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Photographing something interesting on a log – could it have been a Violet
Ground Beetle? Chipperfield Common 16 August 2014 (Photo: P.Shipway)

Looking in the field guide for the name of a large pale-coloured Boletus
fungus growing under an oak tree. Datchworth 30 August 2014
(Photo: P Shipway)
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EDITOR’S BIT
As a write this, the last flowers of summer are still blooming. The yellow
flowers of Toadflax, punctuating the vegetation on road banks, come as a
sign of the close of the season. Devil’s-bit Scabious has brought a
distinctive blue haze to some of our remaining unimproved meadows, but
is just coming to the end of its flowering period. Welcome days of warm
sunshine in the early part of autumn bring out a few butterflies such as
Speckled Woods, their mottled colouring matching the pattern of dappled
shade where they flutter, while Red Admirals are attracted to orchards
where windfall apples decay where they have fallen. However, everything
is moving so fast, leaves are starting to turn and fungi appearing; the year
seems to have rushed by and the bulletin is long overdue. So apologies
for this rather rushed edition. It begins on a sad note with the loss of our
good friend Gerald Salisbury. Gerald’s quiet but infectious interest in the
natural world is mirrored by the enthusiasm for nature which is evident in
the reports of our field meetings so thank you again for everyone for your
participation and contribution AH.

BNA identifying fungi
in Hitch Wood
Photo: Andrew Harris
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Gerald Salisbury
We have to let members know that Gerald Salisbury, who had been a
member of the Branch for some years, and who was one of Hertfordshire’s
best recent botanists, died on 14th July after a few years of increasingly poor
health. Gerald only came to BNA fairly late in his career, having been a
staunch member of the Hertfordshire Natural History Society for many years
previously. His life-long friend, Jill Saunders, also joined him then as a Branch
member, following the cessation of the HNHS field meetings programme. He
and Jill between them had done much of the field recording in west
Hertfordshire for the Hertfordshire Flora Project, and more recently Gerald
had done a lot for the Wildlife Trust with site surveys etc. He was also
Warden of Frogmore Meadows Nature Reserve, at Sarratt, near where he
lived, at Bovingdon. For Hertfordshire’s botanists, he will be sorely missed.
There is a fuller tribute to Gerald in the recently published Hertfordshire
Naturalist, issued by the Herts Nast. Hist. Soc

Gerald at Wilstone Reservoir – September 1990: Photo Trevor James
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CHIPPERFIELD
Saturday 16th August

9 Members

With the holiday season in full swing I was pleased when nine BNA members
came out to join me on this meeting. Earlier in the week I visited the area to
search out the best route to take and I was a little disappointed in the lack of
anything special to point out but with so many pairs of eyes on the day we
did, as always, find things to see.
We met at Chipperfield Common, which is well known for its veteran Sweet
Chestnut trees and, before setting off towards the Apostles Pond so named
because of the twelve trees that once circled it, William showed us a Spiked
Shieldbug Picromerus bidens that he had found on the back of his car. The
main path immediately led us past a mature Sweet Chestnut tree that had
Common Hemp-nettle Galeopsis tetrahit growing beneath it. A little further
along, a fungus was spotted and Claudi identified it as Gymnopus dryophilus,
Russet Toughshank.
We arrived at the pond and found it over-run with introduced species of
plant including Parrots-feather Myriophyllum aquaticum, Canadian
Waterweed Elodea canadensis, Fringed Water-lily Nymphoides peltata, and
Gardeners’ Garters Phalaris arundinacea var. picta. We were delighted that
someone’s pet Labrador swimming across the pond had developed a taste for
the Elodea! I did write down some naturally occurring plants too and these
included Water-forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Gypsywort Lycopus
europaeus, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, Water Mint Mentha
aquatica, Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum and Common Club-rush
Schoenoplectus lacustris. Close by the pond we found Common Dog Violet
Viola riviniana, and we were pleased when John Bishop pointed out a very
young Frog.
We continued walking west along the south edge of the Common and I
attempted, but sadly failed, to impress the group by pointing out the ‘jamtart’ fruiting bodies of a lichen on the trunk of an oak tree, Dimerella pineti.
However, everyone was impressed by a superb Black Arches Moth
attempting to camouflage itself on the trunk of another oak tree.
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I noted down Wood Melick grass Melica uniflora and Common Figwort
Scrophularia nodosa, before trying to tempt the group with another lichen,
Chaenotheca ferruginea. We spotted a diminutive specimen of Chicken-of
the-Woods Laetiporus sulphureus (or Chicken Nuggets, as suggested by one
member of our group!). We turned south and followed the path to Penman’s
Green and with the sun now shining we watched a Speckled Wood butterfly
enjoying the increasing warmth of the day. I pointed out a lichen to Andrew
Harris that I had noticed earlier in the week, Fuscidea lightfootii, which is
being recorded more frequently in our region now than in the past. There
was a plant growing in the pond that we recognised as being a Sagittaria but
with broader leaves than the usual S. sagittifolia. I later identified it as being
Duck Potato S. latifolia, and “technically” a first record for Hertfordshire, as
the record mentioned in the Flora of Hertfordshire at Monken Hadley is in
Vice County 21. Another more usual plant recorded from the edge of the
pond was Floating Sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans.
On finding an open sunny glade with a well positioned felled tree we made
the most of the opportunity and agreed on having an early lunch stop, but
only after William Bishop had shown us the beautiful Mother-of-Pearl moth
that he had caught in his net. A Red Kite flew overhead as we ate our lunch
and we then set off following paths towards Woodman’s Wood, passing
Small-flowered Balsam Impatiens parviflora and Nettle-leaved Bellflower
Campanula trachelium. Just as we were leaving Penman’s Green we noted a
Buzzard and a on a fence post on the edge of Woodman’s Wood I pointed out
a lichen, Hypocenomyce scalaris. Hypocenomyce means ‘below worthless
fungi’ and so is a rather unfortunate name for an attractive lichen. In
Woodman’s Wood we saw a few more plants: Yellow Pimpernel Lysimachia
nemorum, Remote Sedge Carex remota, Woodruff Galium odoratum, Wood
Sorrel Oxalis acetosella, Wood Spurge Euphorbia amygdaloides and Bugle
Ajuga reptans. A Violet Ground-beetle Carabus violaceus was found under a
log and on the edge of the wood by Olleberrie Lane we noted Brooklime
Veronica beccabunga.
We continued on our circuit by walking south through Lower Plantation and
adding a Red Admiral butterfly to the list, along with Marsh Cudweed
Gnaphalium uliginosum. Earlier in the day, I had described a beetle Platycis
minutus to William that I had recorded a few days previously, after it had
landed on my arm. This was obviously taken as a challenge by William who
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soon had a specimen in his collecting pot and I have now confirmed that it
was the same species as the one that I found. We walked along footpaths
through fields between Flaunden and Belsize to complete the circuit and I
pointed out two more lichens en route, Physcia aipolia and Hypogymnia
physodes, along with Grey Sedge Carex divulsa, Musk Mallow Malva
moschata and Welsh Poppy Meconopsis cambrica. Arriving back at the car
park, we all agreed that we had enjoyed our day in the British countryside.
Postscript
Claudi kindly sent me the names of three more fungi that had been seen
during the day and he had later identified: Pale Brittlestem Psathyrella
candolleana, Deer Shield Pluteus cervinus and Scurfy Twiglet Tubaria
furfuracea.
I am pleased to be able to supplement my embarrassingly meagre bird list
with species noted by William: Red Kite, Buzzard, Kestrel, Wood Pigeon,
Green Woodpecker, Robin, Chiffchaff, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit,
Wren, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Goldfinch, Yellowhammer, House
Sparrow.
Paula Shipway

DATCHWORTH & BURNHAM GREEN
Saturday 30th August

16 members

Chris was leading the group – I just held everybody up by looking at beetles!
Our route was by way of Gover’s Green, Back Lane, Bramfield Woods,
Perrywood Lane, Watkin’s Hall, Broomhall Farm and back through copses and
fields to Datchworth – a good mixture of central Hertfordshire’s countryside.
Before we had even started, William Bishop did his usual trick of recording a
sheaf of birds, including a couple of Nuthatches, three Pied Wagtails and a
Great Spotted Woodpecker. The old green lane south towards Gover’s Green
was quite eerie, with dark Holly and piles of leaves heaped up in hedgebanks.
Peter Alton identified a Green Carpet moth and we came across a fine
Badger’s sett in the hedgerow. At Gover’s Green, a Sparrowhawk flew past
us, and we watched the large parties of Swallows feeding up ready for their
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migration. Our path led us further on towards Back Lane, across a harvested
arable field, with the ground beetles Bembidion obtusum and Syntomus
foveatus attracting my attention in the stubble. At one point in the hedge we
came across a now less than familiar sight – a colony of Buff-tip Moth
caterpillars in their tent on an Oak spray. A Buzzard appeared, and then a
Kestrel – so birds of prey were on good form.
At Back Lane, William and I came across a heap of rubbish in the track, which
William promptly set about dismantling for beetles! Here were numerous
further ground beetles Nebria brevicollis and Trechus quadristriatus. A pile of
horse dung also attracted attention (!), and we found the dung beetle
Aphodius sticticus; while nearby the hedgerow bushes provided us with the
common shield bug Pentatoma rufipes and a Southern Hawker dragonfly
Aeshna cyanea was quartering the track. A Green Woodpecker was also
seen across a grass field, on a fence post.
Down the track into Bramfield Woods, evidence of garden refuse dumping
became apparent, with quantities of Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum and
some Lemon Balm Melissa officinalis appearing in the rough track margins.
At the main track junction here, there is a well-known pond, which required
some examination. The flora round it is good, with Tufted Forget-me-not
Myosotis laxa (not common), Bladder Sedge Carex vesicaria, Lesser
Spearwort Ranunculus flammula and Bog Stitchwort Stellaria alsine among
other species. Another Southern Hawker appeared, as well as a Common
Darter Sympetrum striolatum and nearby we came across a flowering stand
of one of the commoner and more easily-identified hawkweeds Hieracium
sabaudum.
Down past the old pollarded Hornbeams of Perrywood Lane, we came across
a rough patch with what, for a moment, we thought might be the long lost
Copse Bindweed Fallopia dumetorum, but it in fact turned out to be a rather
robust bit of Field Bindweed F. convolvulus instead! Next to it was also a
peculiar green-flowered figwort, which we hoped might be Scrophularia
umbrosa, but no such luck – it was just a funny version of Common Figwort S.
nodosa! You can’t win ‘em all, as the saying goes. Further on, we found a
Migrant Hawker dragonfly Aeshna mixta to add to the list, and William
caught a ferocious-looking fly which he later named as Tachina fera.
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Our lunch spot was the edge of the wood, watching hundreds of flocking
Swallows and House Martins, before we headed off towards Watkin’s Hall.
Here an old-fashioned dung heap was studiously ignored by me, except for
noting a fine plant of Good-King-Henry Chenopodium bonus-henricus. Rough
track-side flora provided a good catch of Roesel’s Bush-crickets Metrioptera
roeselii, Dark Bush-crickets Pholidoptera griseoaptera and Meadow
Grasshoppers Chorthippus parallelus, as well as a Sixteen-spot Ladybird
Tytthaspis sedecimpunctata. A ‘new’ pond near the farm was singularly
uninspiring, with an almost total lack of marginal flora worth the name, but it
did provide a home for a couple of Mallard. Our path led us downhill across
arable fields towards Broomhall and along a track here we came across a fine
female Wheatear, obviously on passage. Nearby a Tawny Owl called. There
was another Kestrel at the farm, as well as potential prey – Yellowhammers –
while the path down towards a valley produced a patch of Common Restharrow Ononis repens, always worth seeing, as well as a colony of Dwarf
Spurge Euphorbia exigua and both species of Fluellen Kickxia spuria and K.
elatine.
The copses here are well looked after by the owner, John Wallace, and so we
stopped at Hopground Spring to have a look under logs etc., finding more
ground beetles: Anchomenus dorsalis and Bembidion lampros, as well as the
rove beetles Ocypus olens (Devil’s Coach-horse), Philonthus albipes and
Quedius cruentus. By the nearby field another ground beetle – Pterostichus
melanarius appeared, along with a flock of c.40 Linnets, another Buzzard and
some further beetles in a grass heap by the track, including the quite local
ground beetle Harpalus latus, and a moth – the Small Square-spot Diarsia
rubi. Finally, back at the village, we came across another Devil’s Coachhorse by the road and a single lacewing Chrysopa carnea.
Birds: Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Mallard, Moorhen, Black-headed Gull,
Wood Pigeon, Feral Pigeon, Collared Dove, Tawny Owl, Green Woodpecker,
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Swallow, House Martin, Blackbird (only
1 seen!), Robin, Wheatear, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Great Tit, Blue Tit,
Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Dunnock, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Pied
Wagtail, Goldfinch, Linnet, Chaffinch, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow.
Mammals/Amphibians: Badger (sett), Mole (hills), Rabbit, Common Frog
(Back Lane).
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Dragonflies: Aeshna cyanea, A. mixta, Sympetrum striolatum.
Lacewings: Crysopa carnea.
Grasshoppers/Crickets: Metrioptera roeselii, Pholidoptera griseoaptera,
Chorthippus parallelus.
Bugs: Pentatoma rufipes.
Butterflies/Moths (mostly det. P.Alton): Red Admiral, Comma, Small White,
Green-veined White, Speckled Wood, Green Carpet, Small Square-spot, Bufftip (caterpillars).
Flies (det. W.Bishop): Tachina fera, Chrysotoxum festivum (near Broomhall),
Ferdinandea cuprea (pond, Bramfield Woods).
Beetles: Ground beetles: Anchomenus dorsalis, Bembidion lampros, B.
obtusum, Demetrias atricapillus, Harpalus latus, Nebria brevicollis,
Pterostichus madidus, P. melanarius, Syntomus foveatus, Trechus
quadristriatus. Rove beetles: Cypha longicornis, Drusilla canaliculata, Ocypus
olens, Philonthus albipes, P. cognatus, Quedius cruentus,Tachyporus
hypnorum, Xantholinus gallicus. Dung beetles: Aphodius rufipes, A.
sticticus. Ladybirds: Coccinella septempunctata, Calvia
quattuordecimguttata, Exochomus quadripustulatus, Tytthapspis
sedecimpunctata. Leaf (flea and seed) beetles: Aphthona euphorbiae,
Bruchus rufimanus, Phyllotreta nigripes, P. undulata, Psylliodes
chrysocephala. Other beetles: Cartodere nodifer, Cortinicara gibbosa,
Megasternum concinnum.
Spider (det. W.Bishop): Metellina segmentata (Bramfield Woods).
Mollusc: Oxychilus alliaria (Gover’s Green Lane).
Plants (notable species only): Carex vesicaria, Chenopodium bonus-henricus,
Cotoneaster franchetii (escape near Gover’s Green), Echinochloa crus-galli
(rough patch, Perrywood Lane), Euphorbia exigua, Hieracium sabaudum,
Hypericum androsaemum, Kickxia elatine, K. spuria, Melissa officinalis,
Myosotis laxa, Ononis repens, Ranunculus flammula, Stellaria alsine, Vulpia
bromoides (Perrywood Lane).
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Fungi: Agaricus campestris (Field Mushroom), Bolbitius titubans (Yellow Fieldcap), Boletus radicans (Rooting Bolete), Boletus appendiculatus (Oak Bolete),
Crinipellis scabella (Hairy Parachute), Entoloma rhodopolium (Wood Pinkgill),
Galerina sp (a Bell), Gymnopus erythropus (Redleg Toughshank), Laccaria
laccata (The Deceiver), Macro-lepiota procera (Parasol), Marasmius oreades
(Fairy Ring Champignon), Parasola plicatilis (Pleated Inkcap), Paxillus
involutus (The Rollrim) , Psathyrella sp (a Mottlegill), Russula atropurpurea
(Purple Brittlegill), Tubaria furfuracea (Scurfy Twiglet), Calvatia gigantea
(Giant Puffball), Ganoderma austral e(Southern Bracket), Inonotus hispidus
(Shaggy Bracket), Stereum hirsutum (Hairy Curtain Crust).
Trevor (& Chris) James

COLNEY HEATH AREA
Sunday 14th September

5 members, 1 visitor

Colney Heath Common is one of the few remaining acid heathlands in
Hertfordshire and is well known for its variety of plant life. The site also
provides four other habitats: wet heath, river, woodland and grassland.
The field meeting began from Warren Farm Lane, just off Courser’s Road. The
number of members was much reduced but one new member and a visitor
swelled the number to six.
Being mid-September most of the flowering plants on the Common had
finished but a few were struggling to flower: Common Fleabane Pulicaria
dysenterica, Bird’s-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus, Creeping Buttercup
Ranunculus repens, Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill Geranium dissectum, Silverweed
Potentilla anserina and Goat’s-rue Galega officinalis.
Birds included: Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Goldfinch, Red Kite, Swallow, Robin,
Wren, Magpie, a flock of Linnets, Chaffinch, Great tit, Long-tailed tit,
Blackcap, Jay and Dunnock.
Insects lurking in the grass included an occasional butterfly: Meadow Brown
Maniola jurtina, Green Shield-bug Palomena prasina, Dock Bug Coreus
marginatus, and Seven Spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata.
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From Colney Heath Common the path joined Church Lane by the waterworks
and led towards Tyttenhanger Lakes. The route continued across a field that
skirted the main lake. The only plant of interest was Hop Trefoil Trifolium
campestre [not at all common today T.J.]. Near the lakes and Tyttenhanger
Farm the scarce Tree Sparrows were in residence. These Tree Sparrows were
heard before being seen, together with the call from a Tawny Owl. Is this a
coincidence or did the owl have predatory intentions?
At Tyttenhanger, sand and gravel extraction has taken place since 1982 and
the site now features several flooded gravel pits. Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits is
one of Hertfordshire’s best birding areas. There was a good view of one of
the lakes and the following water birds were identified: Moorhen, Teal,
Snipe, Mute Swan, Black-headed, Herring, Lesser Black-backed and Common
Gulls, Coot, Lapwing, Grey Heron, Great-crested Grebe, Cormorant, Mallard
and Tufted Ducks, Canada Geese, Shoveler and Kingfisher. Other bird
sightings were Starlings, Blue Tit, Green Woodpecker, Blackbird and
Chiffchaff.
The macrophytes occurring beside the Lake were: Trifid Bur-marigold Bidens
tripartita, Wild Angelica Angelica slyvestris, Purple-loosestrife Lythrum
salicaria, Gipsywort Lycopus europaeus, and Orange Balsam Impatiens
capensis. Submerged In the water was Canadian Pondweed Elodea
canadensis. A Small White butterfly Pieris rapae and the Common Darter
dragonfly Sympetrum striolatum were in flight.
Our visitor mentioned a flying bird and, in great excitement, a Hobby was
observed hawking for food. This raptor is not often seen but then William
spied not one but two Hobbies pursuing a Kestrel. This entertaining display
continued throughout lunch. The final encore was a pair of Ravens.
The walk continued into Garden Wood. A close view of a Coal Tit was seen
and Creeping St John’s-wort Hypericum humifusum . Paula and William were
both on knees inspecting a ground lichen(?).
The party went on through the fields of Tyttenhanger Park then back along
the banks of the River Colne. The birds observed on the fishing lake were:
Grey Heron, Chiffchaff, Carrion Crow and Gadwall.
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Plants observed were Crosswort Galium cruciata,
Nodding Bur-marigold Bidens cernua (left),
Common Toadflax Linaria vulgaris, Common Cudweed
Filago vulgaris and escaped Hollyhock Alcea rosea. A
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta was hawking for prey.
By a water outlet into the river, which adjusts the water level of the lakes,
many whirligig beetles were enjoying the oxygenated water. William
sacrificed his insect net to catch some, so as to identify these beetles down to
species. A photograph was taken, inserted below - many thanks to our new
member, Joe Gray. At the time it was speculated there were two species of
Gyrinus but on studying them under the microscope they were male and
female beetles, identified as
Gyrinus marinus [good
record: not many from
Herts. because it is mainly a
deeper water species. T.J.].
The walk continued along
the River Colne and back to
the car park via the
Common. On reflection the
meeting was quite eventful
with much bird action.
Photo: Merle Gwyn

Merle Gwyn

[ The meeting was also very productive for some insects other than the
whirligig. At Colney Heath, as we set out across the rough grass of the
damper areas, I swept a number of flea beetles, including the nationally
scarce Longitarsus ganglbaueri, which feeds on the Hoary Ragwort Senecio
erucifolius there, and I also found L. suturalis, which has few Hertfordshire
records to date, and the rather local weevil Stenocarus rufinasus. William
also told me he had collected a bug which he later named as the Lucerne Bug
Adelphocoris lineolatus. At Tyttenhanger Lakes, Joe Gray spotted a bright red
Melyrid beetle on Buddleia, next to the reeds at the south lake area, which
turned out to be the third County record for Anthocomus rufus! T.J.]
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Birds: Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Canada
Goose, Mallard, Teal, Shoveler, Gadwall, Tufted Duck, Red Kite, Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk, Hobby, Kestrel, Coot, Moorhen, Lapwing, Snipe, Lesser Blackbacked Gull, Herring Gull, Common Gull, Black-headed Gull, Wood Pigeon,
Tawny Owl, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Kingfisher,
Swallow, Blackbird, Robin, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit,
Long-tailed Tit, Wren, Dunnock, Raven, Jackdaw, Magpie, Starling, Goldfinch,
Chaffinch, Linnet, Tree Sparrow. T.J.]

MUCH HADHAM
Saturday 27th September

8 members
It was a rather unpromising start, when we found the former car park at
Hadham Mill no longer existed, forcing us to park as we could! I also
managed to have a bit of an altercation with two members of the general
public gaily ignoring their eager dogs as they harried our group along the
entrance path! Nevertheless, with that behind us, and as the day warmed
up, physically as well as mentally, we found some of our usual late summer
interests and unexpected discoveries.
We walked north from the former quarry entrance, along the shady path by
the River Ash. Nuthatches, Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Long-tailed Tits
were prominent, and we noted Musk Mallow Malva moschata by the path.
Near the entrance, too, we came across a number of rather stunted-looking
Salix bushes, which turned out to be planted Eared Willow S. aurita (!), in
totally the wrong habitat. Further up into Mill Wood we came across several
Treecreepers, a Green Woodpecker, Marsh Tit, Yellowhammers flying, and a
Kingfisher, briefly glimpsed at the linear pond. A large froth of the fungus
Coprinellus disseminatus attracted attention on one stump, and the rather
waxy-shelled mollusc Nesovitrea hammonis was found in a rotten log,
alongside the interesting ground beetle Loricera pilicornis, its strange
antennae armed with a mesh of long bristles at their bases, used for catching
prey.
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The path leaves the gloom of the woodland northwards, and here a field
corner caught the eye. It was covered in a strange, pale yellowish-white
plant, which, on examination, turned out to be Field Thistle Cirsium arvense
that had somehow been attacked by something and lost its colour! It did not
seem to be the effects of weedkiller. Nearby, a fine queen Hornet flew past
us and we saw a couple of autumn Meadow Pipits fly over along with a
Kestrel. A sunny patch by the ‘River Ash’ (here reduced to an overgrown
ditch!) had a good stand of Common Comfrey Symphytum officinale, and also
the leaves of Meadow Crane’s-bill Geranium pratense and Wild Angelica
Angelica sylvestris flowers.
We walked along the bottom of Sidehill Wood, which looked interesting but
did not produce much other than five noisy Grey Squirrels and some Coal
Tits. However, out on the small lane at its end, we came across an
extraordinary old Field Maple that was half dead, honeycombed with the
galleries of the Lesser Stag Beetle Dorcus parallelepipedus. On a wall nearby
I came across a dung beetle walking about, appealingly named Aphodius
contaminatus, and we also saw some Red Admiral butterflies and the usual
Buzzard.
The route took us up along the edge of Daneswood and we had lunch in a
fallow field at the top, overlooking the valley. Here the rough vegetation
proved quite rewarding, with various common beetles, and some plants of
the introduced alien ragwort – Senecio inaequidens (Narrow-leaved Ragwort)
– which is slowly spreading into semi-natural areas, away from its urban
roots! There was also an abundance of the rather local Lesser Hawkbit
Leontodon saxatilis in a rather unlikely habitat.
We continued across the clay plateau to Green Tye along an open green lane
with some fine old Ash and Field Maple trees. At Green Tye there was a late
Chiffchaff and at Bucklers Hall Farm we came across a Common Darter at a
pond and a small flock of House Sparrows. There was also a rather pale
yellow bumble-bee on Butterbur leaves by the pond that attracted attention,
and which seemed to be the rare Brown-banded Carder-bee Bombus humilis,
lacking black hairs on its abdomen. If so, this would be an important record,
as we are away from its declining strongholds in southern Britain. The pond
also had Spiked Water-milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum and Rigid Hornwort
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Ceratophyllum demersum. A Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta was quartering
nearby in the sun.
We continued to Perry Green, where our hopes of re-finding the Strawberry
Clover I had spotted earlier in the year were dashed, because the locals were
(yet again!) mowing what remained of the grass! However, up a track past
Henry Moore’s sculptures, we found a scruffy farmyard with the scarce
Probst’s Goosefoot Chenopodium probstii, before we headed back towards
our start across sheep-grazed grassland on the former Hadham Towers pit.
Here we discovered the source of the aforementioned dung beetle. The
sheep dung here was covered in thousands of the little critters! No doubt
the 20+ Meadow Pipits were busy trying to catch them!
Finally, as we walked down into the woodland near our cars, a Tawny Owl
called and, at the cars, the last of us to leave heard a Raven overhead. These
seem to be becoming a feature, alongside the Buzzards and the Red Kites!
Birds: Mallard, Buzzard, Kestrel, Pheasant, Moorhen, Wood Pigeon, Collared
Dove, Tawny Owl, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Kingfisher, Skylark, Mistle Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Chiffchaff, Dunnock,
Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch,
Treecreeper, Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Raven, Carrion Crow, Rook,
Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Linnet, Yellowhammer, House Sparrow.
Mammals: Mole (hills), Grey Squirrel, Rabbit.
Butterflies: Red Admiral, Comma, Speckled Wood, Large White.
Bees/wasps: Hornet, Bombus ?humilis (Brown-banded Carder-bee?).
Beetles: Nebria brevicollis, Notiophilus biguttatus, Loricera pilicornis,
Anchomenus dorsalis, Harpalus affinis (all ground beetles), Proteinus
brachypterus, Quedius cinctus, Xantholinus gallicus (rove beetles), Dorcus
parallelepipedus (Lesser Stag Beetle) (larval galleries), Aphodius
contaminatus, Aphodius prodromus (dung beetles), Coccinella
septempunctata (Seven-spot Ladybird), Harmonia axyridis (Harlequin
Ladybird), Altica palustris (a leaf beetle), Hermaeophaga mercurialis
(Mercury Flea-beetle), Sitona lineatus (Striped Pea Weevil).
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Dragonflies: Common Darter, Migrant Hawker.
Mollusc: Nesovitrea hammonis.
Plants of note: Dryopteris affinis affinis (Golden-scaled Male-fern),
Helleborus foetidus (Stinking Hellebore) (escape), Chenopodium probstii
(Probst’s Goosefoot), Eared Willow Salix aurita (planted), Geranium pratense
(Meadow Crane’s-bill)(leaves only), Malva moschata (Musk Mallow),
Euphorbia lathyris (Caper Spurge), Symphytum officinale (Common Comfrey),
Petasites hybridus (Butterbur) (leaves), Pulicaria dysenterica (Common
Fleabane), Senecio inaequidens (Narrow-leaved Ragwort), Leontodon saxatilis
(Lesser Hawkbit), Angelica sylvestris (Wild Angelica), Butomus umbellatus
(Flowering Rush) (introduced), Myriophyllum spicatum (Spiked Water-milfoil),
Ceratophyllum demersum (Rigid Hornwort).
Fungi: Coprinellus disseminatus, Mycena acicula.
Trevor James

WORMLEY WOOD NATURE RESERVE
Saturday 11th October

About 6 members

A small group of us met in the west car park of Bencroft Wood Nature
Reserve and slowly meandered our way southwards through the wood and
then followed its eastern boundary with Wormley Wood before crossing the
Wormleybury Brook, deciding to call it a half day and meandering our way
back again! Several of us wanted to attend the AGM of the Herts Natural
History Society where a special award was being presented to Andrew Harris,
one of our BNA members, hence the reason for a short field meeting. Most
of our focus was on fungi and we tried our best although the conditions had
been a bit dry and hornbeam woodland does not yield a large variety of
species.
Almost thirty species were eventually identified:
Crepidotus variabilis (Variable Oysterling), Gymnopus dryophilus (Russet
Toughshank), Hebeloma crustuliniforme (Poison Pie), Hypholoma fasciculare
(Sulphur Tuft), Lactarius tabidus (Birch Milkcap), Marasmiellus ramealis (Twig
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Parachute), Mycena pura (Lilac Bonnet), M. vitilis (Snapping Bonnet),
Psathyrella microrhiza (Rootlet Brittlestem), Rhodocollybia butyracea (Butter
Cap).
Ganoderma austral e(Southern Bracket), Heterobasidion annosum (Root-rot),
Hymenochaete rubiginosa (Oak Curtain Crust), Piptoporous betulinus (Birch
Polypore).
Scleroderma citrinum (Common Earthball), Typhula erythropus (Redleg Club),
Calocera cornea (Small Stagshorn), Bulgaria inquinans (Black Bulgar), Ciboria
batschiana (a brown cup fungus on oak), Cudoniella acicularis (Oak Pin),
Xylaria hypoxylon (Candlesnuff), Hypoxylon fragiforme (Beech Woodwart),
Chlorociboria aeruginascens (Green Elfcup), Nectria cinnabarina (Coral Spot),
Tremella globispora (a white jelly on oak), Diatrypella quercina (Oak
Barkspot), Daldinia concentrica (Cramp Balls).
Chris James

HITCH WOOD FUNGI FORAY
Sunday 26th October

18 members + 2 visitors

The weather had remained mild and frost free, so hopefully we were in for a
good foray. With twenty of us setting off into the bottom corner of the wood
we were not to be disappointed. A bounty of fungi lay before our eyes, lots
of Agaricus moelleri, with its dark squamulose cap and bruising yellow on
touching. In Roger Phillip’s book it was better known as Agaricus
placomyces. Rings of Clouded Agarics Clitocybe nebularis, Wood Blewits
Lepista nuda and the non-descript Baeospora myosura, which grows on
buried Pine cones, were all in good numbers. The group was delighted to see
the small Bird’s-nest Fungus Crucibulum laeve, which looked like tiny ‘pies’
lined up on a stick. A few had the lids off revealing the spore sacs (these look
like eggs) waiting for rain drops to disperse them into the air. We tested our
sense of smell with Mycena rosea, which smells of radish. This proved useful
during the morning as it exhibited various colour shades from almost white
to a dark pink. Weather conditions had obviously affected them. The small
whitish-cream Clitocybe fragrans smelt of aniseed and Hebeloma
sacchariolens very sweet. It wasn’t until the afternoon that we encountered
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Lactarius camphoratus , the curry scented Lactarius which some of us could
smell and others couldn’t. Older specimens as they dry have a much stronger
odour. The best way to get a concentrated smell is to shut the specimen in a
plastic box for a few hours and then lift the lid and smell. Many species have
delicate scents which are not immediately noticeable.
With conifers came the fungi more usually associated with them. False
Chanterelles Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca and Common Rustgills Gymnopilus
penetrans were common and on an old conifer stump the tough Root-Rot
bracket Heterobasidion annosum. Under a group of Larch trees the stickycapped Larch Bolete Suillus grevillei grew. This is only found with Larch.
We stopped for lunch at the top of the wood and were treated to the call of a
Raven overhead. Trevor and Chris James joined us shortly afterwards. Now
foraying under mature Beech, Oak and Hornbeams we began finding the
colourful caps of Russulas. Twelve species were identified and one remained
unnamed. Ruth Graham found the most interesting, a greenish-brown
capped species under Hornbeam. It wasn’t in good condition but it reminded
me of Russula carpini, which I had collected once before in Monks Wood,
Stevenage. Overnight I put it down for a spore print, placing it over a glass
slide. Spore colour is very important in Russulas. Despite the gill remaining a
pale straw colour the spore print was dark orangey-yellow, characteristic of
this rare species. I dried it and sent it off to Kew. Hopefully it will be put in
the herbarium. Hornbeams also produced Lactarius circellatus, with its
silvery grey cap and light concentric bands. With the aid of binoculars, the
Porcelain Fungus Oudemansiella mucida was identified on some lower Beech
branches and in the leaf litter below Xylaria carpophila grew on old Beech
masts. Testing my identification skills, a mass of tiny fragile Mycenas grew on
old beech leaves, later confirmed as Mycena capillaris.
We headed back down the wood to the car park. New species were getting
harder to find, but we already had a good day’s recording and it was
particularly nice to see large fungi in larger quantities. Since the 1980s
numbers of toadstools have also declined. Often only a single specimen is
found on a foray these days whereas before there could be carpets of them.
Hopefully everyone had a good time and learnt a few more species, but will
you remember them for next season?
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Agarics and Boleti
Agaricus moelleri
Agaricus sylvicola
Amanita citrina
Amanita rubescens
Armillaria gallica (=bulbosa)
Baeospora myosura
Chlorophyllum rhacodes (=Macrolepiota)
Clitocybe fragrans
Clitocybe nebularis
Clitocybe vibecina
Conocybe vibecina
Conocybe arrhenii (=Pholiotina)
Coprinellus micaceus (=Coprinus)
Crepidotus cesatii
Crepidotus epibryus (on Bramble)
Entoloma rhodopolium
Gymnopilus confluens (=Collybia)
Gymnopilus penetrans
Hebeloma sacchariolens (=pallidoluctuosum)
Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca
Hypholoma fasciculare
Inocybe asterospora
Laccaria amethystea
Laccaria laccata
Lactarius camphoratus
Lactarius quietus
Lactarius subdulcis
Lepista flaccida (=Clitocybe)
Lepista nuda
Lepista sordida
Macrolepiota konradii
Marasmius recubans
Aphyllophorales (Brackets etc)
Bjerkandera adusta
Ceriporia reticulata
Clavulina cinerea
Daedalea quercina
Datronia mollis
Ganoderma applanatum
Ganoderma australe
Leucogyrophana mollusca
Heterobasidion annosum
Hymenochaete rubiginosum
Hyphodontia sambuci

Melanoleuca polioleuca
Mycena capillaris (on old fallen Beech leaves)
Mycena arcangeliana
Mycena crocata
Mycena filopes
Mycena galopus
Mycena galericulata
Mycena rosea
Mycena vitilis
Oudemansiella mucida
Panellus stipticus
Paxillus involutus
Psathyrella fibrillosa (=artemisiae)
Psathyrella piluliformis (=hydrophila)
Resupinatus applicatus
Rhodocollybia butyracea (=Collybia)
Russula amoenolens
Russula atropurpurea
Russula carpini (sent to Geoff Kibby)
Russula fellea
Russula fragilis
Russula graveolens
Russula cyanoxantha var. peltereauri
Russula heterophylla
Russula grisea
Russula lepida
Russula mairei
Russula ochroleuca
Suillus grevillei
Tricholoma autochthona
Xerocomus chrysenteron
Xerocomus cisalphinus
Xerocomus pruinatus
Peniophora laeta
Peniophora quercina
Phlebia radiata
Piptoporus betulinus
Postia stipticus
Radulomyces confluens
Schizopora paradoxa
Stereum hirsutum
Stereum rugosum
Trametes versicolor
Vuilleminia comedens
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Heterobasidiomycetes (Jelly fungi)
Auricularia auricula-judae
Calocera cornea
Calocera pallidospathulata

Exidia nucleata (=Myxarium)
Exidia plana (=Glandulosa)
Tremella foliacea

Ascomycetes (cup fungi etc)
Biscogniauxia nummularia
Bisporella citrina
Bisporella sulphurina
Bulgaria inquinans
Diatrype stigma
Erysiphe heraclei (on living Hogweed leaves)
Hymenoscyphus fructigenus (on old Acorn)
Hymenoscyphus epiphyllus
Nectria cinnabarina
Nectria episphaeria

Phacidium multivalve (on old Holly leaves)
Phyllactinia guttata (on fallen Beech leaves)
Polydesmia pruinosa
Protocrea farinosa (on old corticoid fungus)
Rhytisma acerinum
Rhopographus filicinus
Rutstroemia firma
Trochila ilicina (on old Holly leaves)
Xylaria carpophila (on buried Beech mast)
Xylaria hypoxylon

Hyphomycetes
Cercospora mercurialis
(on living Dog’s Mercury leaves)
Fusidium griseum (on old fallen Oak leaves)
Menispora ciliata (on rotting log)

Myxomycetes
Arcyria denudata
Ceratiomyxa fruticulosa
Dictydiaethalium plumbeum
Stemonitopsis typhina

[I hope Kerry doesn’t mind my adding an extra list to the meeting report.
Birds: Wood Pigeon, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Blackbird, Song Thrush,
Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Marsh Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Wren, Treecreeper,
Nuthatch, Raven (heard by William Bishop), Jay.
Trevor James]

Amanita citrina
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TRING PARK
Saturday 8th November

4 members

Our ramble took us from Tring Park through Stubbings Wood and Grove
Wood to Hastoe, past Hastoe Village Hall then north through Springs Wood
(a private wood with a public footpath going through) and so back into Tring
Park.
Just west of the park along the embankment there were Mole heaps. In
Stubbings Wood William Bishop noted a Mycena fungus which bled from the
stem when picked. In Stubbings Wood on 1/11/2014 (when we were out
planning for this ramble) Jum and I had seen two Roe Deer at SP919105.
These were perhaps part of the group of three Roe Deer (all does) we had
seen a little earlier in Grove Wood at SP108098. However we saw no deer of
any species today. Whitebeam and other leaves were on the paths and so it
was difficult to make out even animal footprints.
A good find (again by William) in Stubbings Wood was the Round-mouthed
Snail Pomatias elegans, a strict calcicole and on the northern edge of its
range here. The species is frost sensitive and hibernates over winter from
November to April, so we were lucky to find it today. Its operculum and thick
shell combine to give it good protection from desiccation. There are only two
British land operculates, the other being the Point Snail Acicula fusca. I am
grateful to Dr. June Chatfield for later providing this information about the
two snails.
Another unusual discovery in Stubbings Wood (again by William) was a
beautiful purple coral type fungus, later identified as Ramariopsis pulchella.
On a Wayfaring Tree in the wood were galls of Eriophyes viburni (a gall mite
which had left the gall by now) and, on the leaf bud tips of Yew, the galls of
Taxomyia taxi, a gall midge which stays in the gall for two years.
Along a byway south-west of West Leith Farm was a Badger sett (SP913101)
running some considerable way along the hedge bank. Some of the entrance
holes showed signs of occupation and during our preliminary visit (on
1/11/2014) Jum and I had found a pile of old twine on one spoil heap
(probably old bedding which had been brought out of the sett).
Page - 24

BNA BULLETIN 131

Turning south east now we followed another old byway between two fields,
where there was another Badger sett along the bank at SP914098. This was
occupied too. There were Rabbit holes in the banks where the Badger setts
were. There were coppiced Hazel trees alongside the second byway and a
search I had made earlier along here (on 28/10/2014) had revealed a nut
opened in the characteristic way by a Wood Mouse. We searched for Hazel
nuts here again today but most of those we found appeared to have been
opened by Grey Squirrels.
After lunch, back in Stubbings Wood, we walked through Grove Wood, noting
the Clouded Agaric fungus Clitocybe nebularis. There was a Red Kite and a
Buzzard overhead near Hastoe. We passed Hastoe Village hall, built and
endowed in 1898 by Lady Emma Rothschild as part of her creation of a mini
welfare state around Tring. We noted from the notice board that to hire the
hall for the week-end would cost £1500, so we decided not to put this
forward as a possible future venue for use by the Branch!
We made our way back into Tring Park where we noted a Fox scat by the
avenue of common lime trees. It was now raining and we sheltered for a
while before making our way back to the cars and then on to the leader’s
home for a well earned cup of tea!
Mammals: Badger (setts), Mole (hills), Grey Squirrel (opened nuts), Rabbit
(holes).
Birds (including list from William Bishop): Red Kite, Buzzard, Sparrowhawk,
Pheasant, Black-headed Gull, Feral Pigeon, Wood Pigeon, Green
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Blackbird, Redwing, Robin, Great
Tit, Blue Tit, Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, Starling, Grey Wagtail, Carrion Crow, Rook,
Jackdaw, Jay, Mistle Thrush, Chaffinch, Goldfinch.
Michael Demidecki
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WHEATHAMPSTEAD
Saturday 22nd November

6 people

On a dank November day a small party gathered in the Ferrers Lane car park
close to Nomansland Common. I was surprised to see so many people,
considering the weather was predicted to be dire.
William Bishop was soon beating some Gorse bushes nearby. They are very
good for invertebrates and he commentated that this was one reason why
Dartford Warblers succeed in overwintering in this country. William’s haul
included 24-spot and 16-spot Ladybirds. On leaving the car park...well,
almost the first diversion came in the form of a post made from an old
sleeper which had six lichen species on it. The next stop at an Elder bush all
of 60 long metres away met with little reward. Unfortunately Caloplaca
cerina could not be found on the twig where its discovery early in 2013 was
the first record for the Home Counties this century. This is probably a
genuinely rare species in central and eastern England, unlike its smaller
counterpart Caloplaca cerinella, which seems to have become a common
species in the latter part of the last century, and its small lemon-centred
fruits were certainly prolific where the Elder twigs were not dominated by
Xanthoria parietina.
We crossed the road and came into the heath and acid grassland mosaic
where William spotted a clump of Western Gorse Ulex gallii. A small plant of
Slender Parsley-piert Aphanes australis was recorded nearby. [I am glad
William also spotted the Western Gorse! I found it here a few years ago, but
conservation groups flattened it shortly afterwards, and I haven’t been back
to find out how it has fared! Like the lichen, it is very rare in this part of the
country, and had been doubted by earlier botanists. T.J.]
Following the edge of the secondary woodland, which covers large areas of
the north side of Nomansland, we observed one leaning Pedunculate Oak
showed a good example of lichen zonation. From the driest underside of the
underhang, where there was little evidence of lichens, there was a fringe of
the crustose lichen Lecanora expallens, while the upper, damper surface had
large leafy lichens such as Flavoparmelia caperata, and Cladonia coniocraea
vied with mosses at the base of the tree.
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We paused by a mossy Oak tree which has Polypody Polypodium interjectum.
Exploring more deeply into the well established woodland we came across a
‘Wood nymph’ – a model dressed most unsuitably for a November day.
Photographs taken, we mused on the strange things people get up to at
Nomansland, as we pressed our noses tight up against tree trunks, examining
indeterminate crusts.
William identified a small corpse on the ground as a Lesser Redpoll. We
headed north out of Nomansland a short distance along a field edge to enter
Wheathampstead Local Nature reserve. With all the flowers gone over and
the overcast skies everything seemed rather dreary. But there was some
colour from Field Maples in autumn leaf to brighten our lunch break which
we enjoyed on a convenient log. Passing by the sheep grazing at the top of
the site, we crossed the road and made our way to Devil’s Dyke.
Devil’s Dyke was perhaps the highlight of the walk, at least in aesthetic terms;
the deep earthwork enveloped by the pendulous boughs of Beech trees.
Their figures emerged from the November gloom to impart an understated
radiance, autumnal bronzes and gold softened by mist. We paused to admire
a giant, gripping on to the precipitous sides of the ditch with a spreading
mass of roots. We did a short route, heading along the bottom of the dyke,
then returning along the top to look down, in awe of the labour which must
have gone into making such an impressive excavation. Prior to this we had
admired a Leopard Slug, equally striking in its own way.
We returned along Dyke Lane to Nomansland, noting first Gladden Lily Iris
foetidissima in the hedge base, then further on Hedge Bedstraw Galium
album, which had scrambled high into the hedge top. We continued by the
margins of the cricket pitch and lichen encrusted benches - with at least 15
species of lichen on one bench - and thence returned into open areas of
Nomansland.
Even on a November Day the scene was uplifting. The acid grassland
presented a mosaic of colour, with emerald mosses and greyish-green
carpets of Cladonia, intermingled with deeper greens of interwoven mats of
Sheep’s Sorrel and Heath Bedstraw; then these merged with darker patches
created by Heather in combination with old flowering stems of the Sorrel. To
complete the palette the golden thatch of Sheep’s Fescue formed drifts
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through the other vegetation and finally the russets of the Oak trees created
a backdrop. It makes one appreciate all the more what a wonderful part of
our natural heritage these old grasslands are. May they receive the proper
understanding and stewardship they deserve.
We arrived back at the cars as the light was fading but before the Wicked
Lady was at large.
Andrew Harris
Lichens: Nomansland was generally as recorded before, although Caloplaca
cerinella seems to be becoming common on Elder and Cladonia furcata more
abundant, possibly because of wet weather.
Benches by Cricket Pitch: Buellia griseovirens, Candelariella reflexa,
Candelariella vitellina, Evernia prunastri, Flavoparmelia soredians,
Hypotrachyna revoluta, Lecanora cf. pulicaris, Melanelixia subaurifera,
Parmelia sulcata, Physcia tenella, Punctelia jeckeri, Xanthoria calcicola
Wheathampstead LNR: Arthonia radiata, Lecanora chlarotera, Lecidella
elaeochroma, Evernia prunastri, Parmelia sulcata, Ramalina farinacea,
Xanthoria parietina.
Mammal: (field sign): Fox (musk scent)
Celestial being or just mammal: Wood Nymph
I am grateful to William who provided most of the following records:
Birds:
Red Kite, Kestrel, Pheasant, Black-headed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove,
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Green Woodpecker, Blackbird, Song Thrush,
Redwing, Robin, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Wren, Goldcrest, Starling, Carrion
Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, (Lesser Redpoll,
corpse).
Flies (Diptera):
Tephritidae: Picture-wing fly Tephritis neesii.
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William Bishop

William Bishop

Apion frumentarium

Tephritis neesii
Bugs (Hemiptera):

Rhopalidae: Stictopleurus punctatonervosus (caught on Heather, identified
by Joe Gray).
Beetles (Coleoptera):
Weevils: Apion frumentarium (a pecies on docks), Perapion marchicum,
Perapion violaceum, Protopirapion atratulum (a scarce species), Exapion ulicis
(Gorse weevil), Sitona lineatus (Striped Pea Weevil).
Ground Beetle: Paradromius linearis.
Other beetles: Olibrus affinis (small black, rounded beetle, found in low
herbs).
(All the above beetles identified later by Trevor James).
Ladybirds: 16-spot (lots), 24-spot (lots), 7-spot (1).
Apion frumentarium
Collembola: (Springtail): Dicyrtomina saundersi – globular, green with purple
blotches.
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All photographs by William Bishop:
Myxomycete (Slime mould): Mucilago crustacea. In grass (lunch time).

Slug – Leopard Slug Limax maximus
Fungi:

Tephrocybe anthracophila
(on charcoal, fire spot)

Golden Spindles Clavulinopsis fusiformis
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Fungi:
Golden Spindles Clavulinopsis fusiformis (in grass), Meadow Coral
Clavulinopsis corniculata (in grass), Stinkhorn Phallus impudicus, Pink Bonnet
Mycena rosea (in woods), Black Bulgar Bulgaria inquinans (logs), Tephrocybe
anthracophila (on charcoal, fire spot), Parrot Waxcaps Hygrocybe psittacina
(in grass), Snowy Waxcap Hygrocybe virginea (in grass), Amethyst Deceiver
Laccaria amethystina (woods), Purple Jellydisc Ascocoryne sarcoides (logs),
Sulphur Tuft Hypholoma fasciculare (stumps), Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria
(wood), The Blusher Amanita rubescens (wood), False Deathcap Amanita
citrina (wood), Clouded Funnel-cap Clitocybe nebularis (in woods), Common
Puffball Lycoperdon perlatum (woods), Ochre Brittlegill Russula ochroleuca,
Varicoloured Bracket Trametes versicolor, Wood Blewit Lepista nuda,
Candlesnuff Xylaria hypoxylon, Yellow Brain Fungus Tremella mesenterica.

WILDLIFE OF ECUADOR
A PRESENTATION BY TREVOR & CHRIS JAMES
Saturday 6th December
Having spent just over two weeks in this relatively small but incredibly varied
country in 2013, we were pleased to be able to share some of our sightings
and our enthusiasm for the country with members.
Our visit had taken us firstly to the humid heat of the tropical forests in the
Amazon basin, being based at the famous Sacha Lodgeclose to the Rio Napo,
which (we were to learn from experts helping with our visit) was in fact the
historic course of the Amazon around 6 million years ago when it flowed west
into the Pacific, before the uplift of the Andes finally cut it off. This explained
the amazing breadth and scale of the river so close to the foothills of the
mountains, nearly 3000 miles from the Atlantic, where it finally now
disgorges. This mighty river also separates very different faunas, with
different species on either bank of the river. The mountain uplift itself has
also caused the evolution of vast arrays of species found on separated
mountain and hill tops, so that orchid diversity, for example, is enormous.
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Our stay at Sacha was fascinating, with a cut-off oxbow lake nearby, and high
level forest walkways available. We encountered such well-known and exotic
birds as the primitive Hoatzin and noisy Oropendolas, saw two species of
Sloth, and also saw and heard a range of monkeys. The lake held large
Cayman (crocodiles!), which we went out at night to see by torchlight. (The
swimming promised in the brochure was sadly ‘off’!) Across the Rio Napo,
we were introduced to the bustle of parrot gatherings around salt licks.
Later, our visit transferred abruptly to high level sub-temperate forest at San
Isidro from where we made excursions to various localities high into the
Andes, including the paramo grasslands around the Antisana volcano where
we saw the iconic Andean Condors and the extraordinary cushion flora of
these high-altitude landscapes. San Isidro itself is part of a series of areas
that are being restored to forest from subsistence farming, to try and
conserve their unique riches. Humming birds of course are part of the scene,
and we were able to watch and photograph them at close quarters. Even our
poor photographic skills were enough to get some interesting shots –
sometimes enabling us to name species later that we did not realise we had
seen!
We felt very lucky and privileged to have been able to see these places, and
were glad to be able to give this talk, hoping that everyone enjoyed it.
Trevor James

STOCKERS LAKE AND AREA
Sunday 20th December

4 members

The forecast was for a dry but cloudy start, becoming clear. In the event it
was raining for the morning, then dry and clear briefly, returning to cloudy
with a cold wind. Paula Shipway, Andrew Harris, Jill Saunders and I met at
the entrance to Stockers Lake. It was good to see Jill, none of us having seen
her for some time, and she came with the bonus of news of a few birds at the
site. By the waterworks, Paula and I saw a Sparrowhawk in one of the trees
when we arrived. Oddly, it had also been there on 10th November, when we
did the original route check walk. We also saw Wood Blewits Lepista nuda
opposite the cars.
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We set off just after ten down the access road towards Stockers Farm. The
meadow next to the road was flooded in places, as a result attracting lots of
birds. There were lots of Canada Geese, with a hybrid Greylag cross, many
Meadow Pipits, several Pied Wagtails, and a pair of Stonechats. Jill had told
us about their presence earlier. The latter eventually came down the hedge
by the road until they were only a very short distance from us. Paula seemed
to really enjoy this pair. We made our way past the farm and onto the path
to the south of Stockers Lake.
From the various hides along the lake we saw several different duck species,
including the winter visitor Goldeneye. There were a few males and one
female. The drakes of all the different species were now looking especially
fine. Under the feeders at the far end of the lake was a rather impressively
large Brown Rat. Andrew spotted a Treecreeper climbing a tree trunk and we
stopped to admire this cryptically marked little delight, always a pleasure to
see. We failed to find the rather splendid pair of Red-crested Pochards we
had seen on the earlier reconnaissance, sadly. Jill had to leave us here, so we
said our farewells and went on our way.
We made our way to the canal and crossed the road to take the footpath
(Colne Valley Trail) towards West Hyde, heading south. On the bank of short
turf by the start of the path near Springwell Farm were several gleaming
white Snowy Waxcaps Hygrocybe virginea and, a short distance further on,
two plants of Primrose Primula vulgaris in flower. On a fence rail Andrew
spotted a perfect specimen of the lichen Physcia aipolia, my favourite lichen,
and I think his also.
Further along we entered a small area of trees, opposite the sewage works,
and Andrew picked up a singing Goldcrest. We turned east shortly after
arriving in the built-up area up the Hillingdon Trail and headed towards Hill
End, stopping for lunch in the woods (at least those who hadn’t locked theirs
in the boot of their car. Oops!). Here I managed to knock a few bugs from a
Holly. These were Birch Catkin Bugs Kleidocerys resedae.
We crossed the road at Hill End and headed for Woodcock Hill. In the field by
White Heath Farm, there were large flocks of birds, including lots of
Chaffinches and Jackdaws, 80+ Stock Doves, and 19 Egyptian Geese. Paula
spotted an interesting lichen on an Elder which was first thought to be
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Opegrapha niveoatra but microscopic examination proved it to be
Opegrapha vulgata (the spores are pictured below). In a valley by a ditch we
noted several plants and dead stems of Giant Hogweed, always impressive
even if a problem species. At Fieldways Farm we spotted eight Fieldfares
with a Kestrel. We turned north down the road then, clipping the edge of the
golf course at Juniper Hill, made our way back down into the valley, passing
back into the houses and to where we had left the cars.
We managed 59 birds, including one hybrid. The area selected included a
rather fortuitous range of habitats, including lakes, woodland, farmland and
urban areas, giving us a very reasonable total for the day. I probably haven’t
converted them to twitching yet though but I’m working on it.
Birds: Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Canada
Goose, Canada x Greylag Goose, Egyptian Goose, Goldeneye, Pochard, Tufted
Duck, Wigeon, Gadwall, Mallard, Shoveler, Teal, Red Kite, Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Coot, Moorhen, Lapwing, Herring Gull, Lesser Blackbacked Gull, Common Gull, Black-headed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove,
Feral Pigeon, Collared Dove, Ring-necked Parakeet, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Mistle Thrush, Fieldfare, Song Thrush, Blackbird, Robin,
Stonechat, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Wren,
Dunnock, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Starling, Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Carrion
Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, House
Sparrow.
William Bishop
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BOXING DAY WALK AT WILDHILL
Friday 26th December
About 11 of us gathered (in two places to start with!) at Wildhill, a small
hamlet between Essendon and Brookmans Park. Jean Williamson had very
kindly negotiated a soup-and-roll lunch at the pub but was not able to join us
for the walk so when we had finally all got together we set off on a footpath
leading south from the ‘village’ towards Bell Bar. The start was very obscure
and overgrown but it did seem to be going the right way so we persevered!
We followed the path across reasonably well managed grazing meadows to
Grubs Lane, turning north-west to find another path which continued to take
us in a north-westerly direction to Woodside. Here we turned due west until
we found the southern end of a green lane which was to lead us around the
southern boundary of Hatfield Park and eventually eastwards back to a point
on the road north of Wildhill.
Chris remembered this green lane from many years ago as having a line of old
oak pollards and these were still here. We also found a younger oak at TL
24640697 with very strange leaves which Trevor later thought might be
Chestnut-leaved Oak (but Stace says that all records for this variety are
suspect and need to be checked!)
When we got back to the pub, it was packed out with people and we thought
it unlikely that there would be room for us but, sure enough, a small back
room was set aside and we were served with warming (in several senses!)
soup and crusty bread.
William’s bird list: Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Coal Tit, Greenfinch,
Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Bullfinch, House Sparrow, Robin, Dunnock, Wren,
Starling, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Redwing, Fieldfare, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Nuthatch, Grey Wagtail, , Red-legged Partridge, Pheasant,
Gadwall, Moorhen, Mallard, Black-headed Gull , Common Gull, Wood Pigeon,
Stockdove, Ring-necked Parakeet, Carrion Crow, Rook, Magpie, Jay,
Jackdaw, Buzzard, Red Kite, Kestrel. (Thank you, William)
Chris James
Page - 35

BNA BULLETIN 131

HILFIELD PARK RESERVOIR
Saturday 10th January

3 members

Over the previous 36 hours, the weather had been fairly atrocious across
Britain, with some of the highest wind speeds ever recorded in Scotland. It
was still fairly windy here, with light rain, so I was actually surprised that
anyone turned up on Saturday morning, but two members duly arrived.
After locking them in, just in case they changed their minds (the gate has a
Chinese puzzle set of locks on), we set off up the steps to the reservoir. Up
here it was really very windy and looking out over the reservoir there was
very little to see other than Tufted Ducks and Coot. We walked round the
water in an anti-clockwise circle, heading off to our right. In the corner there
were a few Gadwall and a couple of Pochard.
The light rain continued and we made our way parallel to the reedbed edge,
along water soaked tracks, hearing only a couple of Robins. At this point
there was a massive squall, with fierce wind and heavy rain, but rather
fortunately we were near the only hide. The hide is rather small, very scruffy
and on legs over the water, but it afforded us some shelter at least. Looking
out over the reservoir was rather like a view of the sea on a rough day. Sadly,
there were not many birds to see and we saw only Great Crested Grebe and
Cormorant. Steve spotted a small grebe close by and called out but it dived
never to reappear again. This would probably have been bird of the day but
we never re-found it (was it a Little or Black-necked?).
Within fifteen minutes the rain ceased and, looking west, the sky became
blue. From this point on the weather improved, with sunshine and less wind.
The reservoir became quite still at times, but this made little difference to
bird sightings. Leaving the hide we spotted a Kestrel hovering over the grass
very close by us. Until we were halfway round very little happened, then a
Fox ran almost right up to us, stopped just a couple of yards away, realising
its mistake, and then crept off into the bushes. We continued on, squelching
along the path to the airport side where we saw one Redwing and were
greeted by an over-flying Ring-necked Parakeet (such a lovely sound!). Just
before the ‘castle’ we spotted a lone Shoveler and a male Muntjac. Arriving
back at the dam we found a small Goldfinch flock, which was joined by the
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Parakeet. The loop around the reservoir had taken almost exactly two hours.
In view of the weather, we decided to leave the walk at that and said our
farewells.
Not the greatest list but given the conditions it could have been worse.
Birds: Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Mallard,
Shoveler, Gadwall, Kestrel, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull,
Wood Pigeon, Feral Pigeon, Ring-necked Parakeet, Redwing, Blackbird, Robin,
Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Blue Tit, Wren, Goldfinch.
Mammals: Fox, Muntjac.
William Bishop

HERTS BRANCH AGM
Saturday 24th January

20 members

Unlike the AGMs of some organisations, which can often be dull and boring
affairs, the Herts Branch meeting always attract good numbers of members
and is a very enjoyable get-together of people all interested in wildlife. After
the routine business is dealt with (including the all important matter of the
group’s finances), the BNA AGM includes reports from those members who
try to record different species groups during the year. This item often
prompts others to add their own observations and, before you know where
you are, it’s well and truly time for the sumptuous tea laid out in the room
next door. Actually I think the tea is the reason why people come to the
meeting (other organisations, please take note!).
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Seriously though, Herts Branch had enough money in the bank to support a
small working deficit sustained during 2014, mainly due to slightly fewer
donations being made at indoor meetings (we did not have as many in 2014
as we had the previous year) and to having distributed two bulletins rather
than only the one in 2013. We heard that the balance at the bank was
£545.68. The subscription rate remained at £6 per head.
Our Chairman, Trevor James, and Treasurer, David Shipway were re-elected
and Jean Williamson, co-opted during the previous year to replace Laura
Gravestock was elected properly as Committee Member.
Trevor was pleased to note that four new members had joined the Branch
during 2014 including one at least whose age will help to lower the average
within Herts Branch. This is important because we need to attract more
younger members so that there is hope that the Branch has a future. Chris
reminded members that 2016 is the 70th anniversary of the founding of the
Branch n 1946 and asked members to suggest ways in which we should
celebrate.
When people’s appetites for tea were beginning to flag, they were
encouraged to sit down again ready for a slide show (or a Powerpoint
presentation anyway!). This, too, is a very enjoyable part of the meeting,
although there is always the risk that someone will show a photo of (part of)
a member that they wished had not been made public! With digital
photography now making it much easier to take very passable, if not
excellent, shots – close-ups especially – members are usually in for a treat
and it is a good job we try to limit the number shown, otherwise we would all
still be there by the end of the month!
Thank you to everyone for coming to the meeting and making it such a happy
task being your Secretary.
Chris James
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Beetling along in Hitch Wood, St Paul’s Walden – 26 October 2014
(Photo: Andrew Harris)

o Andrew Harris
Mud near Wildhill, Essendon. Boxing Day 2014.
(Photo: Paula Shipway)
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