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EDITOR’S BIT
Recently a Chiffchaff has been moving through the garden cherry tree. It
glides from branch to branch in harmony with the leaves which are beginning
to fall; it seems apt that it is called a leaf warbler. This is probably a summer
visitor ranging beyond its breeding grounds as it prepares to leave. Birds like
the Wheatear we saw recently on the fields near to Watton-at-Stone are on
the move. Butterflies which have been so much in evidence this summer are
now much fewer in number but many a Speckled Wood Butterfly lingers for a
little while longer in the dappled light of the hedgerow and the delightful
little species the Small Copper seems to be pleasingly much in evidence at
the moment.
This bulletin begins with a breezy visit to Gustardwood Common in May of
last year, not the best weather for butterflies, though several were about.
Then the botanical season started in earnest with a walk around Knebworth
Park and Burleigh Meadow with interesting discoveries of Tubular Waterdropwort, Heath Dog-violet and Dyer’s Greenweed.
In August the natural form of a Lacquered Bracket fungus drew more
admiring glances than Henry Moore’s sculptures and on the same walk the
nationally scarce Marsh Mallow was discovered. You can read about Trevor’s
interesting beetles and much more. So it is time once again to thank
everyone who has led walks and contributed their reports.
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GUSTARD WOOD COMMON
Saturday 25th May

9 people

We met in Wheathampstead Churchyard beneath the great central tower
and spire on a very bright morning. The churchyard, though largely
manicured, still had remnants of a very old disintegrated oak and one of the
tallest maples I have ever seen further back. More time could have been
spent here.
Heading along north-west through rather prestigious environs we crossed the
Lea and the old railway line (very easy to miss). What a shame this route
from Luton and Dunstable is so patchy for walkers and non-vehicular traffic.
Most of us had a good glimpse of a Carrion Crow mobbing a Sparrowhawk on
an elm which had reached a good size.
We continued northwards over the road with a fair breeze making the
temperature low, 50ºF at best, but butterflies were flying in the sunshine and
I was pleased to see Small Tortoiseshells. Flower power did not really come
into its own until the common, which we reached at Heron’s Farm. Laura and
others had a good check while the leader continued, more anxious about
stray golf balls. There were some Juniper bushes and Heather. Gustardwood
Common is mostly taken up by the Mid-Herts Golf Club and only seems to
open out on the north side of the road, hedging you in, making the area more
disappointing than I expected. In the open areas some of the vegetation has
become too long and invasive. We stopped for lunch on the north-east near
the pub and did a scout round afterwards.
Our way back took us south through the Lamer Park estate, in the course of
changing hands, the footpath well-wooded but the area somewhat depleted
of its previous woodland. Past the country club (hidden) with a new drive, we
crossed the Codicote Road. The landfill site here, as they often do, gave
some different flora and we continued over the railway, disappearing yet
again, then under the B653 and onto a rather channelled footpath quite near
the Lea and back into the environs of nearby Wheathampstead. The sun was
still shining, interesting terrain, but records were not exciting.
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Plants:
Wheathampstead area:
Black Horehound, Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill, Greater Stitchwort, Charlock,
Greater Celandine, Common Winter-cress, Black Grass
Gustardwood Common:
Heath Bedstraw, Pill Sedge, Field Woodrush, Creeping Cinquefoil , Juniper,
Sweet Vernal-grass, Early Hair-grass, Wavy Hair-grass, Heath Grass, Fineleaved Sheep’s-fescue, Broad buckler-fern, Male Fern, Wild Strawberry, Ling
Butterflies: Brimstone, Orange Tip, Small Tortoiseshell, Green-veined White,
Birds: Great Spotted Woodpecker, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard
Peter Alton

RUSLING END, LANGLEY
Saturday 8th June

19 members + 1 visitor

It was just as well we had the expansive area at the end of Rusling End
Meadow to park all our cars for this meeting, thanks to Julie Wise and her
husband!
The plan for the day was to explore some of the countryside east of Rusling
End, firstly around the Knebworth Woods area, and then spend an hour or
two making a detailed plant record for the Meadow, which had been the
subject of detailed recording about 15 years ago, when Green-winged Orchid
had made an appearance out of the blue! It was a good day of fine weather,
which also helped, even if the late spring still meant that the flora was not as
advanced as might be expected, and Hawthorn was still well in bloom!
We gathered together and then walked crocodile fashion down the lane to
Graffridge Wood, noting the rather good flora on the lane banks on the way,
including much Vicia sepium Bush Vetch. Julie jealously guards these banks
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against marauding road verge mowers, which is why they remain rich! Inside
the wood, William Bishop and I went in search of beetles en route and came
up with a good list. The flora under the Hornbeams is well-known, including
Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp. montanum native Yellow Archangel and
Lysimachia nemorum Yellow Pimpernel among others. Birds were well in
evidence, and it was good to compare the songs of Blackcap and Garden
Warbler (the latter much decreased these days).
As we approached the main Hitchin Road, we stumbled upon the long-dead
remains of a Fallow Deer near the stream, and the bones of this yielded a few
interesting looking beetles, which turned out to be the bone specialist
Omosita depressa, new to Hertfordshire! The stream bed also yielded a
couple of interesting ground beetles, one of which, Elaphrus riparius, with its
beautiful, mottled green elytra, was shown to people. This specialises in
hunting on wet mud by water.
Over the road to Knebworth Park, we came across some soldier beetles on
umbellifers by the path: Cantharis pellucida (with all-red thorax) and
Cantharis rustica (with a black smudge on its red thorax). Geranium
pyrenaicum (Hedgerow Crane’s-bill) was in good flower here too.
The lower, northern area of Knebworth Park is spectacular at this time of
year, with its scattered old oaks and clumps of aged Hawthorns in full flower.
The marshy vegetation along the stream is also worth a look, with some
scarce plants. I showed people the colony of Oenanthe fistulosa Tubular
Water-dropwort which survives here, of which we counted about 30 stems.
There were also Lythrum portula Purslane, Ranunculus aquatilis Common
Water-crowfoot, R. flammula Lesser Spearwort, Carex disticha Brown Sedge,
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush, Conopodium majus Pignut,
Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo-flower and much Potentilla erecta Tormentil.
We were very pleased to find an extensive colony of flowering Viola canina
Heath Dog-violet, which is pretty scarce these days in Hertfordshire. It had
been seen in the area in the 1980s, but not recently. There were also the
flowers (but no confirmatory fruits) of what was probably Potentilla anglica
Creeping Tormentil, also known from here, and the leaves of Betonica
officinalis Betony. Under one old oak, we identified Festuca filiformis Fineleaved Sheep’s-fescue.
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The BNA party at Knebworth
Park, 8th June 2013.
Photo: Trevor James

The stream itself was all but dry, as we had not yet had any summer deluge,
and the winter snows had at last gone! The result was a lot of damp,
exposed mud and both William and I spent a bit of time trying to catch some
of the little beetles skittering about on the mud! The result was a few muchneeded records from this site. I also had a cursory look at a couple of
Hawthorns in bloom, and one pollen beetle was collected, which turned out
to be Epuraea variegata, a nationally scarce species, also new to the County!
Meanwhile, William Bishop had been poking about in a pile of fallen wood
from a dead oak tree, and came across no less than 17 Lesser Stag Beetles!
Apart from these delights, members were entertained by a few Common
Blue butterflies, a Green Woodpecker (feeding on the numerous Yellow
Meadow-ant hills, no doubt), and some Linnets. Then, near the Lake, the
footpath skirts a pool formed by a dammed section of stream, which was also
almost dry. Here I found more beetles on the mud, including a peculiarlooking, blunt-nosed weevil that turned out to be Pelenomus quadricorniger,
which feeds on Persicaria amphibia (Amphibious Bistort) (also here), and
which was the third County record (not having been seen for over 50 years).
The ‘pool’ vegetation also included Carex vesicaria (Bladder Sedge), which is a
decreasing species in the County.
The route took us up the hill past Burleigh Farm. The field margin up here in
1976 was where we found literally hundreds of thousands of Seven-spot
Ladybirds in late summer, when they had invaded Britain in vast numbers.
This time, there were no ladybirds, but we did find a solitary flowering
Papaver dubium (Long-headed Poppy).
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The path crosses the old pastures at Burleigh Farm, which looked fine and, at
Cannock s Wood, there was another singing Garden Warbler. A Buzzard
quartered the landscape over Burleigh Meadow (adjoining Pigeonswick
Cottage) – probably the one some had seen at Rusling End earlier, and, on
cue, the usual Red Kite appeared nearby! The rather local grass Vulpia
bromoides (Squirrel-tail Fescue) was growing in the field bank near here, but
unfortunately the rare Orobanche rapum-genistae (Greater Broomrape),
which once grew on the Broom bushes here was nowhere to be seen, and
seems now to be extinct in the County.
Burleigh Meadow itself was given only a cursory look, as we needed to crack
on, but we stayed long enough to find Pedicularis sylvatica (Lousewort) but
not in such spectacular form as it had been in 2012, more Tubular Water
Dropwort (also a known site), Silene [formerly Lychnis] flos-cuculi (Ragged
Robin), and the well-known Genista anglica (Petty Whin) and G. tinctoria
(Dyer’s Greenweed) at one of their few County sites. However, most
interesting, for botanists at any rate, were the two bushes of Salix aurita
(Eared Willow), which have re-appeared recently, owing to a cessation of the
harrowing that was once carried out on the meadow here. This is now its
only known native site in Hertfordshire. Peter Alton encountered a Burnet
Companion moth and we also found a welcome Small Copper butterfly.
Our return route took us past Langley Meadow, with its spectacular
Anacamptis morio (Green-winged Orchid) colony, which we could see from
over the defending fence. The adjoining grove also still sported its relative
Orchis mascula (Early Purple Orchid), now almost over, and some Sanicula
europaea (Sanicle). At Langley village, we noted Papaver atlanticum (Atlas
Poppy) well-established as an escape, while the unpromising field path up
towards Rusling End produced another Small Copper and some good arable
weeds: Fumaria officinalis (Common Fumitory – now not so common),
Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf Spurge), Aphanes arvensis (Parsley-piert) and
Sherardia arvensis (Field Madder). The long pasture at the top showed
abundant Conopodium majus again, as well as the dead stems of Centaurea
debeauxii (Chalk Knapweed), among other ‘indicators’ of old grassland.
At Rusling End, Julie did us proud with a fine tea, before some of us spent a
while looking at her meadow. Two Red Kites, a Buzzard and a Sparrowhawk
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all put in appearances, and her moth trap catch, which she had kept, allowed
people to admire a fine Privet Hawk Moth.
The meadow flora at Rusling End unfortunately does not seem now to have
Green-winged Orchid (although it may reappear), but it did have a good
range of old grassland species, including Primula veris (Cowslip), Conopodium
majus, Rhinanthus minor (Hay Rattle) – in abundance, Verbascum nigrum
(Dark Mullein) etc. There was also one solitary large orchid rosette near the
hedge, but not in flower, so only identified as a Dactylorhiza of some sort
(later confirmed as D. fuchsii (Common Spotted-orchid)).
It had been a long day, but I think enjoyed greatly by all. Thank you, Julie, for
your hospitality.
Birds: Red Kite, Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Wood Pigeon, Green Woodpecker,
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Swift, Blackbird, Robin, Blackcap,
Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Treecreeper, Wren, Carrion
Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Chaffinch, Linnet, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow.
Trevor James

GREAT GADDESDEN – IDENTIFYING GRASSES
(A special workshop)
Saturday 22nd June
Laura Gravestock and Andrew Harris bravely put on a ‘training session’ for
this event, looking at grasses, and had hired the village hall at Great
Gaddesden for the day to do so! Armed with vast sheafs of specimens, they
laid out table-loads of material to look at, and also provided microscopes and
identification aids. There were about a dozen of us taking part, some more
‘practised’ than others! After an introduction to how to look at grasses, with
a presentation by Andrew, the aim was to identify at least some of the grass
species on offer.
Then after lunch, we descended across the road onto part of Gaddesden
Meadows, by the River Gade, to see what we could find here. Despite the
initial wet, we managed quite a range of species, in a limited area and
managed not to get distracted too much by other wildlife!
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It was a good day, both, so thank you for organising it. I made no notes of
what was seen, but I believe we had upwards of 20 species.
Trevor James

HERTFORD HEATH FLORA STUDY DAY
(Joint with Herts Flora Group)
Saturday 6th July
14 members
By this time of the year, it had become hot and sultry! The aim was to reexamine in some detail the flora of The Roundings, following recent
management work by the Wildlife Trust, which had involved extensive
removal of Holly scrub under the secondary oak woodland on the north side
especially. The result was extensive and fairly open but somewhat shaded
areas, with a rather sparse regenerating flora, but showing some signs of
‘heathy’ regeneration. However, the existing open areas had not been cut
for some years, and so the vegetation here was rank and rapidly going back
to scrub! The lack of recent rain also meant that the ponds were in a bad
state, where they were free from scrub, the most scrubbed up being the once
rich Bride’s Farm Pond, the oldest pond on the site.
We examined the whole of the site and made a list of some 228 species and
hybrids, including some microspecies of brambles and a number of escapes.
Special highlights were rather few, mostly things we already knew about.
The more important records were Lythrum portula (Purslane) in a muddy
patch of track (very little), Agrostis vinealis (Brown Bent) (a new locality for
this), Glyceria declinata (Small Sweet-grass), Juncus x kern-reichgeltii (a
hybrid between J. conglomeratus (Clustered Rush) and J. effusus (Soft Rush))
(also a new locality for this), and Luzula multiflora ssp. congesta (Heath
Wood-rush).
Several formerly-known rare plants could not be found, such as Genista
anglica (Petty Whin), Salix repens (Creeping Willow) (which has been
destroyed recently by fire at its last known Hertfordshire site), Danthonia
decumbens (Heath Grass), Carex binervis (Green-ribbed Sedge) and Carex
canescens (White Sedge) (this only relatively recently identified from a
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specimen collected here during our previous survey in the 1980s, at its first
confirmed Hertfordshire locality out of three).
Large parts of the open ‘heath’ are dominated now by either extensive
patches of Molinia caerulea (Purple Moor-grass) tussocks (including the
former Salix repens locality), or by incipient bramble/Honeysuckle scrub.

During our visit, we did notice an oddlooking, massive thistle by Elbow Lane,
which at the time looked as if it was a
hybrid, not yet in full flower. I made a
return visit later in July, and confirmed
with the national referee that it was
the hybrid between Cirsium palustre
(Marsh Thistle) and C. vulgare (Spear
Thistle) – Cirsium x subspinuligerum.
This was actually new to Hertfordshire,
so the day was not entirely
unproductive!

I believe Andrew Harris and Paula Shipway made out a list of some 50 lichens
as well on the day, which would be a first time an extensive survey has been
carried out. However, I believe some of the best ones were on the opengrown Cherry tree on the green by the pub at Hertford Heath village, not on
The Roundings!
Trevor James
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THORLEY WASH
Saturday 20th July
8 members
Mercifully, after a week of soaring
temperatures and full-on sun, there was a layer of cloud to entice me from
the coolness of my house. The meeting worked out better than I could ever
have hoped. My immediate concerns, when first asked to lead the excursion,
was how to do justice to a site worked on comprehensively by Trevor and
others a few weeks earlier and how to obtain access to the reserve that was
surrounded by barbed wire fences and with water buffalo roaming the range.
Time to call in the troops. On emailing the Wildlife Trust for the name of the
warden, I was told that Alistair Whyte, the HMWT Reserves Manager no less,
would guide and let us on to the site. Then the warden, Tim Fuller, got in
touch. Could he join the party? And, of course, on the day reliable and
enthusiastic members turned up to aid and abet. Panic over.
From the Pig Lane car park we walked south along the River Stort’s tow-path.
Fruiting Rough Chervil grew by the gate that led on to the tow-path, while
flowering Upright Hedge-parsley grew along the tow-path; dark, fluttering,
butterfly-like male Banded Demoiselles dancing above it. After several fields,
there was a plantation of Crack Willow growing in straight rows alongside the
path. William counted approximately two dozen Long-tailed Tits following
each other through the trees. After about half a mile, the reserve could be
seen on the opposite bank of the river. The sculptured owl, standing
sentinel-like at the top of a truncated willow, was now almost completely
obscured by new growth of the irrepressible willow! Eventually we crossed
the river via a footbridge to reach the reserve. Alistair explained about the
recent removal of scrub and turning over of soil and the introduction of the
buffalo. The Trust had acquired the site in December 2010 from the
Environment Agency. Its purpose had been to protect London from flood
water but it had been decommissioned, as it had not fulfilled its purpose.
The Trust is working to return the site, which has SSSI status, to a more
natural state.
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After a few words on health and safety from Alistair, we were allowed on to
the south part of the wash, where there were big cracks and huge, ankletwisting buffalo hoof-prints in the drying marsh. The buffalo were out of
sight in the north end of the reserve. Jean Gilchrist backed off as the terrain
was too tricky. Having seen this in June I was amazed to see great clumps of
Purple Loosestrife and Common Comfrey in a haze of Meadowsweet, where
previously had been only a sea of turned-over bare soil. Dragonflies, bumble
bees and white butterflies were the most common insects. Twenty pollen
beetles were grazing on a flower head of Common Fleabane. Skullcap, Pink
Water-speedwell, Swine-cress and Celery-leaved Buttercup were among the
many plants growing on the marsh. Eagle-eyed William, armed with
Chinery’s Britain’s Plant Galls, identified seven different galls during the
course of the day.
Andrew left soon after lunch to
find Jean. Tim left, promising to
send insect photos he had taken
(he did) and then there were five.
As we were leaving the marsh at
its southern end, we spotted a
relatively large-leaved plant
spreading across the ‘drain’ that
bordered the wash. William was
able to hook some out using my
walking stick to take home to
Danger: Botanist at work
keep (in his bath?) until it
Photo June Crew
flowered. Thinking it might be a
species of crowfoot, we were soon disabused by Trevor (from whom we both
later sought an id.) who told us it was Hydrocotyle ranunculoides (Floating
Pennywort) – an alien and surprisingly an umbellifer, described as “an
aggressive mat-forming waterweed spreading from the River Chelmer, Essex”
by Richard Fitter in his 2003 flora Wild flowers of Britain & Ireland. The plant
is probably draping over the sides of William’s bath and down the stairs by
now. Then Alistair left, with our grateful thanks, at Dell Lane, Spellbrook,
leaving four of us. Peter and Claudi strode off back along the tow path and
then there were just two… Something I’d said?
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The temperature had risen in the afternoon, bringing out Meadow Browns
and Gatekeepers. Courting Demoiselles fluttered along the edge of the river,
a pair of floundering, mating Small Tortoiseshell butterflies was down a dried
buffalo hoof imprint and a furry orange and brown ball on the grassy verge of
the path was found to be a pair of mating bumble bees. But where were the
educated fleas? As it was the middle of the afternoon and quite hot by the
time we arrived back at the car park, any idea of going on to the country park
a few miles away was, thankfully, abandoned.
My thanks to all those who participated.
Birds: Cormorant, Mute Swan, Mallard, Buzzard, Moorhen, Lesser Blackbacked Gull, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove, Collared Dove, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Skylark, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Long-tailed Tit,
Wren, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Goldfinch.
Insects:
Dragonflies: Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker), Calopteryx splendens (Banded
Demoiselle), Libellula depressa (Broad-bodied Chaser) (female).
Butterflies: Aglais urticae (Small Tortoiseshell) (and caterpillars - lots),
Aphantopus hyperantus (Ringlet), Inachis io (Peacock)(caterpillar), Maniola
jurtina (Meadow Brown), Ochlodes venata (Large Skipper), Pieris brassicae
(Large White), P. rapae (Small White), Polygonia c-album (Comma), Pyronia
tithonus (Gatekeeper).
Moths: Acronicta rumicis (Knot Grass) (caterpillar), Anthophila fabriciana
(Nettle Tap Moth), Lomaspilis marginata (Clouded Border).
Hoverflies: Chrysotoxum bicinctum, Eristalis intricarius.
Beetles: Coccinella 7-punctata (Seven-spot Ladybird), Harmonia axyridis
(Harlequin Ladybird), pollen beetles (family Nitidulidae) (Wikipedia lists 80+
species of pollen beetle in UK)[almost certainly largely Meligethes aeneus –
T.J.]
Sawflies: Pontania proxima, Megalodontes klugii (or similar species).
Other insects: Bumble bees (orange-tailed and white-tailed), Ptychoptera
contaminata (or similar species) (Diptera)(resembles a crane fly but has
strong tibial spurs).
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Arachnida (Spiders): Larinioides cornutus
Mollusc: Pond snail (on vegetation beside river).
Galls: Pontania proxima (sawfly on willow), Wachtliella persicariae (gall
midge on Amphibious Bistort), Triphragmium ulmariae (rust fungus on
Meadowsweet), Dasineura ulmaria (gall midge on Meadowsweet), Dasineura
pustulans (gall midge on Meadowsweet), Eriophyes similes (gall mite on
Blackthorn), Aceria macrochela (gall mite on Field Maple).
Plants (not comprehensive): *Alisma plantago-aquatica (Common Waterplantain), *Anagallis arvensis (Scarlet Pimpernel), ^*Angelica sylvestris (Wild
Angelica), ^Ballota nigra (Black Horehound), ^Calystegia sepium (Hedge
Bindweed), ^C. sylvatica (Great Bindweed), *Caltha palustris (Marsh
Marigold), *Equisetum palustre (Marsh Horsetail), ^*Eupatorium
cannabinum (Hemp Agrimony), ^*Filipendula ulmaria (Meadowsweet),
*Galeopsis bifida (Bifid Hemp-nettle), ^*Galium palustre (Marsh Bedstraw),
^Geranium pyrenaicum (Hedgerow Crane’s-bill), *Helminthotheca echioides
(Bristly Oxtongue), *Hydrocotyle ranunculoides (Floating Pennywort),
^Impatiens capensis (Orange Balsam), ^*I. glandulifera (Indian Balsam),
^Lathyrus pratensis (Meadow Vetchling), *Lepidium squamatum (Swinecress), *Lotus pedunculatus (Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil), ^*Lythrum salicaria
(Purple Loosestrife), *Medicago lupulina (Black Medick), *Myosoton
aquaticum (Water Chickweed), *Nuphar lutea (Yellow Water-lily), *Papaver
dubium (Long-headed Poppy), *P. rhoeas (Common Poppy), *Persicaria
maculosa (Redleg), ^*Prunella vulgaris (Self-heal), ^*Pulicaria dysenterica
(Common Fleabane), *Ranunculus sceleratus (Celery-leaved Buttercup),
*Rumex hydrolapathum (Water Dock), ^Scrophularia auriculata (Water
Figwort), *Scutellaria galericulata (Greater Skullcap), ^Solanum dulcamara
(Bittersweet), ^ Sonchus arvensis (Field Sowthistle), ^*Symphytum officinale
(Common Comfrey), ^*S. x uplandicum (Russian Comfrey), *Thalictrum
flavum (Common Meadow-rue), ^Torilis japonica (Upright Hedge-parsley),
*Tripleurospermum inodorum (Scentless Mayweed), *Valeriana officinalis
(Common Valerian), *Veronica beccabunga (Brooklime), *V. catenata (Pink
Water-speedwell), *Vicia tetrasperma (Smooth Tare).
(*: species found on marsh (Thorley Wash); ^: species found along tow-path
alongside River Stort)
June Crew
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WIDFORD for Summer Wildlife
Sunday 4th August

9 members

Our leader for the day, Peter Alton, had a transport problem due to a
cancelled train so I was asked to take his place. It is only fair to say that I was
helped by June Crew, who knows the area better than I do, and by William
Bishop, who provided me with lists of plant galls, birds and butterflies that
were seen during the day.
Nine BNA members met in Widford and we walked down the side of the
valley towards the River Ash. William pointed out a gall on an elm leaf:
Aceria campetricola, and we watched House Martins flying over a field next
to the path. There was a small patch of Hordeum secalinum (Meadow Barley)
in an area that was being taken over by Arrhenatherum elatius (False-oat
Grass). I identified a lichen, Lecanora stenotropa, on a fence railing, whilst
others were watching two different species of bumblebee: Bombus terrestris,
(Buff-tailed Bumblebee) and Bombus lapidarius (Red-tailed Bumblebee).
I added Seven-spot Ladybird to my list and, after comments about a
particularly large patch of Convolvulus arvensis (Field Bindweed), we joined
the path by the river and walked north. In the shelter of the river valley we
noted more butterflies: Peacock, Small White and Comma. There was some
excitement at finding Sedum telephium (Orpine) growing by the path. As we
ambled on, a Silver-Y Moth was noted, along with a Buzzard overhead. At
least the bees seemed to appreciate the Impatiens glandulifera (Indian
Balsam) growing by the river. Patricia identified a beetle that she found on
Ragwort as Oedemera nobilis, (Thick-legged Flower-beetle), and I added
Galeopsis tetrahit (Common Hemp-nettle) to the list. We were all intrigued
by a group of around ten Small White butterflies that had gathered on the
ground by a gateway. The ground had obviously been wet but had dried up
during the recent heat wave and presumably the butterflies were collecting
minerals from the soil.
Before turning east along the edge of a filled-in refuse tip, we found a small
forget-me-not that caused some discussion. No decision was made at the
time but I later keyed it out to be Myosotis ramosissima (Early Forget-mePage - 16
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not), with the corolla-tube being shorter than the calyx, which is the division
point between M. ramosissima and M. discolor (Changing Forget-me-not).
I added Red Admiral and Ringlet butterflies to my growing list as we followed
the path towards the old grassed-over tip, along with Hypericum perforatum
(Perforate St. Johns-wort) and Galium verum (Lady’s Bedstraw). A close look
at the involucre of a Centaurea showed that it was Centaurea nigra (Black
Knapweed).
I noticed more lichen growing on a fence, this time some particularly fine
examples of Physcia aipolia. Having stopped to admire the lichen, I was
lagging behind and so missed seeing the Fox noted by those at the front.
We ate our lunch in the shade of a hedge overlooking a pond and a Henry
Moore sculpture. During the course of our lunch stop we saw six different
dragonflies and damselflies: Brown Hawker, Large Red Damselfly, Emperor
Dragonfly, Common Darter, Red-eyed Damselfly and Common Blue
Damselfly. We also heard a Green Woodpecker close-by. William noticed
some flower spikes in the pond and risked a soaking by collecting a piece of
the Myriophyllum. With the reddish flowers showing this proved to be
Myriophyllum spicatum, Spiked Water-milfoil.
We walked through Hoglands, Henry
Moore’s Sculpture Garden at Perry
Green, where June found a fungus,
Lepiota cristata, the smell of which
brought a mix of reactions from the
group. We also passed a superb
vegetable patch and exchanged a few
words with the man who was tending it.
There were words of admiration for his
achievement and June was
disappointed that our ‘uncultured
rabble’ did not show the same
enthusiasm for the sculptures.
Further along the footpath I stopped to
examine a dead oak tree and realised
that it was covered in a lichen,
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Amandinea punctata, which I have now
confirmed by checking the spores. As we
reached Sidehill Wood William discovered
a fungus growing in the centre of a
coppiced Hornbeam stool. This was a
beautiful specimen of Ganoderma
lucidum, Lacquered Bracket (pictured). I
have checked on the NBN Gateway and
there are no records for this fungus in
Hertfordshire, although there is a record from Hatfield Forest. I have since
learned that another specimen was noted on a BNA walk in 2010. [It is
actually occasional in the right places, but the NBN Gateway doesn’t have
many fungi records from Hertfordshire, because those with the records have
never put them there! – T.J.]
Before heading down the hill into the valley we paused for a distant view of
the Reclining Woman and then spent a while in a field, adding Knautia
arvensis (Field Scabious), Malva moschata (Musk Mallow) and Centaurium
erythraea (Common Centaury) to the plant list. A female Common Blue
butterfly was seen, as well as a few Cinnabar Moth caterpillars on the
Ragwort. I made a note of the Badger latrine that was spotted.
On rejoining the footpath by the river our party split into two groups, with
the majority returning to Widford by the river, where June added Small
Copper to the butterfly list.
William and I continued over the river, after stopping to identify a lichen that
was once very common, Lecanora conizaeoides, and an extraordinarily tall
patch of Sparganium erectum (Branched Bur-reed). A Brimstone butterfly
also made a brief appearance. We followed the road towards Hadham Cross
before turning west at the edge of the village, and walked into an immense
cloud of what we at first thought were flies. We soon realized that they were
small moths, the moths of the Horse Chestnut Leaf-miner Cameraria
ohridella. The trunk of a Horse Chestnut tree was also covered in them and
the leaves were clearly badly affected. We followed the footpath towards
Camwell House and Wynches, noting numerous Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf
Spurge) plants, as well as Kickxia spuria (Round-leaved Fluellen).
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The last notable plant of the day plant was a surprise: Althaea officinalis,
(Marsh-mallow), growing on the edge of a ditch. There was a second smaller
specimen close by. We spent some time examining the larger plant and took
photos to show to Trevor, who has now confirmed our identification. This is
the first record for this plant in Hertfordshire for twenty years. [It is also
scarce nationally – T.J.]
We paused at the bridge over the River Ash and I photographed a 14-spot
Ladybird, before continuing south and making our way back to our cars. We
all enjoyed the day and are sorry that Peter was unable to join us.
There was just one more late addition to the list after the walk when Trevor
identified a bug that June had photographed as being Heterotoma
planicornis.
Paula Shipway
Birds: Widford: Sparrowhawk, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull,
Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Swift, House
Martin, Swallow, Whitethroat, Wren, Carrion Crow, Magpie, Greenfinch,
Goldfinch, House Sparrow. Hadham Mill: Dunnock. Mill Wood: Buzzard,
Chiffchaff. Perry Green: Green Woodpecker, Blackbird, Rook, Jackdaw.
Wynches: Yellowhammer
Mammals: Red Fox Vulpes vulpes
Insects:
Dragonflies etc.: Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea, Brown Hawker Aeshna
grandis, Emperor Dragonfly Aeshna imperator, Common Darter Sympetrum
striolatum, Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum, Blue-tailed
Damselfly Ischnura elegans, Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma najas.
Butterflies: Brimstone, Small White, Large White, Green-veined White,
Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Speckled Wood, Common Blue,
Comma, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Small Skipper.
Moths: Silver-Y Autographa gamma, a micro-moth Agriphila tristella,
Horse-chestnut Leaf Miner Cameraria ohridella.
Shieldbug: Forest Bug Pentatoma rufipes.
Spider: Crab Spider Misumena vatia
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Galls:
Name:

Type

Host

Andricus kollari

Gall Wasp

Oak

Neuroterus quercubaccum (Spangle Gall)

Gall Wasp

Oak

Aceria campestricola

Gall Mite

Elm

Aceria myriadeum

Gall Mite

Field Maple

Eriophyes laevis

Gall Mite

Alder

Aceria pseudoplatani

Gall Mite

Sycamore

Aceria erinea

Gall Mite

Walnut

Aceria eriobia

Gall Mite

Field Maple

Eriophyes tiliae

Gall Mite

Lime (Large-leaved)

Psyllopsis fraxini

Psyllid

Ash

Pontania proxima

Sawfly

Willow

Andricus quercuscalicis (Knopper Gall)

Gall Wasp

Oak

Pemphigus spyrothecae (Spiral Gall)

Aphid

Poplar

Aceria macrochela

Gall Mite

Field Maple

Dasineura ulmaria

Gall Midge

Meadowsweet

HERTFORD HEATH FUNGI STUDY DAY
Sunday 18th August
After worrying about the dry weather leading up to my fungi foray, I thought
why did I agree to lead a foray in August! Luck was with me, rain fell, just in
time to bring a few mushrooms to life.
We set off across the road to the Roundings. With a good mix of old trees we
were soon finding Collybia dryophila, and the delicate caps of Marasmiellus
ramealis, entwined round twigs. Marasmius species respond very quickly to
rain. Dry specimens can be revived, unlike other species.
Several nice boletes were recorded: Gyroporus castaneus, with whitish pores
and cinnamon brown cap is an uncommon find, usually associated with Oak.
Another Oak-loving Boletus, Xerocomus engeli (having been called X.
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quercinus, an unpublished name), which, on cutting in half, reveals a bright
orange colour at the base. It is widespread but has only been recognised as
British in recent years. The brightly coloured caps of Russula species gave a
splash of colour among the trees. Six species were recorded. Iron crystal at
the ready and a rub on the stem showed an immediate salmon reaction for
Russula vesca and a blue/black colour for Russula graveolens, which also has
a distinctive smell of crab.
From the large to the very tiny, a fallen Oak leaf revealed, to those with a
hand lens, a cup fungus called Lachnum fuscescens. It is minutely stalked,
with brown hairs and a white disc, common after rain but not seen by many
people. Various other species were noted but nothing of any rarity.
After lunch Trevor and Chris James joined us. On the other side of the Heath
a lot of tree clearing has taken place and the ground cover was thick, so fungi
hunting was limited and fewer agarics were found, only five more added to
the list in the afternoon. Bolbitius titubans, with its bright yellow sticky cap
grew on old grass debris. Collybia peronata (Wood Woolly-foot) raised their
heads from old leaf litter and the small white shell-shaped caps of Clitopilus
hobsonii grew from an old fallen branch. Looking similar to a Crepidoptus
which has brown spores, Clitopilus gives a pinkish spore print.
Old Juncus stems produced swarms of tiny white fringed cups which
microscopically confirmed their identification as Lachnum apalus.
We had a good day and it was nice to see so
many people keen to learn about fungi, a very
hard and bewildering group. The more you
learn the less you know; we all have the same
trouble. Thanks also to Steve and Margaret
Kelly for help with Boletus and Russula. Yes,
even your leader needs help. There are so
many changes with DNA determination, renaming and extra species being separated out,
but most importantly remember to enjoy the
hunt and wonder at the beauty, colour and
strange forms these fantastic growths exhibit
and remember it’s impossible to name everything.
Page - 21

BNA BULLETIN 129
Morning
Agarics and Boleti
Amanita fulva
Amanita rubescens
Collybia dryophila
Collybia fusipes
Coprinellus micaceus
Gyroporus castaneus
Marasmiellus ramealis
Marasmiellus vaillantii
Pluteus cervinus
Ricknella fibula
Russula aeruginea
Russula amoenolens
Russula graveolens
Russula grisea
Russula parazurea
Russula vesca
Xerocomus engeli (=communis)
Xerocomus chrysenteron
Xerocomus pruinatus

Stereum hirsutum
Stereum rugosum
Tomentella sublilacina
Tyromyces chioneus (on birch)

Aphylloporales (Bracket fungi etc)
Hyphodontia sambuci
Peniophora quercina
Phellinus ferreus
Phlebiella vag
Piptoporus betulinus
Schizopora paradoxa
Skeletocutis nivea
Hertford Heath afternoon
Agarics and Boleti
Amanita rubescens
Bolbitius vitellinus
Clitopilus hobsonii
Collybia dryophila
Collybia peronata
Coprinellus micaceus
Inocybe curvipes
Xerocomus engeli (=communis)
Xerula radicata

Myxomycetes (Slime moulds)
Ceratiomyxa fruticulosa
Lycogala terrestre

Ascomycetes (Cup fungi)
Diatrype stigma
Diatrypella quercina
Dimerella pineti (Lichenised Ascomycete)
Hypoxylon multiforme
Hypoxylon rubiginosum
Lachnum fuscescens (fallen Oak leaves)
Lasiosphaeria ovina
Nectria episphaeria
Microsphaeria alphitoides (on living Oak
leaves)
Orbilia inflatula
Rhytisma acerinum (Tar Spot)
Trochila ilicina (on fallen Holly leaves)
Trochila craterium (on fallen Ivy leaves)
Xylaria longipes

Other fungi
Kuehneola uredinis (on Rubus stem)
Corynespora smithii (fallen Holly twigs)
Phoma hedericola (on living Ivy leaves)
Aphyllphorales (Brackets etc)
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Laetiporus sulphureus on Oak tree
Schizopora paradoxa
Scopuloides rimosa
Tomentella panicea
Gasteromycetes (Puffballs)
Scleroderma bovista
Scleroderma citrinum
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Heterobasidiomycetes (Jelly fungi)
Exidia plana (= E. glandulosa)
Ascomycetes (Cup fungi etc)
Bisporella sulphurina
Erysiphe polygoni on Knotgrass leaves
Lachnum apalus on old Juncus stems
Lasiosphaeria ovina
Microsphaeria alphitoides on living Oak leaves
Mollisia cinerea
Orbilia luteorubella well rotten Birch log
Phyllachora junci
Rhytisma acerinum
Phacidiostroma multivalve conidial state on fallen Holly leaves
Other fungi
Ceratiomyxa fruticulosa Slime Mould
Phragmidium violaceum - rust on Blackberry leaves

Kerry Robinson

WALLINGTON for late summer wildlife
Saturday 31st August

11 members

After negotiating a good spot to leave our cars west of the church, out of the
way of the combine harvester and grain trailers, we started our walk in fine
sunny weather and headed south towards Wallington Common. We were on
an attractive green lane with hedges each side and, before we had gone too
far, it was clear that there were a number of birds around so we spent a
while making sure we hadn’t missed anything important (it being the right
time for the autumn passage of migrants!). Sure enough, the eagle-eyed
William spotted something unusual sitting in a tree which turned out to be a
juvenile Pied Flycatcher. Almost in the same spot there were two Spotted
Flycatchers. This was a very good start to our day! Several swallows and
house martins flew over, presumably on their long journey south and we
ticked off Yellow Wagtail, Chaffinch, Greenfinch and Bullfinch.
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Leaving the green lane behind us we followed the Hertfordshire Way
westwards along the boundary of a wooded ‘shaw’ towards Bush Spring. The
field margin was nice and grassy and here we found grasshoppers and
bushcrickets and Trevor swept a few beetles in his net. There were also
several plants of Nettle-leaved Bellflower along with abundant Wild Carrot
(the latter sown in a special field margin mix!). At the west end of the field ,
the sown margin broadened out into quite a large area. Members scattered
all over it looking for good things. Soon there were enthusiastic shouts and
we all started to see the Clouded Yellow butterflies flitting over the flowers.
Here were also Small Heaths and Small Copper s, Common Blues and Small
Whites.
Eventually we dragged ourselves away from this lovely sunny patch and
continued through Bush Spring where a Green Woodpecker, Treecreeper,
Nuthatch, Long-tailed, Coal and Great Tits called, along with Wren, Robin,
Song Thrush and a couple of Goldcrests . Trevor did some more sweeping.
We followed the path along the west side of Clothallbury Wood and then
headed north across a large field towards Quickswood Farm. After a short
stretch along a lane we found a sunny road bank to eat our lunch. There were
quite a few birds here too: Buzzard, Red Kite, Pheasant, Red-legged Partridge,
Common Whitethroat, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Yellowhammer, Linnet, Bullfinch,
Goldfinch, Meadow Pipit and Lesser Black-backed Gull. The road bank was
quite flowery and we found Lesser Broomrape growing on Red Clover and
several plants of Wild Basil and Meadow Cranesbill.
Another short stretch along the road gave us good views southwards across
the valley to Clothall before we turned back northeast along the Icknield Way
path. At Quickswood ‘scrubs’ we took a brief diversion along what might
once have been (and ought to be now!) a right-of-way to look at the
extensive view over Clothall Common towards Baldock. A local lady walking
her dog pointedly told us there wasn’t a public path so we told her we were
just admiring the view (which we were!). However, our diversion enabled us
to find Wayfaring Tree growing in the hedge and a single Peacock butterfly.
A fine track continued towards Wallington and the weather also continued
fine and sunny – a beautiful late summer’s day in fact. Eagle-eyed botanists
found a single plant of Venus’ Looking-glass growing in the edge of the arable
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field and there was more Narrow-leaved Birdsfoot Trefoil and Sainfoin
(probably part of a sown mix). Two kestrels were the only additions to the
bird list and Small Tortoiseshell was added to the butterfly list before Chris
allowed a tea break while she picked two boxes of rowan berries for jellymaking!
Not long after this we returned to our cars at Wallington after a very good
day.
Chris James

Photo: June Crew

Birds (T.J.): Red Kite, Buzzard, Kestrel, Red-legged Partridge, Pheasant, Lesser
Black-backed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove, Feral Dove, Collared Dove,
Green Woodpecker, Swallow, House Martin, Song Thrush, Robin, Blackcap,
Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Spotted Flycatcher, Pied Flycatcher
(juv./♀ at Manor Farm, Wallington), Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed
Tit, Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Wren, Dunnock, Meadow Pipit, Yellow Wagtail,
Carrion Crow, Jay, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Linnet,
Yellowhammer.
Mammals (T.J.): Mole (hills), Stoat.
Amphibians (T.J.): Common Frog.
Butterflies (T.J.): Speckled Wood, Ringlet, Small Heath, Large White, Small
White, Clouded Yellow, Common Blue, Small Copper, Peacock, Small
Tortoiseshell.
Grasshoppers/Crickets (T.J.): Metrioptera roeselii (Roesel’s Bush-cricket),
Pholidoptera griseoaptera (Dark Bush-cricket), Chorthippus parallelus
(Meadow Grasshopper), C. brunneus (Common Field Grasshopper).
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Beetles (T.J.). Ground beetles: Bembidion lampros, Demetrias atricapillus,
Harpalus rufipes, Notiophilus biguttatus, Poecilus cupreus. Rove beetles:
Tachyporus obtusus, T. solutus. Ladybirds: Coccinella septempunctata (7-spot
Ladybird), Tytthaspis sedecimpunctata (16-spot Ladybird), Propylea
quattuordecimpunctata (14-spot Ladybird), Harmonia axyridis (Harlequin
Ladybird). Flower beetles: Oedemera nobilis (Thick-legged Flower-beetle),
Olibrus aeneus. Leaf-beetles: Psylliodes affinis, P. chrysocephala, P. cuprea,
Sphaeroderma testacea. Weevils: Ceutorhynchus pallidactylus, Sitona
lineatus (Striped Pea-weevil).
Bugs (T.J.): Coreus marginatus.
Dragonflies (T.J.): Aeshna mixta (Migrant Hawker).
Plants of note (T.J.): Campanula trachelium (Nettle-leaved Bellflower) (green
lane near Wallington and by Bury Wood), Lotus tenuis (Narrow-leaved Bird’sfoot Trefoil)(grass margin near Bush Spring and field E. of Quickswood –
sown?), Bromus secalinus (Rye Brome) (fields by Bush Spring and by
Clothallbury Wood), Kickxia elatine (Sharp-leaved Fluellen) (field by Bush
Spring), Geranium pratense (Meadow Crane’s-bill) (Quickswood roadside),
Orobanche minor (Common Broomrape) (Quickswood roadside, on Red
Clover), Legousia hybrida (Venus’ Looking-glass) (field E. of Quickswood).
 The following message was received following the walk
Hello Chris
Perfect day yesterday. Not too hot, hot too cold, not too fast,
not too long, great views, lovely finds. I'm still naive enough
to get excited over clouded yellows and spotted flycatchers,
trees covered in fruit, G. pratense, C. trachellium, Venus
looking glass. Then a wonderful spread of tea & scones & cake
chez James.
And the company of like-minded people.
It doesn't get better than that.
Thanks
June
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PATMORE HEATH
th

Saturday 14 September

10 people

Patmore Heath covers just less than 8 hectares and was re-confirmed as a
Site of Special Scientific Interest in 1981. It is an area of acidic grassland over
Reading Beds gravels, with several ponds and marshy areas and is home to an
exciting assemblage of plants. The site is cared for by the Wildlife Trust and it
was pleasing to note that one of the local house owners had taken up his
Commoner’s Rights and was grazing sheep on the Common.
As this walk was a joint meeting with the Hertfordshire Flora Group the plan
was to spend the morning exploring the Heath to look for some of the late
summer plants then have a walk further afield during the afternoon.
Our group of around ten left the car parking area and almost immediately
walked past an unusual bramble with velvety undersides to the leaves.
Trevor James couldn’t remember its name but I am hopeful that it will come
back to him! [Yes, it was Rubus proiectus – for which this site is one of only
four known sites in the County! – T.J.]. As we walked on he explained that
the ponds on the Common had all dried out during the 1976 drought and that
they haven’t been properly full since. The first pond area that we explored
was home to Marsh Bedstraw Galium palustre, Water Forget-me-not
Myosotis scorpioides, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, and Field Mint
Mentha arvensis. The mint was in full flower. It looked attractive and we
agreed smelt very different from Water Mint. We noted Bifid Hemp-nettle
Galeopsis bifida growing on the edge of the old pond and were pleased to
find Water-purslane Lythrum portula. We searched in vain for the leaves of
Marsh Violet Viola palustris [here in its only known Hertfordshire locality –
T.J.].
Moving into the centre of the Heath we found Common Dog-violet Viola
riviniana and a lovely display of a moss, Polytricum commune. A very low
growing Lotus had the long hairs that showed it to be Greater Bird’s-foottrefoil Lotus pedunculatus. Janine Tyler was the first of us to spot Devil’s-bit
scabious Succisa pratense growing on a slight ridge along the edge of a path.
It added a nice splash of colour to the Common and several members
reached for their cameras.
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A couple of fungi were noted, including a group of enormous Parasol
Mushrooms Macrolepiota procera, and Patricia Baker told me about a fungus
that she had spotted, Bolbitius titubans. We saw a Buzzard overhead and a
small flock of birds that were identified as Linnets. Our group spread out
across the Heath so keeping notes of all the interesting plants that were seen
was difficult. Slender Rush Juncus tenuis, which is an American introduction,
was plentiful and we searched in vain for Heath Rush Juncus squarrosus, a
known plant from the site and which we were told had been seen close to
the car parking area quite recently. There were two grasses of particular
note: Purple Moor-grass Molinia caerulea and Mat Grass Nardus stricta,
which, although late in the season, was still easily distinguishable by the onesided flower spike.
There was an overgrown pond with a
patch of water and Merle Gwynn collected
a sample to observe the Protozoa and
phytoplankton for microscopy. The
sample was dominated by one Desmid,
Closterium, but there were two forms, one
curved and the other straight. Another
green alga was the beautiful rotating
Volvox, a spherical colony made up of cells
clearly visible on the slide. The Volvox also contained daughter and granddaughter colonies. The dominant protozoan was Stentor, a green, trumpetshaped and free-swimming ciliate.
Towards the north-eastern corner we spotted a clump of Prickly Sedge Carex
muricata and Laura Gravestock found another plant we had been looking for,
Bird’s-foot Ornithopus perpusillus, which was growing on bare ground close
to Sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella and Sweet Violet Viola odorata.
There were comments about the quantity of Narrow Buckler-fern Dryopteris
carthusiana, and we settled down for lunch under the oak trees in the southwest corner. A little time was then spent exploring the near-by pond, which
had recently been cleared and did still have open water. A Common Frog
was seen and a few more plants were added to the list: Tufted Forget-me-not
Myosotis laxa (which is distinguished from M. scorpiodies by calyx teeth that
form a narrow triangle, as opposed to the latter’s isosceles triangle),
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Common Water-crowfoot Ranunculus aquatilis and Common Spike-rush
Eleocharis palustris. We then set off for an afternoon walk towards Albury
Hall and came across a patch of Black Horehound, Ballota nigra, which had
some white-flowered spikes that proved to be difficult to photograph.
Crossing the bridge over the River Ash we noted that the river was dry. We
also saw a plant with yellow flowers growing on the river bed and William
Bishop, being either or maybe both heroic and foolhardy scrambled down the
steep bank through chest-high stinging nettles to investigate. The specimen
turned out to be White Mustard Sinapis alba.
We followed the Harcamlow Way, passing Marsh Cudweed Gnaphalium
uliginosum and, next to a curiously named wood, Suez [a plantation named
after the famous battle – T.J.], we came across a small calcareous area where
Wild Marjoram Origanum vulgare, Ladies’ Bedstraw Galium verum, Agrimony
Agrimonia eupatoria and Chalk Knapweed Centaurea debeauxii were
growing. We passed Albury Hall on the Hertfordshire Way then turned east. I
stopped to look at a wall and spotted a lichen, Diploschistes scruposus, which
I later confirmed under my microscope by counting the septa in the spores. I
noted down Water Mint Mentha aquatica as we passed Kitcher’s pond.
There was very little of interest in the arable fields other than Field Madder
Sherardia arvensis and Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis. We heard the
mouse-like call of a Treecreeper and saw the first Kestrel of the day. We then
stopped to examine a fungus growing on a tree stump. Inside it Trevor found
a small beetle, Glischrochilus hortensis and I noticed a Pea Gall on a close-by
Oak tree. [I also found the fungus-dwelling beetle Pseudotriphyllus suturalis,
which is considered to be ‘local’ generally –T.J.]
We were soon back on Patmore Heath and, as we walked past an Oak tree
close to the cars, I spotted the distinctive yellow hue of a lichen that I
recognised as Chrysothrix candelaris. This was an exciting find for the end of
the day and I believe it was the second record for Hertfordshire.
With thanks to everyone we had a lovely day.
William has kindly given me his bird list for the day as well as the names of a
few plant galls that he saw.
Paula Shipway
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Buzzard, Kestrel, Pheasant, Moorhen, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed
Gull, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, House Martin, Swallow, Blackbird, Robin, Blackcap, Chiffchaff,
Blue Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Wren, Dunnock, Carrion Crow, Rook,
Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet.
Galls
Name

Common
Name

Host

Agent type

Andricus kollari

Marble gall

Oak

Gall wasp

Knopper gall

Oak

Gall wasp

Pea gall
Silk button
gall
Common
spangle gall
Smooth
spangle gall

Oak

Gall wasp

Oak

Gall wasp

Oak

Gall wasp

Oak

Gall wasp

Andricus
quercuscalicics
Cynips divisa
Neuroterus
numismalis
Neuroterus
quercusbaccarum
Neutoterus
albipes
Aceria
macrochela
Adelges abietis

Pineapple
galls

Field
maple
Norway
spruce
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Location
Patmore Heath
+ Albury Hall
Patmore Heath
+ Albury Hall
Patmore Heath
Patmore Heath
+ Albury Hall
Patmore Heath
+ Albury Hall
Patmore Heath
+ Albury Hall

Gall mite

Albury Hall

Aphid

Albury Hall
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HUDNALL COMMON
Saturday 28th September

Nine members

We met at the car park in the SW corner of Hudnall Common and made our
way through the Common (looking especially in the woodland bordering the
grass open areas), then NW to St. Peter & St. Paul Church at Little Gaddesden
(where there was a wedding going on) and back through a newly harvested
oilseed rape field, where we saw a flock of 100+ finches (including Linnets
and Goldfinches) on the stubble.
In the open area to the west of Hudnall Common we saw around 70 Swallows
and 60 martins (some House Martins were identified), no doubt on
migration. In the woodland of Hudnall Common we saw many fungi and,
thanks to William Bishop and his ID Guide (Britain’s plant galls by Michael
Chinery), eleven different galls (six of which were life time firsts for William!).
One feature of the walk was the many badger latrine pits we found, most
with droppings containing cherry stones. I counted nine latrines with badger
droppings (seven on Hudnall Common and with two of these with 14 pits
each!). We looked at the area of grass to the south of the road which passes
through Hudnall Common. Thishad been extensively dug earlier in the year,
with wild boar and badger both being suspected as the cause. There was
some scraping of the grass and moss but not much digging up of the turf.
There were no signs of wild boar.
[NOTE: All species in the following lists except those indicated “OHC”,
meaning outside Hudnall Common, were recorded on Hudnall Common]
Galls: On Bracken: Daisineura pteridis (a gall midge); Chirosia grossicauda
(Diptera); On Pedunculate Oak: Pea Gall (on vein of leaf); Smooth spangle
gall; Artichoke gall (on acorn), Andricus foecundatrix; Silk button gall
(underside of leaf); Andricus curvator; On Stinging Nettle: Dasineura urticae
(a midge). On Buckthorn: Trichochermes walkeri (a Psyllid).
Lichen: On Ash tree: Chrysothrix candelaris ( a yellow lichen).
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Fungi: Shaggy Parasol Macrolepiota rhacodes; Little Jap Umbrella Coprinellus
plicatilis, Russula sp.; Common Funnel Cap Clitocybe gibba ; Red-cracking
Boletus Boletus chrysenteron; Porcelain fungus Oudemansiella mucida ;
Glistening Inkcap Coprinus micaceus; Split Porecrust Schizopora paradoxa;
Stinking Dapperling Lepiota cristata; Wood Blewit Lepista nuda; Deer Shield
Pluteus cervinus; Lilac Bonnet Mycena pura; False Chanterelle
Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca; Conifer Tuft Hypholoma capnoides; Shaggy
Pholiota Pholiota squarrosa ; Giant Polypore Meripilus giganteus ; Chicken-ofthe -Woods Laetiporus sulphureus; Artist’s fungus Ganoderma australe; King
Alfred’s Cakes Daldinia concentrica ; Green Wood-cup, Chlorociboria
aeruginascens ; Common Puffball Lycoperdum perlatum.
Slime Mould: Arcyria denudata (on decaying log)
Birds: Buzzard, Red Kite, Kestrel (OHC), Lesser Black-backed Gull (by car
park), Black-headed Gull (OHC), Wood Pigeon (OHC), Stock Dove (OHC),
Green Woodpecker, House Martins (OHC), Swallows (OHC), Robin, Longtailed Tits (OHC), Nuthatches (3), Jackdaws and Rooks (OHC: in pasture with
sheep), Magpie (OHC), Goldfinches (OHC), Linnets (OHC).
Trees: Rowan, Cherry, Southern Beech, Yew, Beech, Ash, Hazel, Buckthorn,
Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Spindle, English Oak, Douglas Fir, Red Oak, Holly, Field
Maple.
Other Plants: Self-heal, Foxglove, Harebell (all in flower), Water Pepper,
Figwort, Dog’s Mercury, Common Nettle, Bracken.
Mammals: Badger (latrines seen), Badger setts (TL009130: 3 open holes in
Beech woodland; TL011130: 2 open holes in pit); Mole (freshly dug heaps
seen).
Butterflies and Moths: Speckled Wood butterfly; Common Marbled Carpet
Moth (OHC).
Mike Demidecki
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OXHEY WOODS LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Sunday 27th October
This was to be BNA’s first visit to the wood and, during a phone call the
previous evening, I was asked if I could lead the walk. I happily agreed. I
have never been to the wood before, so, being an early riser, I decided to
spend a couple of hours exploring the area before other members arrived.
After looking at a map at home my expectations weren’t high as the wood is
surrounded by housing. How wrong I was. The wood is ancient in parts and
had a lovely remote atmosphere. It covers nearly 100 hectares and is
dissected by two roads. I walked through the southern part before the
others arrived and had an excellent close-up view of a Jay and a Wren that I
disturbed while searching for lichens. I met the others in the car park at 10
o’clock and we set off on an anti-clockwise loop. I pointed out a lichen
growing on the trunk of an oak tree, Chaenotheca ferruginea, that had
particularly well-formed stalked apothecia, or fruiting bodies. Close by we
spotted a Birch Shield Bug, Elasmostethus interstinctus. Only then did we
cast our eyes further up the trunk and were amused to see an enormous
beetle which formed part of the sculpture trail. Without the expertise of
Andrew I was very cautious and only recorded the lichens that I was
confident of identifying correctly. I found Lepraria incana and Lecanora
expallens on a Larch trunk and after a chemical test confirmed Flavoparmelia
caperata on an oak branch. I soon added more lichens to my list from the
oak trees: Parmelia sulcata, Melanelixia subaurifera, Parmotrema perlatum,
Punctelia subrudecta and Hypogymnia physodes.
Christine Lees found an intriguing gall on Turkey Oak and this was identified
as Andricus grossulariae, which was recorded for the first time in Britain in
2000 and could well be the first record for Hertfordshire. Trevor James
pointed out a moss from New Zealand, Campylopus introflexus, and I added
Evernia prunastri to the lichen list, along with Cladonia coniocraea. There
were comments on the extraordinary quantity of acorns lying on the ground,
presumably due to the weather over the last year. I missed out on seeing a
slime mould, Ceratiomyxa fruticulosa, found by William Bishop. However I
did see a photograph and it had the appearance of elongated grains of rice.
We all had a close look at an endearing weevil found climbing around on a
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tree stump and, although rather on the small side, it was identified as the
Acorn Weevil Curculio glandium.
I noted more lichens on the oak trees; Ramalina farinacea, Punctelia jeckeri,
Parmelia saxatilis, Lecanora chlarotera and Physcia tenella. We crossed a
road and continued our loop through the northern part of the Wood, noting
Sanicle, Sanicula europaea. We found a few fungi too, including a particularly
fine specimen of Amanita citrina along with Lycoperdon perlatum, Lactarius
fulva, Crepidotus variabilis and Tremella mesenterica. In the northern part of
the wood there was a greater diversity of tree species, including Wild Service
Tree, for which the wood is well known. Trevor showed us a beetle, Cychrus
caraboides, which has special mouth parts for reaching into snail shells, and I
spotted two more lichens: Lecidella elaeochroma and Xanthoria parietina.
We found our way back to the car park, where I found the final lichen for the
day growing on an oak trunk close to the car park barrier: Hypocenomyce
scalaris, which was one of the more interesting lichen finds of the day.
We were all hopeful that the majority of the trees in the wood would
withstand the severe gales that were forecast to arrive overnight.
Thank you William and Trevor for passing on the list of birds from your notebooks.

Paula Shipway
Birds: Black-headed Gull,
Wood Pigeon, Green
Woodpecker, Greater-spotted
Woodpecker, Redwing, Song
Thrush, Robin, Goldcrest,
Great Tit, Blue Tit, Marsh tit,
Long-tailed Tit, Wren,
Treecreeper, Carrion Crow,
Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch.

An unusual Stag Beetle at
Oxhey Woods!
Photo: Trevor James
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PIRTON: CHALK HILLS IN LATE AUTUMN
Saturday 9th November

Nine members

Although nine of us met at Pirton, two of us (Janine Tyler and Joyce Smith)
decided to ‘do their own thing’, when they realised we were going on a bit of
a route march! So, seven of us set off across the Toot Meadow, and out east
along Hambridge Way – a fine green lane, laid out after inclosure of the open
fields in the early 19th century. The old grasslands of Toot Meadow (very
humpy-bumpy, full of archaeological features) sported some Snowy Waxcap
Hygrocybe niveus, and, despite the lateness of the date, we found Dame’s
Violet in flower at the start of the green lane! It was good to see flocks of
Starlings – some 70 in total flew across the fields, while there were up to 50
or so Black-headed Gulls quartering them as well, although no sign of the
great flocks of Lapwings and Golden Plovers that once used to be a feature
here every winter. More fungi included Egg-yolk Fungus Bolbitius titubans
and Stubble Rosegill Volvariella gloiocephala (growing on rotting grass).
Chalk Knapweed Centaurea debeauxii was helpfully in flower, to allow proper
identification. A small party of newly-arrived Fieldfares flew past, and two
Bullfinches flitted along the hedge. At one point, a couple of old Ash trees
arrested our attention, and we found the tunnels created by Lesser Stag
Beetle Dorcus parallelepipedus larvae in one of them, while the other had
ominous growths of Shaggy Bracket Inonotus hispidus, which usually spells
destruction for the tree. Stinking Iris Iris foetidissima was growing by the
hedgerow in a more-or-less wild situation, and we added Pleated Inkcap (or
Little Japanese Umbrella) Coprinus plicatilis (or whatever its current name
is!).
The green lane forks right, down to West Mill, and here dead bark on a
deceased elm tree produced the fine spider Nuctanea umbratica hiding
beneath, its flattened form well-adapted to its abode! I also came across a
characteristic snail in this area: the Bush Snail Arianta arbustorum. A large
Agaricus fungus was tentatively named A. augustus (The Prince) later by my
wife, Chris.
We continued our way past West Mill, with various self-seeding escapes in its
cobblestone yard, such as Lavender Lavandula angustifolia and White
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Stonecrop Sedum album; finally coming to the well-known and now very
attractive Oughton Head Common, with its longhorn cattle keeping down the
lush fen vegetation. Almost as we got there, we found a Water Rail by the
Mill Stream and recorded 30 Fieldfares, 10 Redwings, three parties of Longtailed Tits, several Moorhens, two Jays, three Bullfinches, 10 Chaffinches, 10
Goldfinches, a Red Kite (at Oughton Head springs), a Reed Bunting, two
Siskins, a Kingfisher (which gave superb views by the river), six Mallard, a
Goldcrest in song, a Buzzard, Kestrel and upwards of 100 Wood Pigeons, not
to mention all the more usual birds. It remains a haven for bird life. A small
pond at the west end of the Common had the less common molluscs Lymnea
stagnalis and Planorbarius corneus, and I found the local ground beetle
Microlestes minutulus in a Beech stump by the footpath.
We left Oughton Head and walked across a now-rough field to the Icknield
Way at Punch’s Cross. A dead Common Shrew was found in the grass and the
attractive greenish and orange-brown ground beetle Anchomenus dorsalis
was found, characteristically, under some rubbish near the road, with the
rove beetle Tasgius globulifer nearby. A splendid Cotton or Scottish Thistle
Onopordum acanthium also stood sentinel by the cross track and William
Bishop flushed a Song Thrush.
We continued to rise towards Highdown along the Icknield Way, finding
another Song Thrush, more Bullfinches and a lone Lesser Black-backed Gull.
The green way disgorges onto the rather dangerous Barton Road, but luckily
we could sneak along the field side of the roadside hedge until we crossed
back to the path to Tingley Wood. On the way, though, I came across an
ancient Oak stump in the hedge and under its bark found larvae of the
nationally scarce beetle Ctesias serra, which is related to the carpet beetles,
feeding on old spiders’ webs and their contents. The stump also harboured a
hibernating Peacock butterfly, which we left undisturbed.
Down, and then up, to Tingley Wood, we turned over some logs and lumps of
stone, finding dozens more Anchomenus beetles. Jays were heard, and a
Nuthatch in the wood. An enormous log-stack looked as if it would be
heaving with beetles, but a fairly good look along most of its length (much to
the amusement of the assembled gathering!) produced only one ground
beetle: Leistus spinibarbis, common enough, and specialising in eating
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springtails, of which there were many! A number of superb solitary wasps,
later identified tentatively as Crossocerus annulipes, were also admired.
Our return route was down Wood Lane to the village, with its species-rich
hedges, full of Spindle, Wayfaring-tree and Dogwood etc., as well as the
remains of its summer flora, such as Wild Basil Clinopodium vulgare.
Members were also bemused to find a fine plant of Garden Asparagus
Asparagus officinalis half way down. This has actually been there for some
years! Finally, we straggled into Pirton, past some ragged remains of
Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum, and were very grateful for Ruth Graham’s
invitation to tea at her home, not far from Wood Lane. It had been a very
rich and rewarding day, and we even re-found Joyce and Janine!
Trevor James
Birds: Red Kite, Buzzard, Kestrel, Mallard, Pheasant, Water Rail, Moorhen,
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Kingfisher,
Skylark, Fieldfare, Redwing, Song Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Goldcrest, Great
Tit, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Dunnock, Wren, Starling, Carrion
Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Siskin,
Bullfinch, Reed Bunting, House Sparrow.
Mammals: Common Shrew (dead), Mole (hills).
Molluscs: Arianta arbustorum, Lymnea stagnalis, Planorbarius corneus.
Insects: Coleoptera: Anchomenus dorsalis, Leistus spinibarbis, MIcrolestes
minutulus, Tasgius globulifer, Dorcus parallelepipedus (borings), Ctesias
serra.Lepidoptera: Peacock butterfly Inachis io. Hymenoptera: Crossocerus
annulipes. Spiders: Nuctanea umbratica
Flora (casual observations only): Dame’s-violet Hesperis matronalis, White
Stonecrop Sedum album, Walnut Juglans regia (self-sown by R. Oughton),
Spindle Euonymus europaeus, Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica, Creeping
Yellow-sorrel Oxalis corniculata (West Mill), Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum
(at Pirton village), Lavender Lavandula angustifolia, Cotton Thistle
Onopordum acanthium, Chalk Knapweed Centaurea debeauxii, Yello Flag Iris
foetidissima, Garden Asparagus Asparagus officinalis.
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Fungi (casual records only): Agaricus c.f. augustus, Bolbitius titubans,
Coprinellus sylvaticus, C. plicatilis, Hygrocybe niveus, Inonotus hispidus,
Lepista inversa, L. nuda, Macrolepiota rhacodes (Mill Way), Panaeolus
foenisecii, Tubaria hiemalis, Volvariella gloiocephala.
Auricularia auricular-judae, Coprobia granulata (on a cow-pat!), Cudoniella
aciculare, Exidia nucleate, Inonotus hispidus, Xylaria hpoxylon.

EVENING TALK ON THAILAND
Saturday 23rd November

Thirteen members

After some careful furniture shifting, we all fitted into Diana Furley’s lounge
at her home in New Barnet. I delivered a Powerpoint presentation about the
wildlife and culture of Thailand, based on my three visits there in 2012 and
2013. The talk was well received but finished a little early, so I was persuaded
to show some video footage of wild boars, which Jum and I had taken with
our camera trap in the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire! In the event the
meeting finished rather later than planned! As usual with indoor meetings
there were superb refreshments and I would like to thank everyone who
brought these along for us all to enjoy. A special thanks too to Diana for her
invitation to host the meeting at her home.
Michael Demidecki

LUCY WARREN & HODDESDONPARK WOOD
Sunday 24th November

Twelve members & visitors

Herding Cats
Twelve members and visitors met in Hoddesdon next to the site where the
outdoor pool – closed a few years ago – had been filled in and grassed over.
You’d never have known it ever existed. Goldcrests could be heard in fir
trees in the car park. An early 20th Century fountain and pools (also filled in
and grassed over - but many years ago) was pointed out. It had been
constructed by Victorian landscape gardener, James Pulham of Mappin
Terraces fame. We walked half a mile through a built-up area to reach Lucy
Warren, leaving Andrew Harris and William Bishop behind - kneeling on the
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tarmac path of a residential street examining lichens. Eventually we
regrouped and walked through a small copse of mainly Sweet Chestnut trees.
On arriving at a big open space William was disappointed not to meet Lucy….
Lucy Warren had previously been known as Lucerne Warren, so presumably
Lucy Warren is a corruption of Lucerne Warren. The warren is now a filled-in
gravel pit – grassed over and rather poorly draining, with pipes protruding
from the grass to take off the methane from the rubbish beneath. There has
been new shrub and tree planting on raised areas but there remains an island
of original woodland where several species of fungi were found. These
included Wood Blewit, Clouded Agaric and Tricholoma sulphureum. The last
can easily be identified by its strong tarry smell. Shaggy Inkcap grew at the
side of a gravelly track running parallel to the A10 dual carriageway.
Leaving Lucy Warren, we crossed the A10 by a bridge in Cock Lane and
turned off on to a path with grazing Alpacas on one side and a woody slope
up to the A10 on the other. Before the construction of the A10 (in the 60s),
this area was known as The Pollards, due to the presence of a number of
aged, pollarded oaks, only one of which remains. It is probably about 400
years old. Fly Agaric toadstools grew beneath the Silver Birch trees and
Shaggy Parasol toadstools and Wood Blewits grew alongside the path.
Further along, the slope became treeless and shrubless, apart from a few
wild roses and some small, scrubby hawthorns. Surprisingly, there were at
least seven orchid plants with new leaves. Andrew thought they were Bee
Orchids. [He was correct. I returned to the bank on 13 June 2014 and found
over 20 in full flower. Another person had counted 30. I had never seen
them there before.] Three people stayed looking at the curious growths on
the slope up to the A10 for a very long time and photographed fruiting Dog
Lichen and a foliaceous lichen while the rest of the party was eager to go
ahead. Compromise seemed impossible so a map was handed to the splinter
group so that they could do their own thing.
The rest of the party entered Hoddesdon Park Wood, finding a convenient
fallen tree to sit on for a lunch break. We were surrounded by small,
unidentified, all red fungi (Cortinarius sp?) and Candlesnuff fungi. Although
Hoddesdon Park Wood is called ancient woodland by the Woodland Trust,
which owns it, the standard oaks are all much the same age and were planted
only about 150 years ago. According to Trevor, most of the oaks at
Hoddesdon Park are Sessile Oak, but there are quite a few hybrids, especially
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round the edges, where they hybridise with the native Pedunculate Oak. [It
is likely that the Sessile Oaks here, along with those in Wormley Wood, were
the result of planting in the late 18th or early 19th centuries. In the case of
Hoddesdon Park Wood, we know from historic and archaeological evidence
that it was a hunting park in the late Middle Ages. – T.J.]
Continuing our walk alongside Spital Brook, we reached one of Broxbourne
Borough’s seven scheduled monuments – the well preserved remains of a
mediaeval moated enclosure thought to be the site of the park keeper’s
lodge. The wood was very quiet with just one encounter with a tit flock on
entering the wood. The idea of visiting Danemead and completing the
circuit around the wood was abandoned – mostly due to despondency on the
leader’s part. We returned, following Spital Brook towards Barclay Park
below High Leigh where a Fox crossed the field. Some of us warmed up at
the leader’s house in Broxbourne with cups of tea and toasted buns.
Birds (In the order of the Herts Bird Club reference card): Mallard, Moorhen,
Coot, Black-headed Gull, Feral Pigeon, Wood Pigeon, Green Woodpecker,
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Wren, Robin, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Redwing,
Mistle Thrush, Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Treecreeper, Jay,
Magpie, Jackdaw, Carrion Crow, Chaffinch, Goldfinch.
Mammal: Red Fox
Flowering plants: Red Campion Silene dioica (in flower), Bee Orchid Ophrys
apifera (rosettes)
Fungi: Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria, Jelly Ear Auricularia auricula-judae,
Russet Toughshank Collybia dryophila, Clouded Funnel Clitocybe nebularis,
Shaggy Inkcap Coprinus comatus, Sulphur-tuft Hypholoma fasciculare, The
Deceiver Laccaria laccata Tawny Funnel Lepista flaccida, Wood Blewit Lepista
nuda, Shaggy Parasol Macrolepiota rhacodes, Common Bonnet Mycena
galericulata, Rosy Bonnet Mycena rosea, Sulphur Knight Tricholoma
sulphureum , Ochre Brittle-gill Russula ochroleuca, Beech Bark-spot Diatrype
disciformis, Witches’ Butter Exidea glandulosa, Coral-spot Nectria
cinnabarina, Yellow Brain-fungus Tremella mesenterica, Common Puffball
Lycoperdon perlatum , Candle-snuff Xylaria hypoxylon.
June Crew
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Lichens: William and I were on our hands and knees looking at a jelly lichen
Leptogium turgidum, which was particularly well formed. The liquoricebrown ‘leafy rosettes’ were on a low brick wall at the front of a house and
highly fertile. Thirty lichens were recorded from Lucy Warren itself, mainly
the typical species of twigs and branches. Among these was a small stunted
specimen of a bearded lichen of the genus Usnea. These lichens have had
mixed fortunes following the reduction in coal burning during the last
century. They were rather susceptible to the toxicity of atmospheric sulphur
dioxide but are associated with acid bark and have tended to dwindle again
with the enrichment of bark from the deposition of nitrogen compounds
from the atmosphere.
Where the soil was open or with sparse vegetation the A10 embankment had
a selection of terricolous lichens. Their natural habitat in Hertfordshire
would be bare patches of heathland or short acid grassland, but this is now a
very restricted habitat in Hertfordshire and they are easily outcompeted by
the growth of vascular plants encouraged by nutrient enrichment. So
disturbed ground such as this or in former gravel pits provides an important
substitute, and such habitats can have a fascinating array of lichens, mosses
and ephemeral plants. Among the lichens was the large foliose species
Peltigera hymenina. This is a member of a group known as the Dog Lichens,
so-called because of the passing resemblance of the root-like rhizinae on the
underside to dog’s teeth. Associated with it were mats of the ‘Reindeermoss’ type lichens of the genus Cladonia; mainly C. furcata but also a first
county record for C. subulata, which looks rather antler-like in its form. The
nearest previous records for this were from Hatfield Forest.
The Hornbeams in Hoddesden Park Wood are well covered with Graphis
scripta where they are in the sheltered bottom of the valley by the stream.
This lichen is called Scripturewort due to the elongated fruiting bodies
looking like an obscure form of writing. One old boundary Hornbeam pollard
has Pertusaria hymenia towards the base of the trunk and the record is only
one of a handful for Hertfordshire.
Andrew Harris
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Yellow Brain-fungus Tremella mesenterica at Lucy Warren: photo June Crew

Bee Orchid showing basal rosette
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COTTERED TO RUSHDEN
Sunday 8th December

16 (14 members) attended

On arriving at Cottered Village Hall, we discovered there was to be an antique
fair, so we had to find alternative parking. This accomplished, we set off
along the lane next to ‘The Bull’ pub. We were soon walking along the edge
of an arable field, admiring the open view, when unexpectedly, under a single
Beech tree, estimated to be around 100 years old, no less than eight species
of Agarics were found. These were a Cortinarius in the Telemonia group,
which I could not identify further; two species of Russula: R. mairei and R.
fellea; two species of Lactarius: Beech Milkcap L. blennius and L. decipiens;
two species of Tricholoma: Sulphur Knight T. sulphureum, with its distinctive
tar gas smell, and Burnt Knight T. ustale, which was confirmed later
microscopically from its look-alike Tricholoma ustaloides. Shaggy Scalycap
Pholiota squarrosa grew in a small cluster at the base of the tree.
Wandering on the grassy edge of the field, the beautiful green caps of the
Parrot Waxcap Hygrocybe psittacina camouflaged themselves in the grass,
unlike the prominent white waxy caps of Hygrocybe virgineus, both surprise
finds and an indication that the field was once a meadow. Continuing, we
turned occasional promising looking logs and branches. I collected a few
corticoids to be examined later, as well as more agarics, including the lovely
wrinkled, apricot-coloured caps of Wrinkled Peach Rhodotus palmatus on its
favourite substrate, old elm. Crossing a ploughed field, we picked up
Blistered Cup Peziza vesiculosa – growing on scattered straw remains and
several Fieldfares rose noisily from nearby bushes.
Passing Lodge Farm, we stopped to admire the various breeds of hens
sunning themselves by the fence. We walked along the single track road fairly
briskly until we came to a line of trees with a Larch and Beech mix. This group
of trees has always proved interesting, with the rare Larch Woodwax
Hygrophorus lucorum, which is associated with Larch and comes up after the
first frost, appearing most years. More interesting were a couple of Beech
associated species: Lactarius fluens, looking rather like Lactarius blennius but
with a white ring around the edge of the cap and lacking the drop-like
blotches. We had collected L. blennius earlier, so it was nice to compare the
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two specimens. The other was Hygrophorus arbustivus, a single specimen,
again rare in Hertfordshire.
We didn’t walk the length of the tree strip, as it is private and pheasants were
scampering around. Joining the road, we headed for lunch in Friar’s Wood.
While eating we watched a Kestrel flying around the open grassland adjacent
to the wood. A few fungi were found in the wood, including the small brown
cups of Rutstroemia firma on an Oak twig and the green stain of Green Elfcup
Chlorociboria aeruginascens, with its beautiful green fruiting cups. William
found a single White Saddle Helvella crispa in rather poor condition as we
were leaving the wood. Continuing along the muddy field edges, I pointed
out a tree where in summer I usually see a Barn Owl. Looking under the tree
I found a nice owl pellet and, as if on cue, a Barn Owl flew from its hidden
branch, giving everyone a wonderful view (couldn’t do that again!).
Walking up the next line of trees, which is a carpet of Ramsons in the spring,
we looked across to admire the large old house called Julians. Crossing into
the churchyard at Rushden we had a short look around, but time was passing
rapidly. Heading into the village, we admired the old thatch and wooden
beams of the old pub and post office, which are now houses, before turning
into Treacle Lane and onto open fields. A well-rotted elm stump produced a
little rounded jelly fungus called Stypella legoni. It is white in colour, with
short teeth. It once had the name Protodontia ellipsospora, but is now renamed after the mycologist Nick Legon. A disturbing sight in one of the
ploughed fields were pieces of plastic strewn everywhere, obviously the
result of recycled waste not properly sorted for manure spreading. The light
was fading and the warmth of the sun had gone, leaving a damp chill forming
in the air. We headed back to Cottered at a brisk pace across the open fields
and uphill, arriving back tired but well content on such a lovely day.
Kerry Robinson
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Agarics:
Agaricus bohusii
Chlorophyllum rhacodes (=Macrolepiota)
Clitocybe nebularis
Cortinarius sp. (Telemonia group)
Flammulina velutipes
Gymnopilus penetrans
Hygrocybe psittacina
Hygrocybe virginea
Hygrophorus arbustivus with Beech
Hygrophorus lucorum with larch
Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca
Hypholoma fasciculare
Inocybe lilacina
Laccaria amethystea
Lactarius blennius
Lactarius decipiens
Lactarius fluens with Beech
Lepista saeva
Lyophyllum decastes (under Lime, Village
Green, Cottered)
Mycena acicula
Mycena capillaris on fallen Beech leaves
Mycena inclinata
Mycena polygramma Friars Wood
Pholiota squarrosa
Rhodotus palmatus
Russula fellea with Beech
Russula marei with beech
Tricholoma sulphureum
Tricholoma ustale under Beech
Tubaria furfuracea
Xerula longipes

Aphyllophorales (Bracket fungi etc.
Bjerkandera adusta
Botryobasidium subcoronatum
Bysomerulius corium
Coniophora puteana
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Dendrothele acerina
Hyphoderma puberum
Peniophora incarnata on Prunus spinosa
Peniophora quercina
Phlebia radiata (Friars Wood)
Schizopora paradoxa (Friars Wood)
Stereum gausapatum
Vuilleminia commedans
Heterobasidiomycetes (Jelly Fungi etc)
Auricularia mesenterica
Dacrymyces stillatus
Eichleriella deglubens
Helicobasidium brebissonii
Stypella dubia
Stypella legonii (Protodontia ellipsospora)
Stypella subhyalina
Ascomycetes (Cup Fungi etc.)
Bisporella sulphurina
Chlorociboria aeruginascens (Friars Wood)
Chaetosphaerella phaeostroma
Daldinia concentrica
Diatrype stigma
Erysiphe galeopsidis on White Deadnettle leaves
Helvella crispa (Friars Wood)
Peziza vesiculosa on stubble crossing field
Phyllachora graminis fading grass leaves
Rhytisma acerinum
Rutstroemia firma on fallen Oak twigs
Tarzetta catinus under recently planted hedge
Xylaria hypoxylon
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[For the sake of the record, people might like to know that it was quite a
productive day for other things as well. The bird life was on good form, as
Kerry has indicated, there were quite a few mammal signs apparent, and I
recorded a surprisingly good range of beetles, considering the time of year.
Birds: Buzzard (2), Kestrel, Pheasant, Red-legged Partridge, Black-headed
Gull, Barn Owl (by Bachelor’s Wood), Wood Pigeon, Green Woodpecker,
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Mistle Thrush, Fieldfare (100+ near
Bachelor’s Wood), Song Thrush, Redwing, Blackbird, Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit,
Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit (several parties, including 20+ near Southern Green
Copse), Wren, Nuthatch, Starling, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Jay, Chaffinch,
Yellowhammer, House Sparrow (Rushden).
Mammals: Muntjac (slots), Fallow Deer (slots), Badger (sett N. of Cottered in
open fields), Rabbit.
Beetles: Leistus spinibarbis (a ground beetle) (Honeywood Lane),
Pterostichus strenuus (a ground beetle) (under logs, by Broadfield Hall and in
Friar’s Wood), Dromius quadrimaculatus (a ground beetle) (under bark,
Honeywood Lane), Mocyta amplicollis ( a rove beetle) (Friar’s Wood),
Coccinella septempunctata (Seven-spot Ladybird) (active, Honewood Lane
and Friar’s Wood), Euophryum confine (a bark beetle) (Friar’s Wood).
Trevor James

Rushden Churchyard
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Boxing Day Walk
THE ARCTIC NORTH AT ASHWELL!
th

Thursday 26 December

10 members + 1 visitor

It was a cool, breezy day across the open fields of northernmost
Hertfordshire. We had chosen this area, partly because it can be good for
birds at this time of year, but also because it was near our home, and we
were inviting those who wanted to stay to come back for lunch!
Our party met in the car park at Ashwell Quarry and started off north
towards Ashwell End. From these lower lying parts, we then headed west
towards Hinxworth and then south towards Newnham Hill, where the route
climbed onto the lower slopes of the North Herts chalk ridge. From here, we
crossed the open chalk arable fields to Ash Hill and Arbury Banks, near the
village, before dropping back down again northwards to Ashwell Quarry – the
last few hundred yards ‘trespassing’ (with the owner’s permission!) alongside
a fairly recently planted hedge.
It was thought the day would be largely ‘one for the birds’, and this proved to
be the case, because no sooner had we started than we found dozens of
Skylarks feeding in the stubble near Ashwell End. These in turn had attracted
the attention of none other than a Peregrine, which dashed briefly across the
sky, long enough for some of us to see it, possibly the best bird of the day.
They are in fact quite frequent in this area during migration and winter times,
although can be elusive.
In this area, too, we came across a party of some 40+ Fieldfares feeding on
the unimproved grassland behind the old farmhouse here, along with a few
Redwings and a Reed Bunting (the latter being a resident breeding species in
this area, usually in oilseed rape crops!).
The fields towards Hinxworth were less productive, except for a Kestrel, and
it was not until we climbed up towards Newnham Hill and the green way
locally known as Caldecote Way (or, in the local lingo: “Ca’cut ‘Edges”!) that
we began to find some of the other specialities, notably about 10 Corn
Buntings, including a male in full song! There were also some 30+
Yellowhammers and as many Linnets. The open fields to the south also had a
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dispersed flock of some 50 Common Gulls quartering the ground. The wellknown Badger sett alongside the green way from Hinxworth drew some
attention from Mike Demidecki , and we also saw three Brown Hares. The
chalky field margins could also still boast the identifiable remains of some of
the area’s special plants, especially Prickly Poppy Papaver hybridum and
Dwarf Spurge Euphorbia exigua.
At Ashwell Quarry, we had a brief examination of the reserve, seeing the
clump of Spurge Laurel Daphne laureola that has appeared in this part of the
site (it is well-known under ash scrub in the non-reserve area). We also
disturbed three Muntjac, and a Field Vole, still active. Mole hills were well in
evidence, too, as well as a Fox earth and further Badger setts, Rabbit
droppings etc.
In the event, partly because of the lateness of the close of the meeting, not
that many stayed for ‘lunch’ – more now like afternoon tea!
Birds: Peregrine, Kestrel, Pheasant, Lesser Black-backed Gull (1 only),
Common Gull (50+), Black-headed Gull (small nos.), Wood Pigeon, Green
Woodpecker (Ashwell End), Great Spotted Woodpecker (Ashwell Quarry),
Skylark (30+), Fieldfare (40, Ashwell End, 5 Ashwell Quarry), Redwing, Song
Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Dunnock, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit,
Carrion Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Starling, Chaffinch, Greenfinch,
Goldfinch, Linnet (30, Caldecote Way), Yellowhammer (30 Caldecote Way),
Corn Bunting (10 Caldecote Way, 4 at Ash Hill), Reed Bunting, House
Sparrow.
Mammals: Muntjac, Brown Hare, Rabbit, Mole, Field Vole, Fox, Badger.
Trevor and Chris James
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th

Trevor can find beetles in a wide variety of habitats! Hertford Heath – 18 August
(Photo: Paula Shipway)

th

Learning about bryophytes at Bayfordbury – 13 October
(Photo: June Crew)
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