feature, Trevor told us, of
spring-fed calcareous water. Part of one clump of the sedge was teased
Page - 36

BNA BULLETIN 128

apart and two species of beetle were found. Shoots of Mare’s-tail protruded
from the water surface.
We crossed over the footbridge (a long process, as lichens were examined on
the way!) and by the house there was Red Dead-nettle and Chickweed in
flower. We also saw Lesser Celandine here.
We climbed up through the park, passing to the west of Gaddesden Place. On
the eastern edge of Oaken Grove I pointed out the nest of a Red Kite high up
in a Scots Pine tree. (Jum and I had seen the bird sitting close to the nest two
weeks earlier). A Red Kite flew close by, perhaps anxious at our presence, as
we looked at the nest through binoculars. Before we reached the footpath,
taking us to London Wood we were surprised to see 20 or more Meadow
Pipits taking flight from the grass field- they were probably on migration to
their northern breeding grounds.
There were tracks of Muntjac deer along the edge of London Wood. Beyond
the wood we came to the avenue of Common Lime trees (though some trees
were without the luxuriant growth of stems that reached up and surrounded
the base of many of the trees). One tree had recently shed a branch and
there were sections of combs of Honey Bees among the end of the fallen
branch, where it had fallen away from a height of perhaps four metres above
ground. Primroses were in flower in the avenue and we found plants of
Pignut and Barren Strawberry. It was here that we had lunch.
In the parkland by the
Golden Parsonage
were many Sweet
Chestnut trees. We
measured the girth of
the largest - at a height
of one metre it came to
8 and a half metres,
taking six of us with
arms outstretched
around the trunk to
complete the circle.
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The small copse north of The Lane House had Wild Daffodils but we found
only one in flower in the wood (several others were still in bud due to the
cold weather of late) and one or two flowering along the Grey Poplar lined
drive. On the pond were several species of [ornamental – T.J.]waterfowl
including Tufted Duck and exotic species such as Bahama Pintail and Chiloe
Wigeon. In the pasture beyond we found Bulbous Buttercup coming up (the
springtime buttercup of old pasture).
We made our way south along the Hertfordshire Way and so along the
eastern edge of Hoo Wood. Along the eastern edge of woodland joining the
north of Hoo Wood we saw about 20 Fallow Deer, including several mature
bucks with palmate antlers. The deer seemed in a playful mood. One chased
another as we watched while a third was seen to spring up from the ground
like a springtime lamb! Alongside Hoo Wood Trevor identified the calls of
Treecreeper and Goldcrest.
While most of Hoo Wood is a conifer plantation a strip of “original”
deciduous woodland has been left along the eastern side. It was thought
that this was how many Chiltern woods would have looked. We counted ten
species of tree: Whitebeam, Hornbeam, Field Maple, Ash, Beech, Hazel,
Holly, Silver Birch, and Wild Cherry (Gean) plus a hawthorn. The woodland
floor was covered with Bluebells, although, due to the recent cold weather,
the flower buds had yet to appear.
To the east of the wood and down to the road the arable field was extremely
“stony”, being full of flints of all shapes and sizes, some of them rounded and
smooth as a result of past action of the sea. At this point I will digress a little
and share information from the website www.discoveringfossils.co.uk: “Flint
is composed of silicon - the second most common element on Earth. ...the
silica that formed them was originally produced from the remains of sea
sponges and silicaceous micro-organisms... during the late Cretaceous period
(60-95 million years ago).... Flint is found in areas with chalk bedrock. This is
because flint formed within the sediment that later became chalk. ...The
chalk was formed.... from the [skeletal] remains of microscopic calcareous
plankton.”
In the hedgerows near the road were Wayfaring Tree and Dogwood.
Crossing over the road, we had views of the river Gade to the north. There
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was a flock of about 50 Teal, a pair of Canada Geese (on the grass banks) and
several Gadwall.
The temperature had risen to 4°C as we made our way home.
Mike Demidecki
Birds (for the record): Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Mallard, Gadwall, Teal,
Red Kite, Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Lapwing, Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot,
Common Gull, Black-headed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove, Green
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Fieldfare, Redwing, Song
Thrush (village),Blackbird, Robin, Goldcrest, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Longtailed Tit, Treecreeper, Wren, Dunnock, Grey Wagtail, Pied Wagtail, Meadow
Pipit, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Siskin,
House Sparrow.
It might also be worth remarking that, of the beetles William Bishop and I
found during the walk, the two at the spring-fed pond near Great Gaddesden
were a specialist of water plants called Psammoecus bipunctatus and the
common rove beetle Tachyporus hypnorum. Near Ledgemoor Lane at
Sarratt, I came across a ground beetle in a pile of wood chips by the path that
turned out to be the scarce Notiophilus quadripunctatus, which has very few
Hertfordshire records. It specialises on living on gravelly ground, which it
certainly was here! I also came across the exit holes of the stem-boring
beetle Xylocleptes bispinus, which lives in old Clematis vitalba (Wild Clematis)
stems, in the hedgerow below Hoo Wood.
Trevor James

WALKERN & WOOD END
Saturday 13th April

14 members

The route for today’s field meeting was selected to include as many old lanes,
hedgerows and woodlands as possible so that we could look for a wide
variety of species in early spring time. We made a bright start in sunshine at
the ford in Church Lane, Walkern where the River Beane crosses the road.
There was a good variety of birds in the area and it was nice to record at least
15 nests in a rookery near the parish church and our first Spring species – a
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male chiffchaff singing. After checking up and down the river and finding 3
mallards we moved off eastwards down the lane. Both white and purple
colour varieties of Sweet Violet were sprinkled along the banks near the
church, along with our first primroses. Unfortunately we also found a
smooth newt squashed on the road!
The lane turned into a grassy track which
took us towards Walkern Bury Farm and
from here we watched 2 hares chasing
each other around the field and listened
to a skylark singing high above us. Our
grassy track turned into a hedged green
lane at a T-junction and we turned
briefly north towards Ardeley before
resuming our more-or-less easterly
bearing at Squitmore Spring (lovely
name!). Here we found some
interpretation boards erected by Church
Small Teasel
Farm explaining their coppice
management so we spent a little while
exploring the wood. Quite a few plants of Small Teasel Dipsacus pilosus were
growing in disturbed ground next to the path and we also found Pignut
Conopodium majus and Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa.
Leaving the wood behind us, our path continued briefly on a more open track
where we found quite a few clumps of cheery yellow coltsfoot Tussilago
farfara growing on the sides of the ditch – another sign of spring! And not far
from these, we spotted the leaves and flower heads (only just over) of
snowdrops Galanthus nivalis in the bottom of a hedge. These were so far
from habitation, surely they must have been native rather than garden
escapes. Our path continued between hedges as we made our way SE
towards Wood End, keeping an eye open for a right hand turn towards Lords
Wood. Several sorties were made under the fence into the wood including
one where we found some convenient logs on which to sit for lunch. Trevor
and William happily turned over other logs looking for beetles. In the
secondary woodland linking Lords Wood with St John’s Wood (Lords Wood
‘scrubs’), we heard our 4th great spotted woodpecker of the day and, even
better, recorded a pair of marsh tits – hopefully on breeding territory.
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Leaving the woodlands behind us, we turned south along a short section of
very quiet lane towards Clay End, a hamlet east of Walkern – so quiet we
recorded only 2 bullfinches in their classic blackthorn habitat. At Walkern
Hall, the lichen sub-group was diverted by a row of short posts marking the
edge of a mown grass verge. These were attractively festooned with lichens
and it really is surprising that neither of the two vehicles that passed us
stopped to ask what on earth we were doing!
More beetles were recorded along the track to Coble’s Spring and we also
heard some very late Redwings calling as they flew over. Sad to say that the
bright sunny day turned to ‘rain later’ as we got closer to Walkern, so not
much else was recorded in the afternoon. Our route led us back in to the
village via Chauncey Hall and a footpath through a meadow on the west side
of the River Beane, here invisible under a thick covering of scrub.
Chris James
Birds (T.J.): Mallard, Buzzard, Pheasant, Curlew (over Lord’s Wood!), Wood
Pigeon, Collared Dove, Skylark, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Mistle Thrush, Redwing, Blackbird, Robin, Chiffchaff, Great Tit,
Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Marsh Tit (Lord’s Wood Scrub and St John’s Wood), Longtailed Tit, Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Dunnock, Wren, Carrion Crow, Rook,
Jackdaw, Jay, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch,
Bullfinch, Linnet, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow.
Mammals (T.J.): Badger (sett), Brown Hare.
Amphibians (T.J.): Smooth Newt (dead on road, Walkern).
Beetles (T.J., with help from W. Bishop): Ground beetles: Calathus fuscipes,
Calathus rotundicollis, Notiophilus biguttatus, Anchomenus dorsalis,
Pterostichus madidus, Pterostichus niger, Nebria brevicollis, Leistus
spinibarbis, Amara ovata; Ladybirds: Coccinella septempunctata (Sevenspot); Rove beetles: Philonthus decorus, Quedius lateralis, Quedius
fuliginosus; Dung beetle: Aphodius prodromus; other species: Cerylon
histeroides (under bark, near Cloble Spring).
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Plants of note (T.J.):
Dipsacus pilosus (Small Teazel)
(Squitmore Spring – not seen
here before); Polypodium
interjectum (Intermediate
Polypody) (on oak, Lord’s Wood
Scrub)
Trevor James

BURNHAM GREEN
Sunday 28th April

Just a week before the planned walk I explored the area and was aware of
the very slow start to the flower season compared with recent years.
However, the temperature climbed slightly during the week and increased
our chances of seeing some flowers.
An impressive crowd of BNA members and two visitors appeared from
different directions as we assembled on the Green to start our walk. As we
greeted each other in the morning sunshine I wrote down Swallow, Jackdaw
and Magpie in my notebook. We set off following the footpath past the pub
going north-west towards Harmergreen Wood. Still between the houses we
found Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum growing by the path. This plant is
more commonly found in coastal regions but is increasing inland.
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On the outskirts of the village we identified the
early growth of Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion
angustifolium. We noticed a Badger latrine
next to the path and continued towards the
ancient earthworks roughly half way between
the village and Harmergreen Wood. I added
Skylark and Green Woodpecker to the bird list
and noted two Small Tortoiseshell butterflies.
We then lingered amongst the beautiful
ancient Hornbeam trees growing on the
earthworks. We found Greater Stitchwort
Stellaria holostea, Goldilocks Buttercup
Ranunculus auricomus, Pignut Conopodium
majus, Three-veined Sandwort Moehringia
trinervia, Ramsons Allium ursinum and Lesser
Celandine Ficaria verna .
We continued towards the wood, taking note of White Bryony Bryonia dioica
just starting to show its early ‘tentacle like’ growth and Parsley Piert Aphanes
arvensis growing on the edge of the field.
We reached the wood and were greeted by the spectacular sight of Wood
Anemones Anemone nemorosa along with a patch of Moschatel Adoxa
moschatellina. William told me he had heard a Whitethroat so I made the
addition to my bird list.
Further into the wood we had a prolonged debate over some plants that
were just showing. The decision was that we had found Enchanter’s
Nightshade Circaea lutetiana and not Yellow Pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum.
We noted Woodruff Galium odoratum and on a small spoil heap we found
two speedwells: Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis and Thyme-leaved
Speedwell Veronica serpyllifolia.
We were distracted for a few minutes by a lichen on the trunk of an oak tree
and an orderly queue formed so that members could admire the stalked
fruiting bodies of Chaenotheca ferruginea.
With our minds back on plants again, just north of the air shafts for the
railway tunnel we were all surprised at the quantity of Sanicle Sanicula
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europaea growing next to the path. As we continued west the plant list
increased, with the addition of Wood Sorrel Oxalis acetosella, Early DogViolet Viola reichenbachiana), Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon,
Wood Speedwell Veronica montana , Hairy Wood-rush Luzula pilosa ,
Foxglove Digitalis purpurea), Raspberry Rubus idaeus , Wavy Bittercress
Cardamine flexuosa , Wood Millet Milium effusum, Red Campion Silene dioica
and Common Wood-violetViola riviniana.
Along the southern edge of the wood we saw more veteran Hornbeam trees,
one of which was hollow, and Laura was able to duck down then stand up
inside. Hopefully there will be photographic evidence at the next BNA AGM!
We ate our lunch on the wood bank, sheltering from the wind, then left the
wood to walk south through the fields, where a Skylark was singing, and past
Foxley Grove. Entering Lockleys Wood we passed a particularly fine clump of
Moschatel. After a short lap inside the wood we continued through an the
area close to the southern entrance to the railway tunnel noting Agrimony
Agrimonia eupatoria and Bush Vetch Vicia sepium .
Trevor met us and we set off towards the southern end of Harmer Green,
where we found a bank carpeted in Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris.
Several of us attempted to capture the scene with our cameras. On the
opposite bank White Comfrey Symphytum orientale was growing. As we
crossed the village green Trevor discovered the most exciting plant for the
day - Blinks Montia fontana [if not the most spectacular! –T.J.]. I added
Greenfinch to the list, along with Least Duckweed Lemna minuta, which was
growing in the village pond. Some of the group followed a path back to
Burnham Green and we continued towards Dawley Wood to walk past an
historically good patch of chalk flora, which proved to be disappointing
although we did see Hairy Violet Viola hirta. [The site here has been badly
mauled by the farmer, who did not appreciate people wandering about his
land to look at plants! – T.J.]
We turned back and then through a field of Oil-seed Rape, stopping on the
outskirts of Burnham Green to admire a large ‘wild’ apple Malus pumila.
We enjoyed the day and felt that we had seen more than we might have
expected, considering the comparatively late Spring.
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William Bishop kindly sent me his bird list for the day and I am including it
here as it will no doubt be an improvement on mine!
Birds: Buzzard, Wood Pigeon, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Swallow,
Blackbird, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Great Tit, Blue Tit,
Wren, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Robin, Chaffinch, Greenfinch,
House Sparrow.
Paula Shipway
[I can also add: Collared Dove, Green Woodpecker, Chiffchaff, Coal Tit, Longtailed Tit, Nuthatch and Linnet – T.J.]

GREAT GROVES, BAYFORD
(Joint meeting with Epping Forest Branch)
Saturday 4th May [No report]
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Epilogue
On reading the BNA Bulletin.....
I woke at 5 as usual. Go out? Do some gardening before it got hot? I made
tea and went back to bed and picked up the BNA Bulletin No 125 that had
been beside my pillow for the past month. As usual I was more than
impressed by Andrew’s charming drawings and gently humorous accounts.
But I became increasingly depressed at my paucity of knowledge and
observations. I didn’t even recognise the outings I had attended. I hadn’t
seen the Moschatel or heard a Bullfinch. What’s a ‘tumbling flower-beetle’?
Where was I at the time? Stock Doves are still a mystery to me. As for the
white version of Red Dead-nettle – sigh. I grabbed a flora. What could
possibly distinguish it from White Dead-nettle? Mmm – maybe it’s the
leaves. I woke up two hours later.. Trevor’s knowledge is phenomenal as is
other members in their various subjects (they know who they are…). Still
hoping that some of it rubs off. I’ve tended to acquire any knowledge that I
have by osmosis or, more accurately, by diffusion through the skin! Must try
harder.
Mang

Mystery solved - a tumbling flower (or even flour) beetle
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BNA members near Squitmore Spring, Ardeley, 13th April 2013
(Photo: Chris James)

Andrew and Paula near Walkern Hall, 13th April 2013
(but who is the third person?!)
(Photo: June Crew)
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