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Enjoying flowery field margins at Greys Farm, Therfield
Saturday 24 June 2017
(Photo: Chris James)
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EDITORES BIT

| was pottering around my wildflower meadow late in the day a few weeks ago.
During the summer it has supported a good colony of CommontBiiterflies
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Knapweed flowers. The spangled markings on the underside of the wings made
them blend in and seem to become part of the flower head. théselittle
discoveriesthat makes natural historyuch an absorbing subjecand also
benefitting from the knowledgef afriendly enthusiastic group. | have gained

so much from involvement with BNA and the friendship oflthenchand this

is a welcome opportunity to congratulate enof our long-standing and
dedicated membersJune Crewgn being named in the New Year Honours last
year. Juneis picturad below receiing a British Empire Medal from the Lord
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire (Robévtoss) and was invited to one of the
Queen'gyarden partiesJune received it for 'services to natural history and the
community ofBroxbourne' and was only one of0 people in Herts to be
recognised foservices to natural history in that liSthough June has not been
able to get out much recentl she
continues to support herokcal natural
history group and is actively involved in
Local Nature Reserve in Broxbourne.

Following the sad passing of Frar
Lancaster and Audrey Sage, W
remember with fondness and gratitude
their lives and involvement ith the
branch.

Once again, the Bulletin features a rich
variety of reports Thank you to all who
have led meetings and forevorand Chris
for helping so much with the compilatio
of the Bulletin. | have not been able to be
out as often this yearso have greatly
enjoyed reading the reports and | hope
despite the delay with thigssue your
interest in natural historyvill be similarly
enthused by them.
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Frank Lancaster (19322018)

It was with great sadness that weceivedthe news that Frankdncaster, a
very longstanding member ofur Branchhaddied on 29' April 2018.

Frank, along with his wife, Pat, was a very active memb#reoBranch

almost from the time he joined in 1957, having been encouraged to do so by
Bryan Sage and Tom Gladwirhen they met in the London Natural History
Society. Frank was born ofi Zpril 1932, and so his time as a member with
us has been most of his adult life. His professional career was mostly
involved with railways, working with the former British Raif®, in which he
became a senior manager in charge of track maintenance. He and Pat lived
at St Albans until 1985, when they moved to live near the Wyre Forest in
Worcestershire, but that did not stop them keeping in touch, and they were
frequent visitors especially at AGMs, which he always enjoyed,-alsigging
with friends.

Frankenjoying a nagat Tregaron Bog, WaleBNA week, May 1978
(Photo: Trevor Jamgs
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Frank was also heavily involved with the Scouts in St Albans, and it was
through his knowledg and leadership with them that some of his activities in
BNA had their inspiration. Most characteristic of all was his initiation of the
Wi2y3 GNB1aAQI AY mMpTyI ¢KSYy KS SR
walking across north Hertfordshire, sleegirough, eating al fresco and
enjoying the landscapes as we passed through them. This was an especially
memorable event, as we camped out (illegitimately!) under the stars in Reed
Chalk Pit one night, and then in Hitch Wood the next, the latter punctuated
by calling-oxes and overhead aeroplanes from Luton Airport!

Frank wading the R. Mimram at Whitwelyringli KS W[ 2y 3 ¢NB1 Q> {
(Photo: Trevor Jamégs
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expertise in scout camp fires always being to the fore in cooking breakfast
without leaving behind much evidence. Frank also edited our BrBothtin

for a number of years ithe late 1970s1980s.

When Frank and Pat moved Bewdley he tried to set up a similar group to
Herts BNA, but the group that emerged did not want to join the Association,
and became instead the Wyre Forest Study Group, which is a thriving
organisation hat has recently published a fine book on Wyrae Nature of
Wyre Frank pioneered butterfly transects in the Forest and was a staunch
local supporter of Butterfly Conservation, his work now having led to
conservation management work being carried outlvy Forestry

Commission in the Forest.

Frank, with daughter Jackie and Pat, BNA meeting at Hatfield House, October 2011.
(Photo: Trevor Jamégs

Frank was always a mischievous individual, with a wicked sense of humour,
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last years were spent in a specialist home, where he was much loved by staff.
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Frank Lancaster tendinbreakfast fire at Reed Chalk Pit, September 1978.
Photo: Trevor James

We give our love and condolences to Pat and their children: Jackie, Sally,

Robert and Debbie. Trevor James
t 230A0NRLIGY | O2NEBY 2 AN AWERISERMN &
September 2018

Sally has provided a few words, and two photos, to parallel two of those of
Frank, included above:
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trekking down to the point where you all crossed the Mimrd0 years ago.

The weather was good for walking, a bit of light rain during the night, enough
to make it a bit exciting but not enough to get wet! We saw a few Buzzards,
a Kestrel and Pheasants; and Debbie saw a deer. We heard a couple of owls
in the nidnt.

| have attached a few photos for you and was pleased to get one of Debbie
making the fire in almost exactly the same posture that Frank was in when he
was doing the same at the chalk pit.
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Sally Lancaster at the (dry) R. Mimram crossing near Whitwell, diinéng
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Audrey Sage (1934 2018)

It was also with great sadness that, as Bigletinwas beingout together,
we had the news that Audrey Sage, wife of our kinte VicePresident,
Bryan, had also diedn 68"! dz3dza G > . NBElF Yy Q& O0ANIKRI &

As with Frank Lancaster, Audrey joined BNA in theIfisDs, after she had

met Bryan, and tookart in activities from the startShe, along with past
members Betty Fox, Wynne McCreahd Jennifer Palmer, formed a

stalwart band of ladies in the Branch, often taking part in the fun of fence
climbing, wallscaling, streantrossing, museskirting oravoiding bulls!

Somehow, she survived all the escapades that Bryan was able to devise, and
in their separate life she joined him from an early time to places like Iraq

(pre- the fall of the King in the 1950s), Morocco and the former Yugoslavia (at
a timewhen tourists scarcely ventured there).

Audrey Sage on the BNA Santon Downham camping trip, August 1955
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