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William Bishop and Trevor James rescuing beetles from the floods, Plashes Wood! 

BNA surveying the floods along the R. Rib, Standon, 1st February 2014.   

Photos: Paula Shipway 
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EDITORS BIT 
Welcome to another bulletin. I write this as snow is threatening to arrive in the 
next few days, but even in the depth of January, you can get a sense of vitality 
from the natural world outside of the window; the countless shape and form 
of trees against the skyline, the infinite hues of twigs and texture of vegetation 
and there is a special anticipation with the days lengthening and hedgerows 
becoming heavy with catkins. 
Best wishes go to Trevor convalescing from his operation and to Laura 
Gravestock receiving treatment. Laura’s walk in the Ver valley before she 
moved to Hampshire is one of a variety of reports ranging from geology in 
Yorkshire to the dawn chorus at Ashridge and show what a range of talent we 
have as a group.   
Thank you to all who have helped in many ways in the compiling of this 
bulletin.  It is also to very kind of June to compile something about my award 
and to insist it went in. Any achievement is due to all the support and 
friendship I have received within this group so thank you all very much.  
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 Andrew Harris and 1875 award 2014 

The following is the citation prepared for the presentation of Hertfordshire 
Natural History Society’s 1875 Award at their autumn meeting on Saturday 
11 October 2014. 

Andrew Harris – an outstanding Hertfordshire Naturalist 
Andrew is an all round expert naturalist, botanist, accomplished artist and 
our county recorder for lichens.  His interest in recording lichens was kindled 
15 years ago, so he attended some lichen courses and with great 
perseverance and determination has become the county’s leading 
lichenologist.  Along the way he gained an Open University degree, 
specialising in geology and ecology.  Ten years ago when he became County 
Recorder, there were about 3000 Hertfordshire records; now there are 
10,000, all submitted to the British Lichen Society database.  Andrew’s 
personal target was to reach this target before New Year’s Day 2014.  He did 
it with three days to spare!  The records were gathered through a 
programme of surveys of churchyards, nature reserves and other wildlife 
sites.  In 2010/11 he surveyed many private gardens for the British Lichen 
Society; so many in fact, that Hertfordshire needed its own section in the 
national results table when it was published.   

Andrew is a ‘Wildlife Sites’ surveyor and assessor for the Herts & Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust and a key member of the Herts Flora Group and the British 
Naturalists’ Association, Herts branch.  Andrew devotes considerable time in 
helping and encouraging other would-be lichenologists, patiently answering 
questions and encouraging others to join him in his churchyard surveys. 

  
Andrew (middle) with Paula Shipway & 
William Bishop, who nominated Andrew for 
the HNHS 1875 Award 

Andrew searching for lichens  
by Highfield Wood near Brickendon Boxing 
Day 2006 
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The following is from Hertfordshire Life April 2014 in an article entitled ‘Herts 
conservation heroes’ written by Ann Favell of HMWT.  These are Andrew’s 
owns words. 

‘I volunteer as a local wildlife surveyor.  As part of a small team, I do botanical 
surveys of some special sites in Hertfordshire such as old meadows and 
ancient woodland.  We share the tasks of plant recording, mapping the 
habitat and report writing.  I choose to give my time because the range of 
volunteer activities means there is always something I can do to make use of 
my interest in botany.  I have also gained practical experience through 
contributing to the protection of the local environment.  I find volunteering 
for the trust particularly rewarding because it gives me the opportunity to 
participate in small groups of like-minded people.  It’s good to share a 
common purpose and have a lot of laughs while doing something positive.  I 
have gained many good friends and received much encouragement from the 
trust.  I also get the chance to visit fascinating places.  With all the pressures 
on the environment, volunteering with the trust gives me the chance to do 
my bit for the beautiful countryside in our country.’  

As mentioned above, Andrew is a member of BNA, Herts branch.  Indeed, he 
is author of our bulletin.   

He has put together 21 bulletins since he took over in 2002 and what a 
tremendous, meticulous, painstaking and beautiful job he has done!  They 
are all illustrated with his own delightful drawings and subtle irony.  I haven't 
yet quite read Bulletin No 129 from cover to cover at time of writing but it 
has been good to relive some of the excursions we made in 2013.  I especially 
enjoyed receiving the bulletin this time as it had one of the pictures I’d taken 
on the front cover (in colour)!  When he was doing a garden survey a few 
years ago, I invited him to mine.  I had a quick look round before he came and 
found four but he, of course, found sixteen.  I suggested he went to the 
garden of a nearby friend who had some old apple trees at the end of her 
garden.   Much to my chagrin he found 51 different species of lichen.  The 
friend also does a better afternoon tea than I do (although Andrew is far too 
polite to ever say so).  I’m sure that all members of BNA Herts branch would 
join me in sending Andrew heartfelt and well-deserved congratulations.  He is 
also a devoted son and looks after his mum.                       

 June Crew 5 Nov 2014.                                                                      
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REDBOURN AND VER VALLEY 

Saturday 4th January      3 members 

 

 

Redbournbury Mill 

Two members had managed to float their way through all the flooding to 
meet me at Redbourn on this rather rainy day.  After kitting up with 
waterproofs and wellies, we set off past the church, over the Hemel 
Hempstead Road and across the fields by Flowers Farm.  As the leader was 
struggling to see through rain-dropped and misty glasses, they were rather 
dependent on the other members and, given the weather conditions, a fair 
bird species list was compiled by William Bishop during the day. 

Redwing and Green Woodpecker were 
seen in Redbourn and in the arable 
fields around Flowers and Dane End 
Farm was a good sized mixed flock of 
Fieldfare and Redwing (about 190 
counted but many more out of view 
well camouflaged in the fields).  
Species-rich hedgerows were also 
noted in this area with eleven native 
species recorded: Hawthorn; 
Blackthorn; Ash; Hazel; Field Maple; Pedunculate oak; Dogwood; Elder; Holly; 
Beech; and Spindle.  A bracket fungus was recorded on an ash stool.  

We then headed north-east back towards the Hemel Hempstead Road and 
the River Ver.  There are several pools located in this area and dense willow 
carr – the course of the river in this location is heavily shaded and we 
couldn’t help but wonder how the area could be transformed with a little bit 
of sensitive management.  The pools were of some interest with an abundant 
cover of Callitriche, although without fruit we were unable to identify the 
species; as well as common and lesser duckweed Lemna minor and L. minuta.   
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We paused to have a quick bite to eat under the relative shelter of the trees 
with our feet quite submerged in water!  Emerging from this area we 
returned to the footpath where we were able to add grey heron and 
Sparrowhawk to the list.  We travelled south, crossing the St Albans Road and 
headed towards Redbournbury Mill.  On the way to the mill was a rather 
marshy area and we were just commenting that this would be a good place 
for little egrets, when we saw two!  There was also a possible sighting of a 
kingfisher – a flash of vivid blue, but too brief for William to be certain. 

Past the Mill and the rain was easing up, when William saw and heard 
Crossbills (x3) in some conifer trees.   

We then wended our way towards Hammond End Farm and around the golf 
course, where there was some interesting scrub and woodland patch habitat 
with a few trees covered in lichens.  As tempting as it was to linger, with the 
light fading we dragged ourselves away and headed back to the cars. 

I am very grateful to Paula Shipway and particularly William Bishop for their 
records during the day.   

Other species:  

Mammals: Rabbit, Grey Squirrel, Muntjac, Brown Hare 

Galls: oak marble gall on pedunculate oak (the tiny gall wasp Andricus kollari 
lays its eggs in the leaf buds of the pedunculate oak, sessile oak or the hybrid 
between the two – and the marble gall develops through the chemical 
distortion of the leaf buds.)  

Other bird records: Redbourn – Carrion Crow, Wood Pigeon, Robin, 
Blackbird, Redwing, Magpie, House Sparrow, Blue Tit; Arable fields around 
Flowers, Dane End and Hill Farm – Song Thrush, Jay, Dunnock, Red-legged 
Partridge, Wren, Chaffinch, Great-spotted Woodpecker, Red Kite (in tree), 
Kestrel; Lunch place (by River Ver) – Great Tit, Moorhen, Mallard, Buzzard, 
Greenfinch, Starling; Marshy place on way to Redbournbury Mill – Coot, 
Pheasant; Redbournbury Mill – Teal, Collared Dove, Goldfinch. 

As an aside, this is also my last walk for a while with the group as I am moving 
to Hampshire.  I would just like to take this opportunity to say how much I 
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have enjoyed the wanderings we have taken together to all sorts of places 
across the county.  It’s a great group, with fantastic naturalists that have a 
staggering amount of knowledge - I have learnt a lot and had lots of laughs 
along the way. 

Laura Gravestock 

 

BRANCH AGM 

Saturday 18th January      22 Members 

Our AGM was held on schedule this year with no postponements due to 
blizzards!  Members heard the usual reports from the Committee: that the 
branch has 57 members including an honorary one,  that 23 field meetings 
were held during the year, along with a winter bird-watching weekend and 
that the finances were in a healthy position with just over £600 held in the 
bank accounts.  Two editions of the Bulletin had been published.  Chris 
James, Paula Shipway and Andrew Harris (Secretary, Programme Secretary 
and Editor respectively) were re-elected for a further term.  Species reports 
were given for lichens, fungi, higher plants, mammals, butterflies and moths.  
A sumptuous tea was enjoyed and members were treated to mini slide shows 
given by various members.  A new member, Kerry Wilson, joined at the 
meeting – this could be a first! 

Chris James 

Lemna minuta – photo Laura Gravestock 
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STANDON AND PLASHES WOOD 

Saturday 1st February   10 members (8 stayed the course) 

Though this was a fairly short walk it did break with the tradition of most of 
my walks in that we lost sight of our cars. The route also had to circum-
navigate what may have been the greatest floods in the valley in living 
memory. 

We started off at Standon church.  Paula, William and I arrived an hour 
earlier to look at the lichens but had only got as far as looking at the tower 
and half of the south aisle before others started arriving.  The churchyard has 
a number of interesting ferns: Polypodium interjectum, Hart’s-tongue, Wall 
rue and Rusty-back.  A Robin and Song Thrush sang from somewhere in the 
village.  Before we moved off we met the churchwarden and other members 
of a churchyard working party who seemed very interested in the lichens and 
ferns they had in the churchyard.  

We did not linger too long with the cold and, as we prepared to move off, the 
churchwarden warned that the route to Plashes Wood might be impassable 
as the Rib had burst its banks.  Though we forsook paths for roads on high 
ground to the west we were afforded a grandstand view of the flooded 
meadows in the valley, the like of which locals had not seen before.  On the 
way we passed a lady trying to unblock a culvert of anthropogenic detritus, 
mainly plastic bottles and the like, because the storm torrent was spilling 
over on the road.  We followed a bridleway which was rather bleak save for 
the melodious call of a Skylark and crossed a sticky field to Plashes Wood. 
Many of the young ash trees had suffered wind-throw but were sending up 
new leaders, phoenix-like, though these had not rooted in the way that some 
trees naturally layer.  We sneaked into the edge of the wood and worked 

slowly along looking at all sorts of things besides lichens 
while rooting amongst the base of the trees, including a 
queen Hornet and Tree Bumblebee. The lichens were 
more interesting when we passed across an ancient 
boundary into an area of hornbeam and ash coppice.  
Several of the hornbeams had Scripturewort Graphis 
scripta (pictured left) on their trunks.   



BNA BULLETIN 130 

Page - 11  
 

Trevor, William and Vernon found a lot of interest around a flooded pit which 
had become a giant beetle trap.  To the uninitiated it looked as though the 
packed lunch had been insufficient.  It was nearly 3pm by the time their 
appetites were satiated, so we walked more swiftly but decided to return in a 
loop to the east side of the valley and try our luck with the river at Latchford. 
The footbridge was now in splendid isolation in the middle of the greater Rib 
but we managed to cross by the lane, though the flood waters were up to the 
road.  With the sky looking ominous, some with wellingtons skirted the flood 
and walked briskly back to the cars, Trevor on a beetle hunt and the 
remaining four who made a slightly longer but drier detour via the old railway 
line.  Before long, however, we had to brave another storm torrent which 
had spilled over onto the path from another blocked culvert. I was wearing 
walking boots rather than wellingtons and definitely found I could not walk 
on water!   Paula boldly ventured out onto an old willow which was now 
partly into the stream. 

The last part was most difficult where we had to creep up the side of the 
hedge where the water had crossed the road nearly up to the houses. The 
sign warning of a ford, unsuitable for motor vehicles had become 
superfluous!  We returned by an old wall with some good encrustation of 
Diploschistes scruposus and passed the mounted block of puddingstone 
which is a feature of the village. We had made it back relatively dry.    

Andrew Harris 

Birds: (Notes by TJ): 

Red Kite, Buzzard (2), Mallard, Pheasant, Moorhen, Common Gull, Black-headed Gull, 
Wood Pigeon, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Fieldfare, Blackbird, Redwing, 
Song Thrush, Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, Long-tailed Tit, 
Treecreeper, Carrion Crow, Starling, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, House 
Sparrow. 

Mammals: Deer (slots).  Extra notes (TJ):  Dormouse (old opened nuts in Plashes 
Wood), Common Shrew (in rotten log, Plashes Wood), Wood Mouse (Plashes Wood), 
Badger (sett in Plashes Wood). 
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Beetles:  Notes from Trevor James: 

This ranks as one of the most extraordinary field meetings for beetles in my memory!   
Apart from some we found under logs etc., the flood waters pouring through Plashes 
Wood had washed out literally thousands of insects into the flooded pool.  We 
rescued a lot from one area, and I kept a sample for identification.  Later, I also 
collected three samples of ‘flood refuse’ (grass/sedge/reed litter) from the edges of 
the flood water around Latchford and Standon Lordship, and extracted insects from 
these later by using a Tullgren funnel at home.   In all, the species recorded from the 
day were: 

Plashes Wood 

Ground Beetles (Carabidae):   Anchomenus dorsalis, Nebria brevicollis, Leistus 
spinibarbis, Calathus rotundicollis, Cychrus caraboides, Carabus violaceus, Loricera 
pilicornis, Pterostichus madidus, Leistus rufomarginatus, Notiophilus biguttatus. 

Rove Beetles (Staphylinidae):  Philonthus politus, P. decorus, Quedius lateralis, 
Lathrobium fulvipenne, Xantholinus gallicus, Anotylus rugosus, Cypha longicornis, 
Sunius propinquus, Stenus subaeneus (a rare species), Aloconota gregaria, Mycetota 
laticollis, Tachinus rufipes (many). 

Other beetles: Silpha atrata (a carrion beetle), Calvia quattuordecimguttata (Cream-
spot Ladybird, on ash), Melanotus castanipes (a click beetle), Aphthona euphorbiae (a 
flea beetle). 

R. Rib, Latchford 

Ground Beetles: Ophonus rufibarbis, Notiophilus biguttatus, Bembidion obtusum 
(hundreds of these), Bembidion lunulatum, Trechus quadristriatus. 

Rove Beetles:  Philonthus splendens, Quedius maurorufus, Anotylus rugosus (many), 
Xantholinus gallicus, X. longiventris, Sunius propinquus, Tachyporus hypnorum, T. 
dispar, T. nitidulus, Carpelimus corticinus, Autalia rivularis, Gabrius bishopi (rare, new 
to Herts), Amischa analis (hundreds), Dinaraea aequata, Lathrobium longulum, 
Aloconota gregaria, Mocyta fungi, Meotica exilis, Tachinus rufipes. 

Other beetles:  Ptomaphagus subvillosus, Scymnus haemorrhoidalis (scarce, a 
diminutive ladybird), Chaetocnema hortensis (a flea beetle), Ootypus globosus, 
Acrotrichis danica, A. sitkaensis (both these are microscopic feather-wing beetles, 
identified by M. Darby, both new to Herts), Crepidodera aurata (willow flea-beetle), 
Megasternum concinnum (a dung beetle) (plus a number of Atomaria spp. beetles, 
awaiting identification). 



BNA BULLETIN 130 

Page - 13  
 

R. Rib, Standon Lordship 

Ground Beetles:  Poicilus cupreus, Bembidion mannerheimi, B. obtusum (many). 

Rove Beetles:  Sunius propinquus, Tachyporus atriceps, Aloconota gregaria, Amischa 
analis, A. bifoveolata (new to Herts), Philhygra hygrobia, Mocyta amplicollis.   

Other beetles:  Agriotes sputator (a wire-worm, click beetle), Megasternum 
concinnum, Cortinicara gibbosa, Altica lythri (willowherb flea-beetle) (and more 
Atomaria awaiting i.d.).   

Grand total:  59 species (pretty good for mid-winter!). 

Other insects: Hornet  Vespa crabro, Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum,  Hawthorn 
Shield-bug Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale (all in Plashes Wood). 

Spider:  Diaea dorsata (in log, Plashes Wood)(det. T.J.) 

Molluscs: Roman Snail Helix pomatia, Cochlodina lamina (det. T.J.) 

Lichens (from the margins of Plashes Wood) 

Amandinea punctata 
Anisomeridium polypori 
Arthonia radiata 
Caloplaca cerinella 
Candelariella reflexa 
Cladonia macilenta 
Cliostomum griffithii 
Dimerella pineti 
Evernia prunastri 
Graphis scripta 
Hypotrachyna afrorevoluta 
Hypotrachyna revoluta 
Lecania cyrtella 
Lecanora chlarotera 
Lecanora expallens 
Lecanora hagenii 
Lecidella elaeochroma 
Lepraria incana 
Lepraria lobificans 

Melanelixia glabratula 
Melanelixia subaurifera 
Parmelia saxatilis 
Parmelia sulcata 
Parmotrema perlatum 
Phaeophyscia orbicularis 
Physcia adscendens 
Physcia tenella 
Physconia perisidiosa 
Porina aenea 
Punctelia jeckeri 
Punctelia subrudecta 
Ramalina farinacea 
Ramalina sp 
Xanthoria parietina 

Bryophytes 

Plagiomnium undulatum 
Thamnobryum alopecurum  

Note: A few days later when 128 lichens were recorded at Standon Church including 
Lecanora epanora a species more often seen around Lead Mines in Northern Britain! 
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WHIPPENDELL WOOD 

Saturday 15th February      4 members 

It had been very windy the previous night and four fallen trees across the 
road prevented access along Grove Mill Lane from the east.  Luckily the road 
was still open to the west so four of us managed to meet up for this ramble. 
We had to be careful in Whippendell Wood as many trees were down and 
there was still some wind. 

We walked to the south east just inside the edge of the wood and made our 
way to Charlotte’s Vale where the River Gade flows into and underneath the 
Grand Union Canal, emerging on its other side.  The river, normally just a 
trickle with Watercress beds, was today a fast flowing river, swollen by the 
recent rain to about four times its normal width! 

Whippendell Wood, the adjacent golf course and Cassiobury Park were all 
formerly part of the estate of Cassiobury House.  Evidence of this former 
parkland can be seen in the veteran oak trees in Whippendell Wood, one of 
which we passed.  It was deep in scrubland and could only just be seen from 
our path.  As we walked through the wood, William and Trevor turned over 
many logs and branches lying on the ground in their search for beetles. These 
were surprisingly scarce, but we did startle a Wood Mouse which ran back 
and forth for a while, not knowing where to go.  We found a Harlequin 
Ladybird hibernating under bark of a fallen Scots Pine tree.  There were 
several fungi to be seen and we noted Ganoderma applanatum Artist’s 
Fungus, King Alfred’s Cakes, Birch Bracket Fungus, Tremella mesenterica 
Yellow Brain Fungus,  Stereum hirsutum and the puffball Lycoperdon 
perlatum.  Under the rotting bark of one log there was a lot of one species of 
Myxomycete (a slime mould).  Close examination revealed their many fruiting 
structures (sporangia).  A veteran lime tree surrounded by a ring of suckers 
attracted the photographers amongst us! 

At Charlotte’s Vale we found a Seven-spot Ladybird on the canal bridge and 
by the canal towpath noticed Hoary Cress Lepidium draba in flower (it usually 
flowers in May!).  By the River Gade bridge we noted Black Spleenwort 
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum. 
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Michael Demidecki 

From Charlotte’s vale we walked south along the canal towpath,  stopping to 
admire the Badger setts adjacent to the towpath, some 300 metres apart, 
with the major sett (at c.TQ088977)having six open entrance holes in chalk, 
among Elder bushes on slightly sloping ground.  We noted Intermediate 
Polypody Polypodium interjectum fern by some logs.  There was a Moorhen 
on the canal and Goldfinches in a tree on the other side, and some of us 
heard Siskins too. 

At the next bridge we 
crossed over the canal and 
walked alongside alder 
swamp by the River Gade.  
We stopped to admire the 
ancient alder coppice by 
the canal, the trees 
probably being as old as 
the canal itself and 
probably having grown 
from seed from the alder 
swamp nearby.  The path here was flooded in places and access to one 
nearby bird hide was completely under water! 

We turned back now, crossing the river and canal once more.  Trevor pointed 
out Irish Ivy Hedera helix  ‘Hibernica’(with large deep green, heart-shaped 
leaves), a plant I had been unaware of before to-day, on the ground by the 
canal towpath.  We made our way back westwards across the golf course and 
so into Whippendell Wood, near Rousebarn Lane, following the track north 
back to the car park at the north of the wood.  William and Trevor found  
Quedius beetles [which were Quedius fuliginosus and Q. picipes T.J.]by 
looking again under fallen logs and branches.  We descended into an area 
once known as the Strawberry Field, where tree (particularly Holly) and scrub 
clearance had taken place.  In the wood we looked in the rotting wood of an 
old standing Scots Pine tree with many exit holes of longhorn and other 
beetles, and which had been gouged out in places by woodpeckers, no doubt 
searching for the beetles.  William found a Common Shrew under a log. 

Mike Demidecki  
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Paula Shipway recorded the following lichens we had seen during our ramble: 

Hypogymnia physodes, Flavoparmelia caperata, Phaeophyscia orbicularis, 
Lecanora chlarotera, Evernia prunastri, Parmotrema perlatum, Cladonia 
coniocraea, Melanelixia subaurifera, Ramalina farinacea, Parmelia sulcata – 
fertile, Physcia tenella, Xanthoria parietina, Lepraria incana, Physcia 
adscendens, Arthonia radiate, Caloplaca cerinella, Dimerella pineti, 
Lecanactis abietina, Lecidella elaeochroma. 
 
Birds: (extra notes: T.J.): Mallard, Moorhen, Wood Pigeon, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Redwing, Blackbird, Robin, Great 
Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Wren, Dunnock, 
Goldcrest, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Siskin, Goldfinch, 
Bullfinch, Redpoll. 
 
Mammals:  Badger (setts), Wood Mouse, Mole (hills at Strawberry Field), 
Common Shrew (under log), Grey Squirrel, Muntjac. 
Plants:  (notes: T.J.):  Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, Asplenium phyllitis (walls 
by canal), Polypodium interjectum (Charlotte’s Vale area), Minuartia hybrida 
(Fine-leaved Sandwort) (a county rare plant – on wall at Charlotte’s Vale), 
Lepidium draba (in flower!), Hedera helix ‘Hibernica’. 
 
Beetles (notes: T.J.):    
Ground Beetles: Carabus violaceus, Calathus rotundicollis, Nebria brevicollis. 
Rove Beetles: Quedius fuliginosus, Q. picipes, Philonthus decorus. 
Ladybirds: Harmonia axyridis f. succinea (Harlequin Ladybird), Coccinella 
septempunctata (Seven-spot Ladybird). 
Other beetles: Cerylon histeroides (a bark beetle). 
 
Molluscs (notes: T.J.): Oxychilus helveticus (a glass snail), Oxychilus alliarius 
(Garlic Snail), Discus rotundatus.   

 

 
Veteran Alders by 

Photo: Mike Demidecki 
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EXPLORING WESTON IN EARLY SPRING 

Saturday 1st March      12 Members 

Members met by the pond at the south end of the village.  Our route 
followed a long thin oval shape aligned in a generally south-easterly 
direction, following paths across the Weston Park Estate and reaching the 
newer housing of ‘Forster Country’ on the outskirts of Stevenage before 
returning to Weston.  After a dull start, the weather improved to a sunny and 
warm afternoon. 

Our first path led from Damask Green southwards across the western side of 
the Park to Friend’s Green.  The bird list had started well with many of the 
common species being identified in the village before we set off.  In the Park 
it was good to see a large flock of Fieldfares, probably at least 100 birds, 
gathering to get ready to fly back to Scandinavia, a few Redwings with them. 
The first of the day’s Buzzards soon put in an appearance, two Little Owls 
were disturbed from an old oak tree west of Park Wood and both Great 
Spotted and Green Woodpeckers called.   

We splashed our way across the field at Friends Green – the water table was 
still very high after the winter rains – but signs of Spring were soon found 
with Coltsfoot and Snowdrops in flower along the road verge.  An old and 
derelict ash tree near the farm was riddled with the exit holes of Lesser Stag 
Beetles and the soft wispy call of Bullfinch was picked up by those who knew 
it.  A small flock of Goldfinches flew over and a Kestrel was spotted sitting in a 
tree.   

Our path passed on the north-east side of 
Brooches Wood, across a field that had 
been sown with a ‘green manure’ – a very 
mixed collection of mustards and vetches 
with borage in flower – before turning 
towards Dane End Farm.  Here we found a 
few more Yellowhammers.  Farmland 
finches were generally very scarce all day – 
Linnets were not recorded at all and 
Skylarks seen only in one location.  
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We found a place to hide ourselves away for lunch in Newberry Grove, just 
west of Dane End.  Here there was further evidence of Spring just around the 
corner with the green spikes of Bluebells well advanced.  The lack of a more 
diverse ground layer and slots in the mud betrayed the presence of Fallow 
Deer, although we did not see any.   Mammal signs were a bit sparse but, as 
we were walking quietly along the green lane west of Howells Farm, all of us 
had lovely views of a Wood Mouse feeding on hornbeam seeds within about 
3 feet of us, apparently unconcerned with the large feet and legs of its 
human audience. 

Two more Buzzards squealed overhead and near Hall’s Green we added to 
the list of birds of prey a Tawny Owl which called from a tree.  We argued 
amicably about whether Common Hogweed was early in flower or late 
before picking our way along a deeply flooded Halls Green Lane – most of us 
giving up and finding a better way along the field edge.  Trevor was busy 
finding beetles 

At Warren’s Green (the preponderance of ‘greens’ will not have gone un-
noticed), Rooks were busy with their nests and a Nuthatch called.  Here we 
re- entered the Park and followed a clear but muddy path leading 
northwards, slipping and sliding our way past plantations and clumps of 
trees.  Trevor fell full length, covering himself in mud, but we were 
astonished to find not long afterwards a kitchen sink full of water near the 
path, apparently for his very convenience!   

 

Trevor sluicing himself off in the sink! 
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Before washing himself off, Trevor found about 12 specimens of the dung 
beetle Aphodius spacelatus , floating (surprisingly) in the sink (one has to get 
one’s priorities right!).  Further along the path,  a nicely rotting sycamore tree 
yielded more beetles [including the rove beetles Sunius propinquus and, less 
common: Oligota inflata – T.J.]. 

The last part of our walk led through Church Meadow, which has been 
recognised as a good botanical site for many years and is carefully looked 
after by the parish council.  The afternoon ended up being pleasantly warm 
(Trevor had dried off!) and all agreed that we had seen lots of spring wildlife 
in very attractive countryside. 

Birds at Weston village: Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, House Sparrow, 
Dunnock, Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Pied Wagtail, Blackbird, 
Nuthatch, Starling, Collared Dove, Wood Pigeon, Jackdaw, Mallard, Moorhen. 

Birds in Weston Park: Wren, Long-tailed Tit, Coal Tit, Goldfinch, 
Yellowhammer, Nuthatch, Song Thrush, Fieldfare, Redwing, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Green Woodpecker, Stock Dove, Pheasant, Carrion Crow, 
Jackdaw, Jay, Magpie, Rook, Little Owl, Kestrel, Buzzard, Black-headed Gull, 
Common Gull, Mallard. 

Birds near Tilekiln Farm: Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer, Pied Wagtail, 
Green Woodpecker, Moorhen, Kestrel. 

Birds at Howell’s Farm: House Sparrow, Kestrel, Buzzard, Tawny Owl. 

Chris James 
 

Pseudoscorpion found near Weston 
and photographed by William Bishop 
who comments: “It’s either 
Lamprochernes nodosus (Knotty 
Shining Claw) or L.  chryzeri.   I think 
you need to put it under a microscope 
to get which species.  It is still an 
amazing creature”. 
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INDOOR SOCIAL at Digswell 

Saturday 15th March 

A nice gathering of about 16 members gathered for a ‘DIY’ presentations 
evening – an opportunity to share photos, tell stories, enthuse about wildlife, 
have a chat and enjoy some food and drink.  Four members gave informal 
talks with slides shown as Powerpoint presentations overseen by Trevor from 
his laptop computer and digital projector.   

It was good to welcome Tom & Janet Gladwin to our meeting.  Tom gave us 
an overview of Lepidoptera from 2006-2014, showing fine pictures of 
unfamiliar moths, many of which were southern species  obtained by 
trapping at the Portland Bill Observatory, an important and well-known 
location for catching migrant species such as the Delicate and Rush Veneer.  
Tom included a lovely photo of the Scarlet Tiger, last recorded in 
Hertfordshire in 1953, unseen by most of us except in books!  Moving closer 
to home, there were photos of leaf mines of moths observed in his garden at 
Digswell, and finally a photo providing proof that Polecats are thriving in 
Hertfordshire – except that this one was a road casualty! 

Paula demonstrated her recently acquired skills with microscopy used to 
determine the identifications of lichens.  Careful dissections of cells had been 
photographed through the microscope for us all to see and marvel at.   

Andrew Harris then showed us some beautifully artistic shots of seed-heads 
in autumn and winter sunshine, highlighting their dramatic colours: even the 
more lowly ‘weeds’ such as hogweed, docks and mugwort could be seen in all 
their glory with the dramatic pink candy-stripes of field bindweed set against 
ripe wheat providing a dramatic conclusion.  Andrew also gave a summary of 
his recent lichen surveys of churchyards throughout the county.  So far, Little 
Gaddesden churchyard holds the record number of taxa with 130 but 
Standon is not far behind with 128 taxa. 

The winter floods provided much opportunity for photography and the 
recent meetings at Standon and Weston were no exception.  Both Andrew 
and Paula had brought photos showing the River Rib flooding across 
meadows south of Standon, with old ox-bows showing clearly.  There were 
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several photos of members having various kinds of difficulty, collecting 
specimens of beetles or lichens from difficult to reach substrates, 
surmounting gates and stiles above foundrous mud or just trying to get 
through (very) wet places. 

Finally, Audrey Sage, a Herts Branch member living on the Norfolk coast 
brought dramatic pictures of the damage done by winter storms to the dunes 
and cliffs at Holme-next-the-Sea, bringing home to us here in Hertfordshire 
that we really do not normally have to suffer much with the weather! 

Chris James 
 

 
LEMSFORD SPRINGS NATURE RESERVE,  
BROCKET PARK AND AYOT GREEN AREA 

Sunday 30th March      12 members 

Lemsford Springs is a small nature reserve owned and managed by the Herts 
and Middlesex Wildlife Trust.  The site was once a watercress farm and 
market garden from 1880 until 1966. The area covers 4.5 hectares and is 
made up of various lagoons which lie adjacent to the River Lea.  The lagoons 
are fed by underground springs providing an excellent habitat for fish and 
invertebrates which in turn provide food for wading birds. 
 
The weather forecast predicted a warm day so I was pleased when twelve 
members arrived at Lemsford Springs.  The warden, Barry Trevis,  gave an 
introductory talk informing the group of the history of the site, its 
management and the species we might expect to see that day.  
The reserve contains two bird hides.  Sightings from the first hide were 
limited just to a flash of a Green Sandpiper as it flew off.  However the 
second hide was more successful with good views of Green Sandpiper, Grey 
Wagtail and Moorhen.   
 
The path led to the south lagoon spanned by a bridge. Here, Trevor 
discovered leaf and water beetles amongst the marginal vegetation.  Other 
members became involved with their own interests.  Once over the bridge 
the path continued between the lagoons and the River Lea.  Before long it 
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was lunch time and some members left to honour other engagements, it 
being  Mothering Sunday.  After lunch the group continued to the Brocket 
Park and the Ayot Green area. 
 
Flora and Fauna List for Lemsford Springs 
 
Birds (with extra notes: T.J.):  Grey Heron, Mallard, Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, 
Pheasant, Moorhen, Green Sandpiper, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, Mistle Thrush, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, Blackcap, 
Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Wren, 
Dunnock, Starling, Grey Wagtail, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Siskin, Bullfinch, Linnet, Lesser Redpoll.  During the 
reccie an albino Great Tit was observed.  
Lepidoptera:-Orange-tip, Small Tortoiseshell, Brimstone, Peacock butterflies. 
Coleoptera (selected notes: T.J.):  Cassida viridis (Green Tortoise-beetle) (1 
on Butterbur), Ocypus brunnipes (a rove beetle), Meligethes morosus (a 
pollen beetle, on White Dead-nettle), Prasocuris junci (a leaf beetle, on 
watercress), Phaedon cochleariae (also on watercress), Laccobius bipunctatus 
(a water beetle, on watercress). 
Flora:  Butterbur Petasites hybridus, Brooklime Veronica beccabunga, Stream 
Water-crowfoot Ranunculus penicillatus, Greater Pond-sedge Carex riparia, 
Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris, Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria. 
Fungi:  Scarlet Elf-cup  Sarcoscypha austriaca.  
Mammals/Amphibians:  Smooth Newt and Grey Rabbit. 
 
Those members remaining drove to the west side of Brocket Park, parked 
their cars and walked through Flint Bridge Plantation and Warren Wood 
down to the River Lea.  An unusual tree grew by the river with heavenly 
scented, yellow flowers, identified as Box Buxus sempervirens.  The Lea Valley 
path took a westerly direction leading towards Waterend.  Many trees had 
been blown down during the winter gales to provide an ideal habitat for the 
observation of lichens.  
 
Whilst crossing Waterend Lane, a large attractive manor house, Waterend 
House, was observed.  This house was probably built by Sir John Jennings 
(1610).  Sarah Jennings, Duchess of Marlborough was born here.  There was 
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once a barn attached, which was moved to St Albans to become the 
Waterend Barn Restaurant.  

 
We continued for a short way on the Lea Valley Walk, then turned off north 
towards Sparrowhall Farm.  We crossed the Ayot Way disused railway line 
and then followed paths though farmland interspersed with small 
woodlands.  Between Three Groves and Fish Wood, William looked carefully 
at an oak tree which had several holes.  Sitting in one was a sleepy Tawny 
Owl!  How William spotted this bird was amazing.  The path turned 
southwards and followed the perimeter of Fish Wood and on through 
Bladder Wood.  The beetle sub-group took  great interest in horse’s dung, 
whilst the remaining group continued back to the car park. 
 
Beetles on dung list (T.J.):-  Aphodius granarius, A. sphacelatus, Cercyon 
haemorrhoidalis (Waterend);  Philonthus marginatus, Tachinus rufipes, 
Aphodius prodromus (Bladder Wood). 
 

 
 

Birds at Brocket Park and Ayot Green (some extras: T.J.):  Cormorant, 
Buzzard, Pheasant, Coot, Moorhen, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove, Tawny Owl, 
Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Mistle Thrush, Song 
Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Firecrest (2 - 1♂ 
singing, in conifers near Flint Bridge –T.J./W.Bishop), Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal 
Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Wren, Grey Wagtail, Carrion 
Crow, Raven (2 over Lea Valley), Jackdaw, Jay, Goldfinch. 
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Insects (with extra notes: T.J.):  Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell, Orange Tip, 
Brimstone, Cream-spot Ladybird, Harlequin Ladybird, 7-spot Ladybird, 
Psammoecus bipunctatus (beetle on sedges, R. Lea), Kateretes rufilabris (a 
flower beetle, also on the sedges), Homalota plana (uncommon rove beetle 
under Elder bark, Waterend), Longitarsus dorsalis (a flea beetle, supposed to 
be nationally scarce, found near Sparrowhall Bridge, not far from an earlier 
record over 10 years ago, also in early Spring on a BNA meeting!), Leptacinus 
pusillus (a local rove beetle, under a log by Dowdells Wood). 
Crustacean: Pill millipede Glomeris marginator. 
Flora:  Town-hall Clock Adoxa moschatellina, Butterbur Petasites hybridus, 
Box Buxus sempervivens, Wild Cherry Prunus avium, Bluebell Hyacinthoides 
non-scriptus , Broom Cytisus scoparius, Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana, 
Barren Strawberry Potentilla sterilis, Wood Sorrel Oxalis acetosella, Greater 
Stitchwort Stellaria holostea, Common Cudweed Filago vulgaris (near 
Sparrowhall Bridge). 
Fungi:  Jelly Ear Auricularia auricula-judae. 
 

Merle Gwyn 
 

PRIOR’S WOOD and KIMPTON for lichens 
Saturday 12th April      8 members 

From Kimpton village a small select group of eight members first headed up 
Hall Lane.  This turned out to be an ancient track and hollow-way with a good 
range of woody species in the hedgerows,  although the herb flora was rather 
enriched by nutrient seepage from the surrounding fields so was dominated 
in places by Cleavers.  We then took various field paths to Claggbottom 
Wood.  The calcareous grassland which had become established in an area 
previously occupied by conifers was rather good and had Glaucous Sedge, 
Marjoram, Wild Basil, Salad Burnet and Hedge Bedstraw.  We had lunch on 
the boundary bank between the two woods and then continued through 
Prior’s Wood, looking at a small area of grassland.  Prior’s Wood was more 
notable for its higher plants than its lichens and we made a detour to look at 
Climbing Corydalis Ceratocapnos claviculata, which had probably been 
introduced into the wood when the conifers had been planted but had 
thrived in this part of the wood, which had many similarities to its native 
habitat.  Close by was a straight ditch that is of Roman origin. 
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From Prior’s Wood we emerged into Ayot Park. The sward here is rather 
species-poor but does have some of the characteristics of ancient grassland, 
with much Field Woodrush along with some Pignut and a small amount of 
Common Sorrel .  There were some good parkland trees.  A dead standing 
pine tree had a lot of a small pin-head lichen Chaenotheca brunneola .  We 
noted a very ancient Wild Cherry.  The time was moving on to 2.30 in the 
afternoon and  we were barely one third of the way round!  There was plenty 
to detain the rearguard of beetlers: if not lying or standing deadwood, there 
were numerous piles of horse dung every few yards along the bridleway, 
each required to be examined meticulously, so it looked as though we would 
finish in the dark.  I was beginning to think that I should have come armed 
with a shovel and sent any piles of dung over the hedge beyond temptation!  
But I shouldn’t be the one to speak - with all the lichens it was surprising we 
ever got beyond Kimpton. 

The path down from Abbot’s Hay to Kimpton Mill was beautiful.  It is lined by 
a thin margin of old woodland with numerous indicators of its ancient origin 
including Wood Anemone and Wood Melick and with extensive views along 
the Mimram Valley. 

Trevor found some interesting aquatic plants by Kimpton Mill, including 
Callitriche obtusangula (Blunt-leaved Water-starwort), Zannichellia palustris 
(Horned Pondweed) and Groenlandia densa (Opposite-leaved Pondweed) 
[the last of these is becoming a nationally scarce plant – T.J.].  We then 
continued up the valley past former lakes, drained during the Second World 
War, then becoming a plantation and now fen. There was an attractive old 
fence post along the way which had become well colonised by lichens 
including Cyphelium inquinans, a species confirmed microscopically later by 
Paula.  It is usually restricted to worked timber.  We took a path over the old 
bridge whose purpose now seemed a bit meaningless  - the lake it used to 
span has long gone.  We climbed on to high ground passing Bluebell woods 
and ancient hornbeam and oak trees on to a wide open track which led us 
back through Kimpton.  The old walls of the village had a good range of 
lichens but it was now getting late and returning to the cars seemed the 
priority.  This was achieved by 5.35pm.   

Andrew Harris 
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To reply to Andrew on the beetle front (!) – this was a real red-letter day.  We 
re-found the nationally scarce Bombardier Beetle Brachinus crepitans – which 
is capable of burning your finger with a jet of super-heated liquid from its 
rear end if picked up carelessly.  This turned up under a log by the track to 
Claggbottom Wood.  Quite extraordinarily, another was found under rubble 
by the track down from Abbot’s Hay Farm!  As it had not been seen in the 
County since the 1930s, this was most extraordinary.  It is rare inland 
everywhere.  Interestingly, though, it was last seen in the County only about 
5 miles from where we found it.   Another good find for the day was a species 
of so-called ‘saproxylic’ beetle (requires ancient trees): Orchesia undulata – 
found on the old Scot’s Pine tree in Ayot Park; and the rubble at Abbot’s Hay 
Farm also hid the uncommon ground beetle Ophonus ardosiacus (supposed 
to be nationally scarce, but may be increasing).  T.J.   

 

 

Bird list (T.J./W.B. notes):  Canada Goose, Mallard, Red Kite, Buzzard, 
Sparrowhawk, Pheasant, Moorhen, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Green 
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Swallow, Blackbird, Robin, 
Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, 
Nuthatch, Wren, Dunnock, Starling, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Rook, 
Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet (flock of 100+ 
near Abbot’s Hay), Bullfinch, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow. 

The Bombardier Beetle at Kimpton.  Photo: Trevor James 
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TRING RESERVOIRS for spring wildlife 

Saturday 26th April      3 members 

 

Where were you all?!!  You missed a good day, with a lot to see in this corner 
of the County. 

We merry three met up at Wilstone village, and after waiting to see if any 
laggards late out of bed could get there, we decided to get going across 
country towards Wilstone Reservoir.  Approaching it this way you get a better 
feel for the locality than you do if you just park at the reservoir and climb the 
banks!  You also have the chance of seeing extra things, and so it was good to 
come up with our year’s first Lesser Whitethroats, and to examine close up 
some of the ancient Black Poplars Populus nigra ssp. betulifolia which are so 
characteristic in the area.   

At Wilstone Reservoir, there were the usual waterfowl, as well as some 
Common Terns wafting about and a couple of singing Reed Buntings and 
several Reed Warblers in the swamps.  Most interesting, perhaps, was a 
lonely Oystercatcher, and the single migrant Yellow Wagtail that flew 
overhead.    Plants were also of some interest, because we were able to 
admire the spread of the early-flowering Three-fingered Saxifrage Saxifraga 
tridactylites which grows on the concrete walls of the reservoir, as well as 
Common Whitlow-grass Erophila verna.   

We walked across to the derelict remains of the Wendover Canal, where 
there were several Common Whitethroats that were behaving very oddly!, as 
well as a Garden Warbler.  By the road at Little Tring was a small patch of the 
aggressive invader Allium paradoxum (Few-flowered Leek), which will no 
doubt be bigger by next year.   At Little Tring (or Tringford) Reservoir, birds 
were a bit thin, but we did come up with 50+ Sand Martins and a male 
Cuckoo (special these days!).  There was also an Arctic Tern alongside the 
Common Terns, as well, which was a good opportunity to get close views to 
compare.   
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Over the road at Startops End Reservoir, we found a vociferous Cetti’s 
Warbler in full flood, and also heard a noisy Water Ra\il in the swamp, but 
could not see it!    Marsworth Reservoir, over the bank, had many Reed 
Warblers, at least 30 Common Terns, and two more Arctic Terns.  Our path 
then led us to the canal at Marsworth Bridge, which is in Bucks., where we 
had some fine views of both Grey and Yellow Wagtails, as well as the only 
Sedge Warbler of the day.   

Eventually, though, our attention turned again to some of the Spring plants 
around, because I spotted some more whitlow-grass by a lock along the 
canal, just in Herts.  This turned out to be the elusive Hoary Whitlow-grass 
Erophila majuscula, with very few records from the County.  It has been seen 
before near Marsworth Reservoir as well.  Further on, we were also able to 
compare it with E. verna itself.  The canal here also sported a good 
population of the increasingly uncommon Whorled Water-milfoil 
Myriophyllum verticillatum, and we gazed across the canal at Dixon’s Gap to 
identify a good colony of Pennycress Thlaspi arvense, growing on a spoil 
heap.  This formerly frequent cornfield weed is pretty uncommon now.  

Our final track was back to Wilstone village, at the end of a good sunny day. 

    Birds:  Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Grey 
    Heron, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Greylag 
    Goose, Mallard, Teal, Gadwall, Tufted Duck, 
    Kestrel, Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Water 
    Rail, Oystercatcher, Black-headed Gull,  
         Common Tern, Arctic Tern, Cuckoo, Wood  
   Pigeon, Collared Dove, Green Woodpecker, Skylark, 
          Swallow, House Martin, Sand Martin, Mistle Thrush, 
     Song Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Blackcap, Garden Warbler, 
  Common Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Reed Warbler, 
         Sedge Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, Chiffchaff, Great Tit, Blue Tit, 
Wren, Dunnock, Carrion Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Starling, Pied Wagtail, 
Grey Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, 
Linnet, Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting, House Sparrow. 

Trevor James 
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YORKSHIRE COAST WEEKEND 

Friday 2nd May – Monday 5th May    6 Members 

Six members met on Saturday 3rd May at a car park near Reighton (south-east 
of Filey).  A fresh wind was blowing, the sun was shining and the sea was blue 
– in short, it was a glorious early Spring day! 

 

Our objective was to walk along the beach towards the Speeton Cliffs but at 
various points to stop and examine pebbles, rocks and cliff exposures for 
their geological interest and in this we were guided by Jack Doyle.  Jack, a 
retired teacher of geology and geography, has spent many years exploring 
this part of Yorkshire and knows the area well, but he had not visited 
Reighton since the winter storms so he was not at all sure what he might, or 
might not, find! 

Although Filey Bay is renowned for its miles of sand, there are also plentiful 
quantities of pebbles of various origins and as Jack explained these, we 
gradually began to recognise our sandstones from our red chalks.  There was 
also the tantalising possibility that we might be lucky enough to find some 
Whitby Jet or other semi-precious stones! 

In the Filey area it is possible to see the meeting of the Cretaceous and 
Jurassic geological systems.  We began to differentiate between Lower Chalk, 
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Red Chalk (most famously exposed at Hunstanton in Norfolk) and the 
Speeton Clay – all layers within the Cretaceous formed more than 65 million 
years ago – and then to recognise exposures of Kimmeridge Clay , dating 
from 142 million years ago and forming the youngest of the Jurassic rocks. 

 

Jack was shocked by the amount of damage to exposures that he was hoping 
to show us.  In fact some of them had been washed away completely, but this 
offered us an advantage in locating ‘good spots’ to try hunting for fossils in 
new exposures brought to the surface by recent cliff slumping.  It was both 
exciting and humbling to realise that nobody had ever been able to examine 
these particular rocks before.  We had been advised to bring chisel-ended 
hammers with us if possible and these were soon put to careful use in the 
clay layers.  Quite soon we were finding two kinds of belemnites, bivalve 
molluscs and most exciting of all, two large pieces of an ammonite, probably 
Aegocrioceras quadratum.  These were obviously two parts of the same fossil 
but despite diligent searching, the remaining chunks were sadly not found! 

 

After enjoying our picnics, it was decided to give our brains time to absorb 
some of our new geological knowledge and spend the remainder of the day 
walking back along the top of the cliff and hopefully finding other natural 
history to record.  This depended, of course, on finding a way up to the top of 
the cliff!  Easier said than done!  But Herts Branch is not afraid of being 
intrepid and we all eventually found a route over tumbled layers of clay until 
we found easier ground near the top.  An abandoned pair of Wellingtons 

Hunting for fossil 

ammonites! 

Photo: Trevor 

James 
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stuck in the mud made us wonder about how the owner had managed to 
walk home!  

 

The cliff top above Black Cliff afforded wonderful views to Bempton Cliffs 
where Fulmars, Guillemots, Razorbills, Puffins and Gannets were wheeling 
around, and underfoot, just below the cliff top, were beautiful clumps of 
Early-purple Orchids with the bright and cheerful yellow  Gorse in bloom.  
Accompanying us on the way back to our cars were Skylarks, Meadow Pipits, 
Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs. 

 

 

A prize find for Jack! 

Photo: Trevor James 
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On the following day, after we had enjoyed an excellent dinner the night 
before, we met up again on the coast at Gristhorpe, north of Filey.  This time 
we made our approach to geology the opposite way round to the day before:  
we walked along the cliff top towards Yon’s Nab and then found a way down 
over slumped ground to the beach.  The path that Jack knew had been 
partially washed away so our descent was not without difficulty, but we all 
got down safely! 

At Gristhorpe, Jack wanted to introduce us to the Deltaic Series of the Middle 
Jurassic where he hoped to find fossilised plants characteristic of these 
layers.  These layers had been laid down in a river delta during hot conditions 
when plants grew and died quite rapidly.  Once again, with Jack’s tuition, we 
soon began to recognise a completely different kind of rock that crumbled 
easily when hit even only gently with a hammer.  We could easily see the 
black streaks of horsetail roots and larger lumps of fossilised ferns, in 
contrast to the pale grey substrate surrounding them.  With care, we found 
fragments of ferns so fragile that they disintegrated at the slightest touch – 
much more challenging to inexperienced and clumsy beginners!  Jack’s once 
familiar ‘best spot’ had been washed away, by about 7-8 metres, the only 
clue to its location being the remaining harder bands of limestone indicated 
by a photograph taken about 10 years previously!  With some careful 
excavation however, Jack found another layer of Deltaic deposit and some 
beautiful but delicate fossil plants were found. 

 

Fossil ferns in the Deltaic 

beds. 

Photo: Trevor James 
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In one of these harder bands, our branch chairman and Jack were certain that 
they had identified some footprints of a dinosaur.  Photographs were duly 
taken! 

 

Our return along the beach was quite strenuous as we had to pick our way 
over tumbled boulders, but these were of interest too, so it was a slow walk – 
and a salutary one.  At one location, an old pill box had fallen from the cliff 
sometime ago during earlier erosion events, but local people told us that its 
concrete roof had been ripped off by the sea during the recent winter and 
was no longer to be seen.  The power of the sea is never to be under-
estimated! 

So, a very different kind of Herts Branch weekend was enjoyed by all those 
who took part.  We hope that Jack will lead another geological weekend for 
us before too long. 

Chris James 

Bird lists for the weekend: 

Reighton 

Fulmar, Gannet, Shag, Grey Heron, Pheasant, Guillemot, Razorbill, Puffin (3+), 
Greater Black-backed Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Common 
Gull, Wood Pigeon, Rock Dove, Collared Dove, Skylark, Swallow, Blackbird, 

Dinosaur footprint in 

hard band of 

limestone.   

Photo: Trevor James 
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Robin, Blackcap, Common Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, 
Willow Warbler, Blue Tit, Wren, Dunnock, Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Rock 
Pipit, Rook, Goldfinch, Linnet, Redpoll, House Sparrow. 

Gristhorpe 

Fulmar, Shag, Cormorant, Eider (1♂), Kestrel, Oystercatcher, Herring Gull, 
Common Tern, Rock Dove, Skylark, Swallow, House Martin, Sand Martin, 
Blackbird, Common Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Wren, Dunnock, Meadow 
Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Linnet, Corn Bunting, 
Yellowhammer, House Sparrow. 

Trevor James 

THE DAWN CHORUS AT ASHRIDGE  

Saturday 10th May      6 members 

Six of us met at 4am – it was raining and windy.  We made our way in the rain 
to the western escarpment at map ref. SP968129, where we stood under the 
shelter of trees as we waited for the dawn chorus to begin.  Sunrise was at 
05.14am and we recorded the first birds of each species to sing as follows: 

4.41   Blackbird 
4.44   Song Thrush 
4.50   Great Tit 
4.55   Wren 
5.03   Chaffinch 
The rain had now stopped and we walked north along the escarpment 
5.09   Blackcap 
5.11   Garden Warbler 
5.15   Blue Tit 
5.23   Nuthatch [believed to be] 
5.35   Wood Pigeon 
5.39   Chiffchaff [believed to be as call, not the usual ‘chiff-chaff’ song] 
5.40   Carrion Crow 
6.20   Starling 
7.15   Green woodpecker (calling) 
7.15   Stock Dove 



BNA BULLETIN 130 

Page - 35  
 

 
We waited briefly at the Monument at 6am (as had been arranged) but no 
others joined us so we carried on eastwards along the Monument Drive, 
turning south onto Aldbury Common and then into Old Copse where the 
Bluebells were admired (though they had been at their best the week 
before).  We crossed the road into Berkhamsted Common and made our way 
via the Woodyard Cottages around the large field returning west along 
Prince’s Riding and so back through Sallow Copse to the Monument where 
we breakfasted at the Brownlow Cafe. 
 
Trevor then joined us and accompanied Paula and me (the others had 
departed after breakfast)  along the route we had walked earlier to listen to 
the dawn chorus.  The sun was now out and we heard a Robin sing and a 
Long- tailed Tit call. A Nuthatch was seen, and a male Sparrowhawk flew 
overhead. 
 
Trevor examined some old beech trees and found the larva of a nationally 
scarce beetle, Ctesias serra, sometimes known as the Cobweb Beetle, 
beneath the bark of one tree and part of a Lesser Stag Beetle in the rotting 
wood of another dead beech.  A Great Spotted Woodpecker called. 
 
Paula and I were now rather tired after our early start and left Trevor to 
continue with his beetling.  It had been a good morning but if the sun had 
been out we felt the dawn chorus would have been better. 
 
Plants seen: 
Spurge Laurel, Ground Ivy in flower, Gooseberry bushes (no doubt introduced 
some years ago).  We looked for the Yellow Bird’s-nest Hypopitys monotropa 
near the Monument but without success. 
 

Mike Demidecki 
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PAXTON PITS NATURE RESERVE 
Saturday 24th May     7 members/2 friends 

We gradually congregated on an unseasonably chilly and wet morning, 
making our way from the car park to the cosy visitors’ centre run by 
volunteers and the local authority.  Hot drinks were gratefully imbibed!   

The reserve consists of extensive gravel pits adjacent to the River Great Ouse, 
with associated scrub areas and meadows.  Great Crested Grebes, 
Cormorants and Greylag Geese were seen on open water.  Vegetation 
starved of soil and grass sustained substantial minute flora, with plenty of 
Field Forget-me-not and Common Stork’s-bill.  Viper’s Bugloss was also in 
flower in other areas.  

The Nightingales hoped for were not very conspicuous, apart from one 
glimpsed fleetingly by Chris, and one other.  [Two ♂♂ were also heard 
elsewhere – T.J.].   At our last hide stop a Hobby was viewed over the water, 
probably taking insects.  The shelter of observation hides was much in 
demand! 

The lunch break was taken by the Great Ouse on some conveniently placed 
picnic tables and by now the rain had, thankfully, eased off.   We gradually 
headed back on a different path on the eastern side of the reserve past some 
open fields covered in buttercups.  Time was spent deciphering the different 
calls of Common Whitethroats and Lesser Whitethroats.  A Cuckoo (now a 
rare bird in Hertfordshire) was also seen before we joined the main path.  
The sun tried to make it, but in vain after some more drizzle.  However we 
looked at the meadow and the Common Spotted-orchids were now out but 
not obvious amongst the large blankets of purple clover and yellow 
buttercup.  A delicious tea was enjoyed in the large beautiful garden of  Julie 
and David Pennington (former Herts Branch members) in Tempsford.  My 
thanks to them. 

Flowers: Sherardia arvensis (Field Madder), Echium vulgare (Viper’s Bugloss), 
Erodium cicutarium (Common Stork’s-bill), Reseda lutea (Mignonette), Geum 
urbanum (Wood Avens), Dactylorhiza fuchsii (Common Spotted-orchid), 
Myosotis arvensis (Field Forget-me-not), Carduus tenuiflorus (Slender 
Thistle). 
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[Some extra things I noted included: Filago vulgaris (Common Cudweed – not 
so common), Cerastium semidecandrum (Little Mouse-ear), Myosotis discolor 
(Changing Forget-me-not – not a common plant), Centaurium erythraea 
(Common Centaury), Geranium pusillum (Small-flowered Crane’s-bill), 
Gnaphalium uliginosum (Marsh Cudweed), Sagina filicaulis (Slender 
Pearlwort), Fragaria vesca (Wild Strawberry), Sedum acre (Biting Stonecrop), 
Medicago arabica (Spotted Medick), Typha angustifolia (Lesser Bulrush), 
Oenanthe crocata (Hemlock Water-dropwort), Rosa rubiginosa (Sweet-briar), 
Rhinanthus minor (Yellow-rattle) T.J.] 

Birds (mostly notes from T.J.): Cormorant, Great Crested Grebe, Grey Heron, 
Little Egret (1), Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Mallard, Tufted 
Duck,  Hobby, Kestrel, Pheasant, Coot, Moorhen, Lesser Black-backed Gull (1), 
Black-headed Gull, Common Tern, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove (15), Feral 
Pigeon, Collared Dove, Cuckoo, Kingfisher (2), Green Woodpecker, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, Swift, Swallow, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, 
Nightingale (2 seen by some of the party), Blackcap, Garden Warbler, 
Common Whitethroat (including an odd bird with a varied song and no 
obvious crest, singing high in a willow!), Lesser Whitethroat, Reed Warbler, 
Sedge Warbler, Willow Warbler (5+), Chiffchaff, Spotted Flycatcher (1 by R. 
Great Ouse – a nice find), Great Tit (nest), Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Wren, 
Dunnock, Carrion Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting, House Sparrow. 

Peter Alton 
 
Insects of note:  Banded Demoiselle, Common Blue Damselfly, Azure 
Damselfly, Blue-tailed Damselfly, Common Mayfly (Ephemera vulgata),  
Common Scorpion-fly (Panorpa germanica), Common Cardinal Beetle 
(Pyrochroa serraticornis), Cinnabar Moth (Tyria jacobaeae) and Elm Weevil 
(Magdalis armigera). 
 
Mammals etc.:  Chinese Water Deer (2), Grey Squirrel, Rabbit, Common 
Toad. 

Trevor James 
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RUSLING END, LANGLEY for summer flowers 

Saturday 7th June 

 

 

We met at Julie’s cottage at Rusling End on a dull morning but there was 
plenty of interest to come.  We started the walk by wandering through the 
wild flower meadow at the cottage, which is developing extremely well, with 
many wild flowers and the grasses kept in check by Rhinanthus minor 
(Yellow-rattle). 

As we left the cottage it started to rain and continued to do so for most of 
the morning, making the taking of notes somewhat difficult!  We crossed the 
lane onto a footpath at the edge of meadows, where we saw the rather 
uncommon Achillea ptarmica (Sneezewort) and tufts of Carex leporina (Oval 
Sedge).  We then entered a narrow grass strip east of Burleighcroft Wood 
which looked very unpromising initially, with piles of dead wood, metal 
scraps and evidence of clay-pigeon shooting.  We found tufts of Carex divulsa 
ssp. divulsa (Grey Sedge) and then the highlight of the day: two beautiful 
flowering examples of Dactylorhiza praetermissa var. junialis (Leopard 
Orchid), extremely rare in Hertfordshire. 

Fortunately the rain eased as we left Langley and after lunch we had an 
enjoyable wander around Burleigh Meadow identifying Pedicularis sylvatica  
(Lousewort), Ranunculus flammula (Lesser Spearwort), Potentilla erecta 
(Upright Tormentil), Veronica scutellata (Marsh Speedwell),  Silene (=Lychnis) 
flos-cuculi (Ragged Robin), young plants of Genista tinctoria  (Dyer`s 
Greenweed) and an impressive number of sedges:   Carex remota, C. hirta, C. 
leporina, C. flacca, C. nigra, C. panicea and C. demissa - and I am not 
convinced I have listed them all. 

We then continued into Knebworth Park, finding Carex vesicaria (Bladder 
sedge) in the pond, and in the meadow large numbers of Conopodium majus  
(Pignut – pictured above) under Pteridium aquilinum (Bracken), Viola canina 
(Heath Dog –violet), with its distinctive leaves, and yet more sedges - Carex 
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otrubae, C. disticha, C. spicata and C. hirta.  In the ditch towards the south 
west corner we found Eleocharis palustris (Common Spike-rush) and another 
county rarity Oenanthe fistulosa (Tubular Water-dropwort). 

By this time many of us were feeling rather tired but once back at Rusling End 
Cottage we were invigorated with cups of tea and an impressive array of 
cakes and this was not all - Julie had set up her moth trap the previous night 
and many of us gathered round as Tom Gladwin led the identification of 
dozens of moths. 

Julie Wise and Jean Williamson 

A few extra things of special note are worth recording here:   

On the way down to Graffridge Wood, by the arable field, was a small colony 
of the now rare Chaenorhinum minus (Small Toadflax).  On rough ground etc. 
at Langley, we came across a rather fine show of the introduced garden 
poppies: Papaver somniferum (Opium Poppy), and the similar, blousy P. 
pseudoorientale (Oriental Poppy).  There was also some of the diminutive 
alien Oxalis exilis (Least Yellow-sorrel) growing in mown grass.  Jean forgot to 
mention that we did admire the well-known Anacamptis morio (Green-
winged Orchids) growing in Langley Meadow from over the fence!  We also 
did manage to find that other special plant of Burleigh Meadow – Genista 
anglica (Petty Whin), although it was hard to spot!    We also found 
Danthonia decumbens (Heath Grass) there, not a common plant in Herts.  At 
Burleigh Farm, we were pleased to re-find the colony of Centaurea cyanea 
(Cornflower) which had been seen here some years ago., and I also found a 
few Papaver argemone (Prickly Poppy), also not common. 

Birds:  Mallard, Red Kite, Buzzard, Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Pheasant, Red-
legged Partridge, Moorhen, Lapwing (displaying on nesting ground at Langley 
Bottom – a good record these days), Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Green 
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Swallow, Blackbird, Song 
Thrush (1♂ at Rusling End), Robin, Blackcap, Common Whitethroat, 
Chiffchaff, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Nuthatch, Wren, Dunnock, Starling, Carrion 
Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, House Sparrow. 

Trevor James 
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RAINHAM MARSHES RSPB 
Saturday 21 June                                                                                   7 members 
 
Seven of us met in the car park of the RSPB reserve at Rainham Marshes in 
Essex, not far from the Dartford crossing  of  the River Thames.  Our party 
included Laura Gravestock on a visit home, which was a pleasant bonus.  The 
weather was clear and sunny, making  already a hot day but with the promise 
of lots of insect activity.  The main purpose of this visit was to record plants 
for the site list, as last year Howard Vaughan, the Warden, had asked for 
assistance with both the lichens and vascular plants of the site.  A group of us 
had already visited to do the lichens.  The plant list was fairly rudimentary.  In 
fact it was all English names and took me four hours to convert to Latin! 
 

In the car park we looked at the rather stunningly 
marked Rosemary Beetles (pictured left), metallic green 
and reddish striped, shining in the sunlight.   
 
I checked some White Bryony for the Bryony Ladybird 
but failed to locate any.  
 
We then set off to walk around the loop path that does a 

circuit inside the reserve.  This usually takes one hour to walk at a steady 
pace and I estimated we would achieve a loop in about two hours bringing us 
back to the centre just in time for lunch. We started recording plants as we 
went and whilst seeing nothing unusual mopped up a fair number of the 
commoner species.  Trevor had brought his sweep net and happily beat every 
bush and reed in sight finding all kinds of beasties all the way. 
 
A displaying Reed Warbler gave good views and most stopped to enjoy it. 
Further along by the old cordite store a fine plant of Dwale or Deadly 
Nightshade was in full bloom. Beyond here is an area of willow and sedge, 
probably the densest wet scrub area, where a Cetti’s Warbler was belting out 
his song (he eventually flew right across my path, between Chris and I).  We 
continued onward now entering reeds and Typha.  When we crossed a ditch 
Chris spotted a Water Vole,  I think the biggest I’ve ever seen,  which gave 
good views.  Coming out through an area of grass we saw Chicory and 
Vervain. There had been lots of purple-flowered Salsify on my pre-check walk 
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the Wednesday before but sadly it had all gone to bed. We made a brief stop 
at the first hide where there was Flowering Rush, young Herons (briefly) and 
young Coots.  Then it was down the boardwalk through more reeds and 
Typha to a viewing platform where we looked out over the Averley Pool.  This 
is about a quarter the way round the reserve but we had used up all the time 
I had anticipated it would take us to get fully round.  My therapist (Paula) 
whispered in my ear “It’s BNA, go with the flow!”.  She was right, it was a 
lovely day, the sun shone and we were seeing nice things.  Trevor had found 
all kinds of interesting beetles and bugs, including many types of ladybirds. 
What wasn’t to enjoy? 
 
We took a lunch break and enjoyed an accompaniment from a Reed Bunting 
holding territory next to us.  We decided that we would change plans and 
head back to the centre, and then go down the seawall.  This would give us 
an opportunity to look at a different habitat, salt marsh/seashore along the 
Thames.   
 
On the return walk a Sedge Warbler obligingly sat out and preened.  
We then headed off down the riverside path.  On the way out we made our 
way along the top of the old concrete wall by the mud edge but for the 
return we used the higher modern path. The upper area of the bank was 
extremely dry and the plants were very burnt off, but the area along the tidal 
mud was fairly lush.  Trevor located a rather fine example of Rosa obtusifolia 
and explained the key identification points.  Sadly the tide line is very 
polluted with rubbish washed up from the Thames.  However, we did get the 
chance to see many types of coastal plants not readily available to us in 
Hertforshire.  These included Sea Clubrush, Sea Aster, Sea Milkwort, Sea 
Plantain, Sea Arrowgrass, Greek Dock, Greater Sea-spurrey and a few seaside 
grasses (Sea Fern-grass).  At one point there was some Sage growing happily 
in a crack.  We also noted the very fine examples of the bright orange coastal 
lichen Caloplaca marina, on the concrete of the old wall. In Averley Bay a 
single Curlew, a lone Oystercatcher and lots of Shelducks were busy probing 
and shifting the mud. 
 
All too soon it was time to turn round and head back.  We made our way 
along the upper path, adding several species of dry grassland to the list. We 
did pass some Bee Orchids but they were not in very good condition. 
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Probably the most impressive plant of our visit was the Fodder Vetch, Vicia 
villosa, which was all over the site in profusion. This is a very variable plant 
with flowers ranging from deepest purple to blue and violet, the most striking 
form having white and blue flowers. The colours were spectacular. 
 
A quick cup of well-earned tea for us all in the centre before our homeward 
journeys and we departed. Thanks to those who came and added to the 
Rainham lists. I enjoyed my day, I hope you did too.   We saw 192 
species/subspecies of plants, of which 55 were additions to the site flora. I 
have passed the list on to Howard at Rainham.  William Bishop 
 

Birds (with thanks to Laura Gravestock and Trevor James): Great Crested Grebe, 
Little Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Little Egret, Mute Swan, Shelduck, Mallard, 
Tufted Duck, Moorhen, Coot, Water Rail (heard), Oystercatcher, Curlew, Redshank, 
Lapwing, Black-headed Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Greater Black-backed Gull, 
Herring Gull, Stock Dove, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Swift, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, 
Wren, Dunnock, Blackbird, Cetti’s Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Lesser 
Whitethroat, Common Whitethroat, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Bearded Tit, Great Tit, Blue 
Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, 
Goldfinch, Linnet, Reed Bunting. 
 

Butterflies (Laura again):  Red Admiral, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Large 
White, Meadow Brown, Small Heath, Common Blue, Holly Blue, Small Skipper, Large 
Skipper. 
 

Moths:   Cinnabar, Six-spot Burnet, Drinker (caterpillars), Vapourer (caterpillars) 
 

Odonata (Trevor):  Hairy Dragonfly, Emperor Dragonfly, Broad-bodied Libellula, 
Common Ble Damselfly, Blue-tailed Damselfly. 
 

Bugs (Trevor): Coreus marginatus, Ischnodema sabuleti (abundant in reeds etc.), 
Capsus ater, Tritomegas bicolor, Eysarcoris fabricii.  
 
Beetles (more important finds only) (Trevor): Anisosticta novemdecimpunctata 
(Water Ladybird), Silis ruficollis (a scarce wetland soldier-beetle), Pseudovadonia 
livida (a longhorn beetle), Epitrix atropae (Deadly Nightshade flea-beetle – nationally 
scarce), Bruchidius imbricornis (Goat’s-rue Seed-beetle)(only recently found in UK), 
Podagrica fuscipes (Black-legged Mallow Flea-beetle – scarce). 

Mammals/amphibians:  Rabbit, Water Vole, Marsh Frog. 
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HERTFORD HEATH NATURE RESERVE for insects 

Saturday 5th July    6 members (3 left early) 

This was the second of our new series of ‘study days’, repeating what we 
tried to do in the 1980s, following last year’s attempt to record the flora at 
the Roundings in the scorching late summer heat.  This was to be a day spent 
trying to re-record insects on the site.  As such, with me leading, it was 
inevitable that it should turn out a wet day!  Having prepared for the 
eventuality, we spent a bit of time looking at aquatic insects (!), examining 
two of the main ponds on the site – the Brick Ponds (very old clay pits, now 
somewhat ephemeral, heathy pools, tending to become rather eutrophic), 
and the so-called Sphagnum pond (because it was once full of Sphagnum 
species, before a particularly damaging bit of so-called ‘conservation’ a few 
years ago, which dredged out the Sphagnum, and took it along with all the 
insects in it, away!).  We did not manage to get round to examining Bride’s 
Farm Pond (the oldest pond on the site), but this is currently rather 
overgrown and inaccessible anyway.   Later, with the weather clearing up a 
bit, we turned our attention to the more open heathy areas and glades. 

As it was, the Brick Ponds showed quite a lot of interest.  There were 
numerous Saucer Bugs (Ilyocoris cimicoides) and abundant Greater Water 
Boatmen (Notonecta glauca).  Two female Common Darters (Sympetrum 
striolatum) were present, and we also found the characteristic larvae of 
Broad-bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa), as well as a few Blue-tailed 
Damselflies (Ischnura elegans), frequent in rather eutrophic conditions.   The 
diminutive water skaters Velia caprae were also identified.  Of the water 
beetles readily identifiable on sight we were most impressed to find the 
Great Diving Beetle (Dytiscus marginalis).  At one time this would have been 
a familiar sight to anyone who had looked in a pond, but it seems much less 
common these days.  There was also the distinctive, smaller, rather rounded 
and flattened diving beetle Acilius sulcatus, with the females strongly ridged 
and the males plain.  These only tend to occur in ponds without fish.  Also, 
we caught several of the large, dark water beetle Colymbetes fuscus, and I 
was able to demonstrate its characteristic of shedding water laterally, with its 
distinctive microscopic pattern of laterally arranged ridges.  I collected a 
number of smaller water beetles for later identification, and these included a 
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number of what is now known as Hydroporus figuratus (identified by Dr 
Garth Foster, the national expert).  This has only fairly recently been 
identified as British, formerly confused with its apparently more northerly 
relative H. dorsalis.  Even more confusing, they were both also previously in a 
separate genus Suphrodytes!  So, old record of ‘Suphrodytes dorsalis’ in 
Hertfordshire are more than likely to be actually Hydroporus figuratus!    On 
the mud round the ponds, we also came across several wetland ground 
beetles, which included the rather scarce Bemidion obliquum, which has 
recently shown signs of increasing in Herts.   I was also pleased to capture a 
single specimen of the rather rare but very small water beetle Hygrotus 
decoratus, which was feared extinct at the Roundings, one of its three known 
sites in the County, following the disastrous dredging.   

Turning our attention to the rather sorry-looking ‘Sphagnum’Pond, with 
rather little water in it, and not a lot of Sphagnum, even several years on, we 
did, however, manage to find a few things: more Notonecta glauca, as well as 
a few specimens of a Lesser Water Boatman (Corixa sp.), which Merle was 
going to try and identify.   However, I sampled a bit of the Sphagnum, and 
found not only a rather rare wetland ground beetle: Agonum micans, but also 
a minute beetle that was later identified as Bibloplectus spinosus, which was 
new to the County.  It only lives in wet Sphagnum in these sorts of places.  
How it survived the dredging, goodness knows.   

Our perusal of other insects around the site later produced quite a good haul 
as well, despite the rain (so those who departed ship early missed some good 
things!).  A lot of Ringlets put in an appearance, along with Large Skipper, Red 
Admiral, Meadow Browns and Small Skipper.  A few moths were identified: 
Dot Moth, Straw Dot (apparently an increased species), Yellow Shell, and the 
micro-moth Carcina quercina.  Bugs included Coreus marginatus, the 
impressive Picrmomerus bidens, Tritomegas [formerly Sehirus] bicolor, 
Pentatoma rufipes, Eysarcoris venustissima (on Hedge Woundwort) and 
Capsus ater.  One extraordinary lace bug with a turquoise head was not 
identified.   The grasshoppers and crickets included Speckled Bush Cricket 
(Leptophyes punctatissima) , Dark Bush Cricket (Pholidoptera griseoaptera), 
Oak Bush Cricket (Meconema thalassinum) and Meadow Grasshopper 
(Chorthippus parallelus), with its characteristic short wing-cases.  Oddly, 
though we did not find the usually abundant Common Field Grasshopper (C. 
brunneus).   Needless to say, I did spend some time recording and collecting 
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for identification a number of beetles.  Particularly interesting were a couple 
of jewel beetles on a dying oak in the lower glade.  These are a species of 
Agrilus, but so far have eluded identification as any British species!  Maybe 
we have yet another new one to the UK!   The Heather (Calluna 
vulgaris)areas also produced the diminutive weevil  Micrelus ericae.  This is 
an intriguing beetle.  It was formerly very rare in Herts., even when there was 
more Heather than there is now.  It turned up at Mardley Heath following 
opening up of clearings, but was thought possibly to have been introduced 
with Heather seeds brought from Thursley Common in Surrey.   However, it 
has now turned up in several other places, often after opening up of 
clearings, such as at Northaw Great Wood.  Although Heather has been at the 
Roundings for a long time, it has never been found there before, suggesting it 
is genuinely increasing.  Finally, I was pleased to find a Melyrid beetle called 
Sphinginus lobatus.  This was first found in Herts. at Merry Hills, Bushey, 
about 15 years ago.  Before that, it had only ever been found near the south 
coast in Hampshire!   It has since been found at Danesbury, Welwyn, and 
now here at Hertford Heath.  This may be a case of climate warming enabling 
it to move north.   

Of other wildlife, perhaps the most appealing were the numbers of Smooth 
Newts that appeared at both ponds.  Less appealing were the numbers of 
Horse-flies Pluvialis apricaria, the only fly I am afraid that we identified – 
lacking people able to do so. 

I think we few had a good time, just skimming the surface of this rich site. 
Trevor James   

         

    GREAT GADDESDEN for plants                            
    Saturday 19th July  9 members 

 
This was a joint meeting with the Herts Flora Group on the western side of 
Hertfordshire.  We gathered in Great Gaddesden by the school.  With its 
great variety of lichens and mosses the attractive old wall bordering the road 
here was a tempting distraction and we had some time to look at it before 
the arrival of Trevor, who had experienced a rather tortuous journey from 
the other side of the county.  However it was a day for vascular plants and 
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the first thing of interest was an odd looking Aspen on the corner of the road, 
Trevor thought it might be Populus tremuloides. [Not confirmed T.J.] 
 
Storms for golf-ball sized hailstones had been forecast so it was with some 
trepidation we set off into Water End Meadows . Trevor donned a poncho 
covering both him and his rucksack.  He made a memorable figure. 
 
We first looked at the spring-fed pool and the river side.  Water Whorl-grass 
Catabrosa aquatica grew prolifically along the margins.  The rush pasture 
poached by cattle gave us some tricky walking but here we found Fen 
Bedstraw Galium uliginosum, Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil Lotus pedunculatus 
and Ragged Robin Silene flos-cuculi.  Water-end Meadows retains a pleasingly 
undulating topography influenced by glacial processes which has avoided 
being destroyed by ploughing.  It was good to have Jack Doyle with his 
knowledge of geology and landscape and he confirmed what I have come to 
appreciate, that Water End Meadows with these interesting landscape 
features have much in common with King’s Meads at Hertford.  May they 
both continue to be appreciated and protected as important sites in the 
county.  [These, plus Croxley Common Moor near Rickmansworth, are about 
the only such ancient grasslands in the County – T.J.] 

We negotiated the gate to enter the middle section of the meadows.  The 
vegetation had become rather rank and the second spring-fed pond was 
showing signs of nutrient enrichment and not what it used to be.  However 
the Greater Tussock Sedge Carex paniculata, which is a notable feature of 
this pond, seemed in good condition.  The tussocks are striking, forming a 
zone around the margin of the pond and sheltering Skullcap Scutellaria 
galericulata.  After a protracted search we re-found Marsh Arrow-grass 
Triglochin palustre by the River Gade, which Gerald Salisbury had originally 
discovered on the site.  

 We continued into the most southerly meadow, considered to be less 
species-rich than the others but bordered by a bank on the western side, 
which has a reasonable flora, more calcareous in character compared with 
the rest of the site.  Of most interest are the drawn-down ponds. Occupying 
circular shaped depressions, they flood in the winter and the water recedes 
in the summer to expose mud and habitat for ephemeral species. Even at this 
time, in the middle of July, water was still gushing out of the ground  - a 
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testament to the unprecedented wet start to 2014. A few more species were 
added, but the search for Orange Foxtail Alopecurus aequalis, which I had 
found when I surveyed the site in 2002, proved fruitless.  

We returned to the middle area pausing by a style, the fence it once crossed 
now a distant memory, and it now existed in comical isolation save for a 
hawthorn bush growing through it protected from the cattle.  We admired a 
beautiful specimen of Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria on our way to a 
bank which overlooks the pond and river and would have made a fine spot 
for lunch if it had not been for the rank grass.  
 
Shortly after, we said goodbye to Merle Gwynn and Jack Doyle and walked up 
to Highpark Wood.  With 21 ancient woodland indicators, such as Field Maple 
Acer campestre, Ramsons Allium ursinum and Mood Melick Melica uniflora, it 
was a good habitat, if rather shaded.  We emerged from woodland into an 
arable landscape.  Claudi Soler then bid us farewell and was unfortunate to 
miss the Corn Spurrey Spergula arvensis found on a field edge.  The weather 
was no follower of forecasts and it was now sunny and had become hot.  As 
well as shedding members of the group it was time to shed clothes. 
 
Some scruffy spoil heaps added more plant records and an ash tree had a 
good cover of lichens, including Phlyctis argena and Candelaria concolor,  the 
latter a member of a tropical genus and only a recent colonist to 
Hertfordshire, being more prevalent in the south-west.  We returned to the 
village via a hollow-way and managed to lose half of the party when we 
diverted to the churchyard, but found Hoary Plantain Plantago media.  Of the 
nine walkers who embarked only three made it to the bitter end! 

Andrew Harris 
 
Trevor adds:  I think a specimen I brought back, poor though it is, is Knotted 
Pearlwort Sagina nodosa.  I have never been able to find this in the county. 
However, the few historical records include one from Gaddesden Meadows 
in 1822! [There were three plants of this, in the wet seepage by the river, 
where the Marsh Arrowgrass was found.  I am confident this is what they 
were.  In good condition, in full flower, it is a pretty little plant.  It was last 
seen in Herts. at Blagrove Common, Sandon, in the 1960s.  During the 19th 
century it was in several old damp meadows across the County.  Now I only 
tend to see it in places like wet flushes in Orkney! T.J.] 
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Records kindly supplied by William Bishop and Trevor James: 
Birds: Grey Heron, Little Egret, Mute Swan, Red Kite, Buzzard, Kestrel, Pheasant, 
Coot, Moorhen, Lapwing, Black-headed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, Swallow, House Martin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, 
Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, 
Dunnock, Wren, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Goldfinch, Linnet, Reed Bunting, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow.  
 
The curly leaf gall on the Cleavers, that was very common in the water meadows, is 
apparently caused by the mite Cecidophyes rouhollahi. (W.B.) 
 
I think that the very abundant hopper was Cicadella viridis, found all over in marsh 
and wet grassland. (W.B.) 

A few insects noted (T.J.): 
Orthoptera:  Roesel’s Bush Cricket, Common Field Grasshopper.  

Lepidoptera: Meadow Brown, Large Skipper, Essex Skipper, Large White, Green-
veined White, Marbled White, Peacock, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell, Common Blue, 
Speckled Wood. 

Odonata: Brown Hawker. 

Coleoptera:  Harlequin Longhorn (Rutpela maculata), The Clock (Pterostichus 
madidus), Common Soldier-beetle (Rhagonycha fulva), Prasocuris junci (leaf beetle 
on Brooklime by the springs), Willowherb Flea-beetle (Altica lythri), Spaeridium 
scarabaeoides (dung beetle on cow dung in the Meadows – a good sign that these 
cattle are not over-dosed with Ivermectin.  These beetles have declined drastically 
since the introduction of this chemical to deter bot flies). 

THERFIELD HEATH NATURE RESERVE 
for flora and insects 

Saturday 2nd August   4 members (+ 5 who went own way!) 

Once again, possibly owing to the early rain, not that many people seemed to 
want to join us, and some of those that made it to the north-east of the 
County also wanted to do their own thing, so I don’t know what they saw.   
Be that as it may, the select remaining gathering had a very productive day 
exploring the main body of the Heath to start with, not the usual Church Hill 
bit.  We made our way east across the Therfield Road, and wound along the 
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lower slopes towards Royston, before climbing up by the former Rifle Range, 
and returning along the upper areas of the Heath, through the planted beech 
woodland.  In the afternoon, we then did make a brief sally to Church Hill, in 
hot sun! 

Our aim was to record the flora in some detail for the forthcoming new UK 
plant Atlas, being surveyed by the Botanical Society, and a list was made out, 
to add to what has already been recorded in these areas.  However, we also 
kept an eye open for insects etc., given the importance of this site for all sorts 
of things.   

As it was, plants came up trumps on several occasions.  Perhaps the first of 
these were the rather nice specimens of Spiny Rest-harrow Ononis spinosa 
right near the car park!  Then, just over the road, Paula Shipway came up 
with a splendid clump of Bastard Toadflax Thesium humifusum not far from 
the road!  This has I think only ever been seen before around Church Hill, so 
this locality, in a new 10km square, let alone a new place on the Heath, was 
unprecedented.  Therfield Heath is its only locality in Hertfordshire.  
Eventually we found the well-known plants of Lesser Meadow-rue Thalictrum 
minus here, as well as more usual chalk plants.   

As we came towards Sun Hill, passing the ancient long barrow, I swept some 
interesting beetles off Mignonette Reseda lutea.  These turned out to be the 
rather strange weevil-like beetle called Bruchela rufipes, which has only been 
on the UK list about 25 years.  It specialises in this plant, but is not common.  
We also found a fine specimen of the Lesser Bloody-nosed Beetle Timarcha 
goettingensis, well known on the Heath, but good to see.   Chris also reported 
seeing a pair of Common Lizards in the coombe near here. 

At this point, we came up against the 
fields on the south side of the Heath, and 
were distracted by a weedy field corner!   
This produced a strange umbellifer which 
turned out to be Bullwort Ammi majus, a 
plant with which I was not familiar.  It is a 
casual introduction with bird seed 
normally, but it was in several places in 
these fields, as an arable weed.   

Lesser Bloody-nosed Beetles at 
Therfield Heath 

Photo: Trevor James 
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When we sat down for lunch, a fine dung beetle Geotrupes stercorarius, with 
purple underside, came along to be identified, and we also found the 
Cornfield Knotgrass Polygonum rurivagum by a golf course bunker near here, 
not a common plant.   In fact, we tried, unsuccessfully to re-find Perennial 
Flax Linum anglicum by the first fairway, where it was last seen, but either 
there were too many Harebells to see it, or it was not in evidence.  The Heath 
is its only site in the County, but it is very unpredictable.   However, these 
banks did provide us with good views of the numerous Chalkhill Blues on the 
wing at this, one of its main sites.  We also saw a single Brown Argus to 
identify – no doubt there were more.   

The woodland along the back of the Heath had a few things of note, 
especially a pair of Spotted Flycatchers.  Otherwise, though, we only found a 
few common beetles, although another field towards Therfield Road 
produced yet more Bullwort, as well as a pair of Lapwings on territory – a 
nice find these days.  We also found a Common Toad in grass near the edge 
of the Heath – an extraordinary distance from any ponds!   

At Church Hill, we had a good poke about in the rather desiccated grassland.  
Bastard Toadlfax was found here too, on the ridge of the ill, near Fox Covert, 
but not on the crest of the hill, its usual site.   There was also much Devil’s-bit 
Scabious Succisa pratensis in flower on the north side of the hill, where it is 
slightly damper.   William Bishop and I had a brief poke for beetles in the 
short, dry turf on the hill, and I found a single specimen of the weevil 
Squamapion atomarium, which specialises in living under plants of Wild 
Thyme.    We also found a 22-spot Ladybird Psyllobora vigintiduopunctata, 
which has become pretty scarce recently.   

Trevor James 

Bird list for the day:  Buzzard, Kestrel, Lapwing, Wood Pigeon, Green 
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Swallow, Blackbird, Spotted 
Flycatcher, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Wren, Meadow Pipit, Carrion Crow, Rook, 
Jackdaw, Magpie, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet. 
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BNA at Rainham Marshes, Essex, 21st June 2014 

William Bishop and Tom Gladwin examining moths at 

Rusling End, Langley, 8th June 2014 

 

Photos: Chris James 
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